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HISTORICAL 

PREFACE, 

o it 

Introduction to the Treatife 
of the Revenue of the Romans. 

MC0LBSRT5 whole Views ex- 
^ tended to every thing that 
might contribute to augment 
the riches bf the State, and e(labli{h a wife 
adminiftration of the Revenue, engaged a 
perfon very capable of the work to draw 
him up a Memoir upon the Revenue of the 
Romans^ , It is the very Memoir which is 
now publiibed. The author hath with 
equal accuracy and clearnefs given us in it 
an idea, as well, of the Revenues of that 
renowned nation, as of the manner of re-- 
ceiving them, and the different perfons 
.employed in that coUedion. This piece, 
though fufceptible indeed of larger details, 
feems ftill to me to take in every thing that ' 
can be deemed eilential upon the fubjeft* 
It hath likewife the advantage of offering 
nothing but what is drawn out of the au-- 
thcDtic monuments of Antiquity^ the on* 

( o 17 

^ Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



ii HiJIoncal ?KBF^CE. 

\y ones that are capable of giving us jaft 
notions io diis point. The aothor^ whofe 
name is ftili a fccrot^ hath obfervcd (bat 
might have been more particular in his 
ohfervations) hoipv eKceedingly the Romaa 
revenues increafed by their fucce&ful milif 
tary expeditions. Rome, ahnoft from the 
very moment of its origini derived irom 
war various fouroes of richc% which ihe 
never fuffered to dry up in all the height 
of her power. I (hall enter into fome paiv 
ticulars upon this fulled, but without con^ 
fining myfelf ftrifUy to a chrooolcgical 
€xa<5tnefs. 

I readily agree, that it was the povcs^r 
of the firil inhabitants of Rome whicn 
gave rife to this politic oeconomyi whereof 
I am going to fpeak : but it was found ^ 
vtry advantageous, that the pradice was 
continued in the moil flouriming ages of 
the Republic. Among the towns of Italy 
that were jealous of the conquefts of Ro- 
mulus and of the aggrandizing of the Ro- 
mans, Veil, the capital of Etruria, figna- 
lized hcHelf above other rivals. She did 
not £sal declaring in faivour of her neigb- 
bonrs that were attacked by this new peo- 
ple. Romulus having vanqui£hed them 
in battle, granted them a truce for an hun» 
dred years, upon conditbn that they gavc^ 
up a part of their territory which Jay ad- 
joining to the Tyber^ and was calkd iS^ 

tern 
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Hifiorical PREFACE. iii 

iitn Pagiy or the Seven Burroughs^ and 
furrendered like wife the fatt^-works which 
they had at thie mouth of this river. I 
fliall here take notice, that of all the con-* 
ditions'impoied upon conquered people by 
die Romans, I ihall touch only upon fuch 
as fome way or other relate to the fubjedt 
treated of in this work. 

TuUus Hoftilius trod in the fleps of Ro« 
mulus. When he had overcome the Sa- 
bines, he obliged them, by way of fatif-* 
fadtion for the large and fmall catde which 
they had taken, and the booty which they 
had carried off from the peafants that 
cultivated the lands of Rome, to pay fuch 
a fine as fhould be fixed by the Roman 
Senate. Ancus Martius, when he raifcd 
the ficge of Velitra, infifted that the Volfci 
fhould repair all the damages they had 
done: and made the valuation there* 
of himfelf. Tarquinius Prifcus, follow^ * 

ing the example of thcfc his prede- 
ceflbrs, not only obliged the inhabitants of 
Collatia, a town in the country of the Sa- 
bines, to acknowledge him for their Sove- 
reign, but impofed on ihem likewife a 
fine to be paid in money. He caufed re* 
flitution to be made to the peafants of all 
the money which the Latins had extorted 
from them, and condemned them to make 
iatisfadion for all the ' damages they had . 
done in their incurfions into the Roman 
( a a ) terri- 
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IV mptic^il PREFACE. 

territories. The Veians, ever ready toraife 
iail the people of Etruria in arms againfi: 
them, were forced in like manner to yield 
to the valour of Servius Tullkis, who 
gripped them of part of their lands, 
which he diflributed among the citizens 
bf Rome. Under this King there was an 
alteration made in die money, wUdimuft 
not be omitted ill the Preface to a Trea- 
tife upon the Revenue of the Romans. 

The firfl money that they made ufe of 

was made of brick and leather. This lad 

kind of money was called Affes Jcdrtei i it 

was ufed at Rome before the reign of Na-> 

ma, and according to an ancient writer, 

there was a fmall mark of gold upon thefe 

leadier pieces. Numa next introduced the 

ufc of brafs pieces, which were taken by 

weight in exchafige for merchandife and 

provifions. This lafted till the reign of 

Servias TuHius, who was the firft that 

Caufed brafs money to be coined at Rome. 

This Prince caufed the figure of an ox or 

ram to be flamped upon the coin. Thefe 

animals having ferved for victims at the 

. Luftral Sacrifice, this was imagined to be 

; thereafon why he took it into his head 

toembellifh the ^ coin with thele fig€a:es. 

1 (hall here obfervc further, that there' vira* 

fio other money in the city till the Vear 

^85 fix)m the foundation 6f Rofaatf,^ at 

wmch time the firft pieces of filver money 

were 
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Hifioncal PREFACE. 

were coined. Sixty^^two ye«s afterwards, 
they b^gvi to ilrike pieces of gold coIq. 
la theie firft pif ccg joi forai9 xxxoney they 
i^Qgraved a^, many, pomts^ as tbey were 
worth oon^^QS. 

.Tarqum the Proud, alnung at a tyrao- 
oical ^ud defpotlc fway» employed the 
l^eat fums of scyowj which he found in 
SM^a-Pometi^ to fi»i(h the Temple, of 
Jupiter Opitolipvs, an4 to recompenfe the 
foldiers whom he had albwed to pillage 
the town. . We fluU fee in the courfe of 
this hiftorical relation^ how thefe exaoiples 
animated the Roman Generals to enrich 
.the Rwublic. 

In tne tinae of the Commonwealth, Va* 
lerius Publicola. finding the Confuls over- 
burdened with the management of the 
Revenue, engaged the people to chufe two 
men of integrity, who were called Si^^ 
ftors^ and entrufted with the care of the 
public Treafure« He caufed this Treaiare 
to be reinoved to the Temple of Saturn, 
conceiving it a place where it would, be 
kept with the greateft fecurity. It was af- 
terwards divided into two parts ; one being 
defigned for the daily oQcafions of the 
StatCj was compo&d of the ordinary xri«. 
btttes and impofts) the other was formed 
of dx) gold arifing from the impoft of the 
twentiech penny which was levied upon 
tbe.ial^ ovilaves. This was the reafon 
( a 3 ) why 
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4 Hiftorical PREFACE. 

tvhy they called it Aurum vicefimarium. 
This laft treafure was never touched but 
in the moft preffing exigencies and neccf- 
fitles of the State. When Annibal had 
ravaged Italy for ten years together^ thfe 
Republic^ over* whelmed with difafters and 
calamities^, implored in vain the fuccour of 
twelve of the thirty Latin Colonies: it 
was only in this terrible extremity, that 
(he came to the refolution of making ufe 
of the gold raifed out of the fale of llaves. 
They took out of this treafure four thou- 
fand pounds, which amount to near two 
millions. Julius Csefar having invaded the 
Roman liberty, plundered this facrcd trea- 
fury. Floras, who is as much a Poet as 
an Hiftorian, flourifhcs upon this fad. 
•* Pompey (fays he*) was fcarce drove 
** out of Italy, when the Senate fled from 
" Rome, and Cselar entering the city, iand 
'* finding it in a manner empty, through 
" the fear and terror which had feized al* 
*' moft all the world, made himfelf Con- 
^' fulj and when the Tribunes did not 
'* readily open the Trcafury, he ordered 
" the door to be broke open, without any 
" regard to its being an holy and invio- 
'^ lable place ; fo that he robbed the pa- 
" trimony of the Roman people, before 
'* he had ftripped them of their Empire.** 
Some ages after, Freculphus, Bifhop df 
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Lizifittx, without quoting his authorities^ 
inforiqed us, that he took out of the Trea- 
fury four thoufand one hundred thirty-fix 
pounds of gold, and nine hundred thou- 
And pounds of iilver, which nxake above 
forty millions. 

This treafiire was greatly augmented by 
the Generals of the army. Indead of 
oontriving how to enrich themfelves, all 
their care was employed^ in bringing very 
coufideiable £ims into i^ and to order it 
fb^ that the vanqpiihed enemy Should pay 
the charges of the wan Animated by a 
loire for the public good, and piquing 
themfelves upon an heroic diilntereftednefsy 
they did not underftand the art of appro* 
priating to themfelves the rich^ of con- 
quered nations. Mars and Pluto were not 
then fo clofely allied as at prefent. Thus 
die Conful P. Pofthumius, after he had 
indulged the foldiery the liberty of plun- 
dering, caufed all that remained of the 
4>oil8 of the Sabines to be fold, in order 
to make Rome iatisfa£Uon for the charges 
of the war. That turbulent nation had 
fooa after another trial of the valour of the 
Roaian troops; and thereupon fent De- 
puties to the Conful Sp. Caflius Ufcellinus 
to offer him their friendftiip. The Conful 
referred them to the Senate, who feeing 
Rome on the point of being attacked by 
other enemies, inflided only a flight pu-* 
( a 4 ) nilhment 
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viu Bifimcal PR'EFACB. 

nUhiXttnt on the SaUnes. Caffiot exaded 
from them as moch wheat as he tboi^ht 
proper for the fobfiftence of his tnwps : 
and all the nation was obliged to pay a 
certain fum of money. 

The Roman Genorak found io much 
benefit from thefe refouftes^ that diey wok 
care to make their advantage of them, 
whenever the enemys t^ prevent the ir« 
ruption of the Roman legions, implored 
their clemency. The Confal P. SenriUtis 
could not help being moved and foitened 
by the Deputies ct the Volfci/who had 
thrown themfelves at his feet, to bidder 
their country from being ravaged: bat he 
knew how to reconcile his compaffion 
with the intereft of the Republic, exading 
from the enemy fubfiftence for his army, 
cloa thing for his foldiers, and three hun- 
dred hc^ages of their moil difUnguiflied 
gentry. A modern Hiftc^ian ♦ reproach* 
eth Servilius with an ^cefs of weaknefi 
on this occafion, but in my opinion with- 
out any jufl rcafon. For could it become 
a brave Roman to treat with crueky a 
people that fubmitted themfelves, and were 
ready to receive the law of the conqaerar ? 
I cannot bring myfelf to think there vrauld 
have been any courage of mind, or any 
thing heroical, in an inflexible fffant^ 
mcnt 

•p. Citrott. 

Servilius 
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Mifioricd PREFACa 
SGnrSias was perliafw tt> MaoM on^ifgh 
ifaar occafion, thaqglbt hi» oatiml geiMco* 
firjr and his love lor the pubfic good iecm 
lo-hftvc.beiat xi» naocives that ff%fniM4 
his condad. - It was whes he allowed his 
Ihldters to pSkga die canp of the Volfci, 
where thrae wm ahBodaace of filveti 
goods, cloaths^ eactle and ikvest without 
refemng any fliara tbeceof for the puUic 
tratiive. His defigo was. to encourage hi| 
Soldiers to make new conqueil^ to enrich 
thfim» and enable them to pay their debts, 
-which had latdy tempted them to brea^ 
out iflta feditions at Roaae, He aded in 
^iame soanner at the taking of Sue^ 
{Vxnecia. It hath bem obfenred before, 
that Tarqoin the Proud affi;a»d the June 
gencfofity. Accordingly when forvUias 
was fbf having the honours of a triumph, 
tfae.Confol AppiusClaudius» hisCollcgoe, 
oppofed it v^oioufly, on accoiint of the 
laigefles given to the foldiers> accufiog Um 
of hamg infiinged. the law which prohi- 
bited Generals of the army from difpo^ng 
as they pleafed of the booty taken Amp 
the enemy. The £une law enjoined them 
• likewile to bring into the Treafiiry all that 
was raifed of the.enemies £pail& Jt k)oks 
however, as if the Repubuc did aUow a 
General the liberty of revi;ardiqg his HA- 
diers, provided he did not procure to him* 
felf any advantage from the cooquefts 
•;jit.v'-'-. made 
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ooade in die name of die Sfeoe, and ga^e 
ao acoount of his oondnd and adflomifln^ 
vxxu 

Though diis law ffm occafion to ieve^ 
ral difputes, it muft however l» owned, 
that it did not giant the Gewral a&arbi- 
tmry power with regard to the diftrftwdba 
of the booty, and that it tacidy forbad 
hiin to giw the whole to the foli^efy. A 
part of it was always to be brought to the 
public IVeafury* Thus at the taking o£ 
Corioii, the Conful Cominits, afier he hod 
put a golden crown upon the head of Co^ 
riolamis, aligned him only a tenth part of 
the booty, gave him an horfe richly har^ 
ueScdi and allowed him to take as mnch 
of the filver as he could carry off, and to 
make cfaoioe of ten prifoners. Conohnus 
oonCBOted faimfdf with taking the ten pii^ 
ibners and the horfe. Perhaps alio when . 
the Geneml vtbs known to be a citizen en^ 
tirely.dcMroted to the public good, no cav3 
was ftafted againft him with regard to the 
exQcudon of this law. Thus the DiAator 
Qointos Cincionatus gave the infantry un^ 
der his command the rich booty that was 
found in^ the camp of the ^qui, widiout 
being blamed or called in queftion on that 
account 

Itwas vo the Senate (as appears by the 
conduct of Sp. Caffios UfceUinus towards 
the Seimcs) that the General le&rred the 

Depu- 
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Depoties of towns which iii6d for peace* 
The Senate fometimes left it to the Gene- 
ral to appoint the ardcles and conditions 
of the treaty. Thas the Veians having 
fent Deputies to the Confal L. jSmilius^ 
he referred them to the Senate, Who wrote 
to Locias to treat thofe rebels as he thought 
proper. He granted them peace; but rc» 
quired them to pay all the charges of the 
war, and to fbrnifh as much corn as was 
fufficient to fubfift his foldiers for two 
months. Some years after, this fame na- 
tion having made anodier revolt^ the Con- 
ful Aulus Manlius, to whom thev fent 
their Deputies, referred them to tne Se- 
nate, but by way of provifion ordered the 
Veians to pay the charges of the war for 
one year, and to fupply his troops with as 
much com as they could confume in two 
months; allowing them however to con- 
vert the ilipulated quantity into money. 
The Senate granted the Veians a tracei of 
forty years. 

It feems however that the General was 
invefted with an ordinary power of con- 
cluding truces. For we. fee that the Con- 
ful Q^Fabius concluded a trace with the 
^qui, which he made them purchaie at 
a dear rate ; for he obliged them to fiuv 
nifli his army with com for two months, 
and every foldier with two coats, fix 
months pay, and every thing eUe they might 

have 
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have occafion for in other refpefb. With 
regard to the peace whkh they afked, he 
lent the Deputies to the Senate, who em^ 
powered the Oenend to prefcribe them 
what conditions he pitied. Fabius con- 
demned them to furnidi at their own ex- 
pence as many auxiliary forces as Rome 
Ihould demand of them in any prdSing 
neceflity. Lucius Cornelius a£led in the 
fame manner with regard to tiie ^ni. 

The taking of Antium l^ the Conful 
L. Cornelius Malugtnenfis reprefente to us 
in a clear light the ufual manner ot^rwd 
with regard to the enemies booty* He 
divided that of the Antiates between the 
public Treafury and the Roman fiddlers. 
The gold, fihrer, and brafi were carried to 
the C^silors, and the Haves were (old for 
the profit of the Republic. Hie Conful 
left the foldiers only the goods, provifions, 
s and other utenfils of that rebellious people. 
However^ as hath been already obferved, 
the General fometimes took a liberty of 
difpenfing with this rale of carrying part 
^ of the enemies booty to the public Trea- 
sury } fome examples thereof have been 
already cited. Thus we fee the Didator 
^ Mamercus giving up the town and camp 
of the Fidenates to the pillage of the Sol- 
diers, lihall obferve farther, that whtn 
Hiftorians fay (imply, that the daves or 
part of the tooty were foldj their xxiean^ 

iog 
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ing is^ that the price thereof wa8 carried 
to the public Treafury. SomAimcs alio 
the whole waa carried thither^ without any 
thing at all being |iven to the foldiory. 
Such was the condua of P. Poilhumius a 
military Tribune, who upon the taking of 
Bok) caufed all the booty to be delivered 
to the Qgasftors that followed the. army. 
After his example, the Conful C Valerius 
having rbcovered the fortrefs of Carvcnfe, 
in which there was a coniiderable booty, 
cauied every thing that was there found 
to be &AA by au^on, and gave the mo- 
ney ariiing from the iale to the Qu^flors 
for the public Treafury, It looka as if the 
prance of carrying thither a part of what 
was taken from die enemy, had always 
been the general and prevailing cuftom, 
fince a modern Hiftorian *, after having 
related that the fpoils of Anxur, * a weal- 
thy town, were abandoned to the troops 
by the Military Tribunes, adds, that this 
liberality of the Generals had been difuied 
for a good while before. They were af- 
terwards very careful in rcfcrving part of 
the booty for the public Treafury. 

It will not be improper here to remark, 

that hitherto, that is, for three centuries 

together, the foldiers had ferved the State 

at their own charge and expcnce. Every 

,x^ was obliged to draw out of his own 

: f P. Catrou. 

little 
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little eAate and fubftance the means of his 
rabfifbencey as well in the field, as in the 
wintcr-qatrters : and often when the cam- 
paign was dmwn out into too great a 
length, the lands, thofe efpecially of the 
poor Plebeians, were kft undlled. Hence 
arofe borrowing of money, uihries with 
intereft upon intereft, and in fine, the 
complaints and feditions of the people. 
The Senate, to prevent thefe diforders and 
inconveniences, paiied an ad: that for the 
future all the foldiers that ferved in the 
infantry fhould be paid out of the public 
money 5 and to provide a fund for tms tx^ 
pence, a new impoft (hould be laid, from 
which no citizen whatever fhould be ex« 
empt. I only copy from M. RoUin \ who 
obferves after Polybius, that this pay was 
two aioliy h e. a little more than three fols 
of French money. It was during the 
fiege of Veii, in the ^^zd year of Rome, 
that they began likewife to give a certain 
pay to the cavalry, as they had done before 
to the infantry. That of the horfe was 
treble the others, being fix oiolt^ or ten 
ibis French. Provifions were at that time 
very cheap, as M. Rollin obferves after 
Polybius : a bufliel of wheat was not ufu- 
ally worth in Italy more than four o6oh\ 
and the bufhel of barley but half as much. 
A hifliel of wheat ferved a foldier for 

• Hift. Rom. Tom. II. p. 330, 355. 

eight 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



JJj/?(rw/ PREFACE- n 

eight daya. This was the firft time that 
tl^ Roman elites or cavalry ftiriufhcd 
thcmfelws with haxkB^ the State havu^ 
alwaya before iiifiplied them therewith^ 

Camillas^ who had been created Dila- 
tor on ocotiion of the war with the Fa« 
Mu and Gapenates^ gave diitingmfhing 
ptoofi of his zeal for augmendng the re* 
venue and riches of the States for having 
made a confiderable booty, be refervcd the 
greftteft part of it for the public treafury, 
and granted the reft to the foldiers. And 
the next day after the taking of Veii^ he 
caufed all the prifoners to be ibid by au*- 
dion, and the money ari£uig from this 
iale was laid by for the puUic treafary« 
This was all that was excepted out of the 
plunder of fo opulent a city« During that 
fiege the Romans had been much haxafled 
and infefted by the Falifci : Camillu% then 
one of the Triduni Militum^ was fent a- 
g^nft them, and having routed them in a 
pitched battle, made himfelf mailer of 
their camp, all the booty whereof he fold 
for the profit of the public treaiury. His 
foldiers were exceedingly incenfed on this 
occafion; but being obliged to fubmit un- 
der a fevere difcipline, they could not help 
hating^ at tlie fame time that they ad^ 
mirei^ the virtue and public fpirit of their 
General. The Falifci ilmck with an he* 
roical a£t of generofity in Camillus, fur«- 

: . rendered 
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rendered to the Romans, and had then at 
much realbn to admire his moderation ; 
for the Deputies whom they had employed 
to make peace^ having been referred by 
the Senate to ithe Tribune, he only laid 
upon them a certain fum of money fufii* 
aent to pay the troops for that year, and 
eafe the Roman people of that charge. 
L. Lucretius and C. iEmilius, when they 
were ^ribum ISlitum^ granted fome little 
time afterwards a truce for twenty years 
to the VoUinians, upon condition that 
they reftored to the Romans all that they 
had taken from them, and reimburi^ 
them a year's pay for their troops* 
. In the war againft the Volfa, Camillus 
was more liberal to his fddiers ; he aban- 
doned to them all the booty which they 
found in the enemies camp, a larg^fs fo 
much the more agreeable to diem, as they 
did not exped it from a General who had 
never till then (hewed himfelf liberal veith 
regard to the fokliers. He was not left 
fuccefsfol in the war againft the Etrorians. 
The number of prifoners which ferved for 
an ornament to his triumph was fo great, 
that the price which arofe from their iale 
was fufficient to reimburfe the ladies 
the goU of their jewels which they 
had lent the Republic. After the exam- 
ple of Camillus, A. Cornelius Coffiis left 
lis foldiers all the booty which they 

fooiid 
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found in the camp of the Volfci \ but the 
prifoners were fold for the benefit of the 
public Treafury. The Generals neverthc- 
lefs on fome occaiions aiTumed the autho^ 
ri^r of abandoning all the booty to the 
foidiers. The Conful C Marcius Rutilus 
having &llen with an army into the terri- 
tory df Privemum, refervcd nothing of the 
booty for the public Treafury, and^allowed 
the foldier to take all : but in this he de- 
viated from the common pradice, wliich 
obliged the General to bring into the pub- 
lic Treafury at leaft the greater part of the 
ipoils taken from the enemy. This libe- 
rality of the Generals towards the foldiers, 
iays a modern Critic*, frequently raifed 
fufpicions in the Tribunes of the People. 
They took occaiion thence more than once 
to profecute the conqueror, out of a no- 
tion that fuch largefies were not made 
without defign« 

But what contributed infinitely to in- 
creafe the revenue of the State, was thq 
law made in relation to the manumiffion 
and freedom of flaves; which enadted 
that whoever enfranchifed a ilave (hould 
pay into the public Treafury the twentieth 
part of what fuch Have was worth. The 
Senators confirmed this law, becaufe it 
)>rought a confiderable revenue into the 

{ b ) Exche- 
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Exchequer, which 'wae noli rich; and this 
ihews clearly enough that fiich cv&Uk^ 
chifements were common and Jre^fwo^ 
What a noUe ufc did the State make of 
this public treafore, ander the CcxD^Uhip 
of C. Valerius Publio^, and C. Niu»M 
Rutilus ! Five Commi^ies were appeal* 
ed, and called Menfariij who weife «»»- 
powered to terminate the a&ir of ^ 
debts, which had been a froidu)^ fimfceol 
difienik>n9. Comptmg tsd)fes were eredtod 
in the market-places^ with ready monsf 
to pay the creditors, whofe place and al* 
fignments the State took upon difidiargiiig 
the debts; or elie putting a reafi)Bablft 
price upon the lands and hou^ of the 
debtors, they fold them at that rate, j^ 
this means abundance of debts were dis- 
charged without injuftice, and without 
any complaint 

The cuftom of carrying into the puUk 
Treafury a part of the booty taken from 
the enemy, ^was long condnued; Valerius 
Corvus, before he burnt the town of S$^* 
trique, abandoned the plunder of it to thft 
foldicry : but he enriched the public Trea-^ 
fury with the fale of four thoufaod prifoiii- 
ers of war, with which he nmde his air 
umphant entry into Rome. Iti&eaiy to 
be obferved, tnat when Generals wece not 
able to bring money into the pubUo^ UsH-^ 

fury. 
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fiiry, tlfiey ftill werecdreM on occaGoi) 
hot to ditainil^ it. ^hus they obliged tbfc 
people tha^ fiibiiijttcd to their arms, to ide- 
&sty the pay of the tioop^ fo^ a ccrtarrt 
&hd fi! mA at leafi being frugal of the 
treafmfe' of the State, I have quoted fc- 
veral inllante^ of diia mH?i!ary ceconomy^ 
The Cohfui L. iEmiUtfs treading in the . 
ficps of hfe predcceflbrs, when he had 
forted the Skmtiites to fue for peace, ex- 
afidct from theob: a year's pky foi^ his troops, 
aiKi dor A tD.fiippiy his army for threq 
niondis. 

But the RepuBlic wias noli fo entirely 
hlken upf witii die Hitrealing of the puh- 
Bc treafoie, as not to think at the fame 
suit of proper ihcans to make her citizens 
eiijoy die fruits of her conquefts. She did 
not fail* oii varioilts occalibns to feize pare 
of thfc enpmfcs territory, and to divide it 
^etAl^ards* among the citizens. There are 1 

inl&hces of this diftribution veiry ancient : 
I might eafily colieft a great number of 
tfeeih; ahd riie\V that Romulus firft laid 
the plan of fuch a divifion, in order to 
aggrandize his rifing State. I fhall.only 
obfervfe here, that die Romans, when to- 
watds the end of the fourth century afcer 
the foundation of Rome, they granted a 
llhice cf on hundtcd years to the Cerites, 
3^ people of Etruria, took away from them 
( b 2 ) half 
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iluif of their ,Unds. Some time after tius 
we find the Conful L, M^nUus ToiqoaUis 
i^p[nng the, ii^abitants of CapiVb ^^- 
VOH; 4Ad Prireroumji of d^eir detent poif> 
ieifionsii'aiKidiftribvting tbepfi aixumgthe 
pQn^eror& The fine pktios of FaJ^nc^ 
a$ iar as the liver Vulturous^ were ihafed 
in the fame manner^ and the diftribution 
which Rome made of thofe conq[|ie(efl 
countries was very equitable:, fuch as h^ 
lands inLatium, had only two acres i^ 
land on account of the neighboishodof 
Rome i and fuch as could not have t^ 
fame quantity of land in JLatium^ had by 
way of compenfation fome portion of hod 
in the country of the Privernates. With 
regard to the Romans who had the plaiiis 
of Falemo (hared among them> they af- 
figned them three acres of land, beouiie 
they lay at a greater diftance from Rooae; 

The Romans had likewife a cuftom of 
granting to Cobnies the lands of the aii*> 
ci^nt inhabitant^ whom they obliged to 
go and find out an abode in other quarter. 
Thus in order to chaftife the Senator^ oif 
Velitrae> they ordered them in the 4171(1 
year of Rome to quit their town and iesr 
tie beyond the Tyber, and made a gmnt 
of their lands to fuch as they fent dut^ier 
to form a colony. They confifc^tcd s^ 
«t the iame time the lands of tiv; people 
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of Tibar and Prancftft^' dn accobnt o'f 
thcif frequent revolts: ' ' " 

In the 43;oth year of kdmfe^ the Di£ia- 
tor L: Papirius Curfor gained' (5 compk« 
^ v^ory over tfie Saihnites, that they treit 
obliged to fne to him for peace. They 
came to an agreement that the Samnites 
Ihould give a cloathing to evefy foldicr of 
the Roman army, and a year's pay ; and 
flrould fend Embafladors to Rome to treat 
tfbout the conditions of a peace. P. De- 
tins a£led in the very fame manner with 
regard to 'the Samnites and the Etrurians,, 
who were always in league together againft 
Rome : inftead of the peace for which 
they fued, they obtained only one year's 
trace, on condition that they fupplied the 
Roman army with a year's pay, and for- 
ttiihed two fuits of cloaths to every foldier. 
The Tufcans faw themfelves ' foon after 
obliged by the Didator M. Valerius Maxi- 
mus to advance a year's pay for his army, 
and fijpply it with com for two months. 
Such was the price for which the Senate 
granted them a truce for two years. ^. 
Oirvilius, who obtained the honotir of a 
triumph for having vanquifhed the Tuf- 
€iri% was one of the Generals who brought 
*t}ie mod: confiderable funis into the pub- 
lic Ti'eafnry : he had foncbd the Fali&i to 
pay a fam that amounted to one hundred 
( b 3 ) fifty 
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fifty fix of our marljis of filver, and the 
pay of t;he army for that canapji^n. Upqi^ 
his feiurn to. Rome, he dpliycrpd to jiic 
Ouaeftors 1^ jfiioa which amounted to ^ 
hpn,4red' and ^ nine pf our marks of filvcf; 
^nd (omething qiorei 

To ihcV how intent the Generals were 
fornear five hunc^red years upon enriching 
the State, I need' onlv quote i part of the 
hoKlc anfwer vjrjiicn Fahridu^ made to 
Pyrrhus King of fipirus, who offered him 
gold and filver. " The thoughts of cnn 
^^ richine myfelf never yet can^c into my 
'^ head. As I have been long employe^ 
** in the adrniniftration of the Com|no|i- 
^^ wealth, lliave had a thoufand opportu- 
'^ nities of heaping up great funis 9? mo-« 
^^ ncy without any reproach. Can qnc 
*' defire a more favourable one than was 
^\ offered mc four years ago ? Inveftcd 
*^' with the dignity of Conful, I was fent 
*^* with a numerous army againft'the S^n;i- 
" nites, the Lucanians, and the Brutian^. 
'* I ravaged a great tradl pf country; I; 
*' beat the'fnerny in feveraJ battles; I topic 
** by aflault fcveral towns full of \yeal^h 
'^ and booty; I made th/: whole axmy 
*' rich with their fpoils ; 1 rp^nihutiw^ eYe>-* 
** ry citizen all the expenccs He t^d iWeii 
'* at for the war ; and^ havi^ received thd 
*' hopour of a taump]^' 1 put likcwife 
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*' £)ur hundred talents , .iat9 ^^ public 
" Trcifujy, ' . ,."\ .''•.,.' 

I (hall only; relate. a ie\yc other, faas toj 
^w^, tha^ the Romany in the moft floi^l 
rUhing times of their State, Aifl took care 
to draw from war confiderable fums which' 
were put injtp thp public Treafury. Hav- 
ing reduced all Italy into fubjedion^ they 
carried the war immediately to Carthage, 
forced Hieron King of Syracufe, who was 
in Ji^ue with that powerful Republic a- 
g9^i(^ the Mamertirkes, to fue for peace, 
^nd made him pay an hundred talents of 
filver». ,, They granted peace to the Cartha^ 
ginians upon ieveral conditions^ among 
which we iee that they obliged them to 
pay two thoufand two hundred talents in 
the fpace of ten years, and a thoufand im-* 
mediately upon the concluiion of the 
Treaty, A talent is valued at a thoufand 
crowns of French money. The Romans 
having afterwards picked an occafion of 
quarrel with the Carthaginians about Sar-* 
dinia^ thefe kft did not care to engage ia 
a new war, gave up all claim to Sardinia, 
and paid twelve hundred talents, over 
and »bovc thofe which they were already 
bouQd to give them. Scipio Africanus, af* 
tcr the icGond Funic war, obliged them to 
furniOk the troops of the Roman army 
wkh com for three months^ and with pay, 
(b4) till 

> 
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till they had anaDfwer with legard to ihc 
conditioM of pcice> and to psyJikewife 
1BX1 thou&nd talents of filwr trithin the 
ipace <£ fifty years^ viz. at tho rale of 
two hundred talents a year. \ 

V I'itus SlttinSiius Flarmniutvauito a peace* 
IK) lefs advantageoos with Philip Klng^ g6 
Macedon : he obliged that Prince to pay* 
the Commonwealdi a thoofimd taleitts^r 
one half immediately, and the other hatf 
in ten years, in the proportion of £fty 
a year. When he granted peace upoft 
feveral condiuons to Nabis Kii^ of 
Lac6d«non, he required him to pay 
down an hundred talents, and fifty a 
year for eight years following. He oon^ 
demned him likewife to yield up to die 
Romans all the towns that he waspo£^ 
feiTed of in the iile of Crete. Not to 
keep ftriftly to the order of time, I moil 
not omit ofaferving, that the fame T. 
Qoindius Flaminius, after his triumph for 
the vidlories he had obtained in Greece^ 
jfent into the public Treafury to the value 
of fix hundred forty eight thouiand Hvccs 
in fiiver coin and bullion, and two millions 
four hundred twenty thoufand and forty 
livres in pieces of gokl ; Inje3i argenti^ 
€em & oSio miUiaprndo^ & ducefM JSfA^ 
^intafa£li^ Of euri pondf^ trie nttUiaJif^ 
tinginta juafucnicdm^ (kys Livy, U^ 14^ 

The 
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The Conibl Marats RdwMsi PMitioi^i^ 

m the treaty of psaoe wlttck Im xriadffv 

widi die\£tolMim, amoBg other omditioiit 

triuob he prdcribed thra^ pU^^tkm! 

to advance immodiatdy two hundrad Eoh^ 

boBtntalcifeti to theRoixiaoS) and to pay 

Aree hoodfecd' mote in fix years, attbie 

Mto of fifty in a yfcar. The ScoUb^ M 

tbor latifiatum of this treaty, exprefily 

iofifted that die J&tolians flioald pay oae 

^f'band to the ProoMiful who waadien 

mGreeo^ two hundred Eobosan taknta 

in as good filvier as the Attic ; and that if 

f^tusy ohofe rather to make their payment 

of a third part of the fam in gold, they 

ihoold be at liberty to do fo, jprovided 

hwfwcf they gave one pound or gold in 

Ikii. of ten pounds of filver } viiiich Aiewi 

that propctftion between gold ahd filvef 

was at that time decople. The Senate 

added fiirther, that for fix years, reckon^ 

iog from the day of the condofion of the 

Treaty, they fhould pay fifty talents a 

year, and take care that diefe hms ihoald 

be certainly paid at Rome. 

At the fame time that the Conful M 
Fidvius NobUior redaced the ^tolians to t 
Aamcful treaty, his C^oUegae Cn. Maniim 
¥u^ iexooda petty tyrant called Moi^ 
^, :LV^ho lorded it over ibme towns of 
Pksjffsit to {Ay him an bundrad talents, 

and 
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cwm^ each o£ which hold oearjtwa£og^ 
liihimAids. la the famous treaty coib* 
(^«d bttUKcn Antiochitt the Great^ Kiag 
Qf.%r%' ami the Romaiis^ the S^oatftctid 
not focget the public Treafwy ; but qqa^ 
detnned that Prince to pay ia iwdYe jrears^ 
timci by equal portions each ycar^^ tfv^elfe- 
thottfaud talents oif iilYer, of therbdt A-- 
tbeoian • ftandard, the talent wfaeieoC 
weighed at leaf): fouricore Roma« poutids^^ 
I (hall only obferre, tb»t by the iame tre»« 
^ he WA6 obliged ta furnlih alfo fi¥e huo^ 
dred and ferty thouiand bufhels of whratw 
We fee alfo MaroQllua reftoring theGeki-^ 
beriansto their Ubeirty, in confidemtiMiof 
^ tribute cf fix hundred ulentSL TheP0>« 
Qpoioi Lt4€iHs Lkoillus, IcUovnog his fsx- 
asnpte, made the town of Cauca in Spaio 
pay him an* huadred tftlents of filver. The 
&m0us, SyUa, after haying gained two vi-*^ 
doiies owr Mithridates Kmg of Fontus^. 
granted hkm peace npooi feveral conditions ; 
one of which was, that he fhouki pay two 
thoufand talents for the charges of the 
w^. Poippey a£ted ia the iame manner 
\fiith regaxd to Tigranes King of Armenia i 
qbJtigkig him to pay the Romans fix thou^ 
^ad taknte (or 1 16^^00 L Sc^Uog) foe 
the charges of the war, which he hftd en« 
t^red into ag^nft them without any gfQun<l 
qK provocation. 

Before 
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Before Pompey's tisK^ the public revet 
nue$ arifipg frpm 4^ dkl jiot (ae Pktanih 
relates) amount yc^xly to iTiorp than 6ve- 
tjioi^f^nd myriaidS) or ^ty millions of 
drachms (which ppq^es fo ghout fiy^ and 
twenty millions of Ijvies, pr one miUioa 
fix hundr^c) .an(i ^i^rtepn (hoiifi^nd Ave 
hundred eu^}ity three pounds^ 6 j. 8 d. ftc^ 
ling) hvn m coqqjiefts were fo adyanta- 
geoqstp the Hon^ans, that thpy drew af- 
terwards thence eight thoufaqd |ive hup* 
4red noyriads ; which cpn^^ to two mil- 
lions feven hundred forty four thpuiand 
fevep hundred ninety ope poqnds^ i3r. 
aJ. Aerling- }i^ hroi^ht into the public \ 
"f reail^ry, ^s wtU in filver cpip as in gdd 
sind filver pl^te^ fwf q^ thcto^nd tajefits, 
that is, fixty millions of liyr^a. Nobody 
will mal^e any d^fficftlty ip believing thia 
fji^ \y\^o confiders that hfi forced T^- 
nes a(one (as I h^ve faid a little before) to 
p^y hff^a fix thouf^nd ^aknts, wliviph make 
about ^ighte^n n#iona of Frepch Uvres« 
Thi^ ipunenfe revenue v^zfi Ulj?wife prodi- 
giouily increafed, a^fter the Qaiiils and E- 
g^ were made Roman Provinces. 
^ It is certain that the money thus heaped 
up in their wars, contributed infinitely to 
e^s(^pe th(^ revenmui^of (he Romans. We 
do not fee under the Emperors any in- 
ftances of this potii;ic ceconopiy. Auguftua 

however. 
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however; irfid a{)plied himfclf to enrich 
.ki9 fi^bjedband'tmbetlifh the Capital of 
the Empire/ 'Ibfapcd together imbacnfe 
tnttit. The money left by Tiberius is a 
fiibftdntlal proof of this fed. 
• Though this laft Prince was extremely 
vlcioas, he was not however covetous. Sa^ 
ttsfirmut^ (ays Suetonius in the life of Au- 
guftus; ut Jape mentor avi^ adverjus pecu- 
niam. He was in truth Ibmctimes car- 
ried on to unfpeakablc Cruelties; but be- 
fides that the infknces thereof ire very 
rare, he left immenfe fums in his Exche- 
quer: Ficies ac fepties HS^ (ays Tacitus^ 
which amount to two hundred and two 
millions of French money ♦, a fum which 
is hardly to be found now-a-days in the 
treafury of an Eaftern Monarch. Caligula 
his fucceflor fquandered away all this mo- 
ney in lefs than a year's time. Ntm toto 
vertenie anno ajfumpjft^ arc the very words 
of Stketomus. Though Tiberius was a 
Prince that ufed ceconomy enough^ it is 
nevterthelcfs very probable that this prodi- 
gious quahtity of money had been chiefly 
boarded up under the long and pacim: 
rtign of Auguftus, who, according to the 

•^ TYmUtt Dr. Jrhathm$i wto fegrets much (Jhrf nd 
AotJbor bad in ki$ time left us 9^y tooount of tk? if ij|ii«i4 
of* ihe Roman Empire, computes it at »7796^75 / fter7 
Httg. Wti^t Mid Mnffikir, c' 1 8. 

wife 
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wife politicks of Pnnc«« tH%t fiMf^y,:^ 
ha{)f)incfs of their fubj^Sj ucamiqedcarq- 
full/ into the public ^a^ounts. Sooio ticnc 
before bis dqatb he depoiited iq. ^e l^nif 
of the Veftals three volumes .cf>nta^f>jqig^j» 
detail of the whole Empire^ the iMtfnber 
of forces, . the ftate of the Kewnue, of 
the public Treaiury, and his private £x^ 
cheqpefy and what ftill reaiained due of 
the various impofts and tributes. Auguftus 
had lilqewife drawn up a lift of the ilaves 
and. freed*men who ought be brought to 
aiji^acGDuatt. Breviarium tatius Imperii^ 
^antuifi militum Jub Jignis ubique efet,^ 
quantum fecunia in arario & ^cis^ & 
niiSiigaliorum refiduis: adjecit & Ub€rt(h 
rum fervorumque nomina ^ qui bus rati a 
exigipoffeti fays Suetonius in the Life of 
Ai^uftus. We fee in this pailage that 
the Emperor carefully ., diftingui(hed be« 
tween the public Treafury and the Prince's 
private Exchequer^ looking upon the one 
as the revenue of the State, and the other 
as his own patrimony. It was at this pri-* 
vate Exchequer that the legacies bequeath- 
ed by will to Tiberius, Livia, Germaoicus, 
and the Roman people were received. 
This diftindtion is ftill more clearly at- 
tefted by what Suetonius fays, that though 
be left the Empire in a flourifhing condi- 
tion, he alledges the narrowncfs of his 

private 
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private fermnte^ as a i^^oti ^hy he left fo 
few lucres, eiceufdta rei fdmUtdris fhtdi- 
mritate. TWs PriAcc obftirvcS likiwiftf irt 
lib i*UI, that his heirs wouH hkVe btAy 
ttaet mtffioli* feveri htundried and hStf 
tfaotifertd ctow^As ttf be fhar<id Attiongff 
tberri, whereas he had within tweA<y years 
paft inherited of his friend to the iafloteof 
fourfcdre millions ^d fifteen bundriif 
crowns 5 the w^hble of whfch dhttoft fifc 
had faerificed, befidfeshis ownr patrnnbhy^- 
tb' the ptrblic good. 

Atiguifais-, in (htrt ditKnguithitig tM 
pnftfic Treafiiry frbrii the private Ejicfte^ 
qtier, atScd agreeably to the governriicnll 
of the Republic, under whkh the pbb^ 
Treafury had bceA a very fer?iceable re- 
fbarce: After his example, fuch Empe- 
rors- as* were truly concerfted for the happi- 
nefi df their fuhgtds, as Trajah and A- 
drtari, took particular care to ^t'efef vb and 
augment the revenue of the State. Spar- 
tian fays, that the former of thefe Princes* 
would not fuffer the confifcated efFedsof 
perfon& condemned to death to be brought 
into his particular Exchequer, but caufed 
theni to be carried to the public TreAfuty: 
Pliny did not fail to extol Trajan for the 
manner in which he adminlftcr'd the reve^' • 
nucs of the Empire, and his privater 
cftatc. ** But perhaps (fays he to him) 

" you 
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'^ you sre more carefiil in thtf^ MRUNigb^ 
*^ ment of your privaie .%mp« ihsA ymi 
'* am of Ae public. Far. ftcwtt dokig fe^ 
'^ yoa mdier favour it d^lefii^ sm tfink^ 
^^ ing yoa have a better right and p^Oit 
** power over yoni awn mafe, thaft owt 
'' that of the RepoUic*' 

What I propofe in laynag ikek (^tS^ tD- 
getber^ is to point out a fource of revenue 
which the Romans knew how to opeo^ 
and make it contribute infinitely to the 
grandeur of the State and the happinefs of 
the citizens. In proportion as the public 
treafure came to be more confiderable^ 
the Republic ftill found in it greater re* 
foorcea in critical conjunctures. She was 
under no necefiity of loading the citizens 
with heavy impofts^ the public Trcafury 
never failed affording a ready and fure re* 
fource in all exigencies whatever^ If ihc 
took any fum from thence in times of ca- 
lanaity, fhe reflored it with advantj^e, and 
flocked it with new fupplies when ftie had 
gained a vKftory. Some Emperors w^rc 
1(> fenfible of the advantages of this poli- • 
tic CBCpnomy, that they obliged fcveral 
Provinces to furnifh oil^ horfes^ iluflfe, ha* 
con, and a certain quantity of corn. They • 
crcjaed magazines of all thefe kinds of 
munitions and provifions^ in order to open 
and-jiiftribute them in a time of fcarcity 

or 
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or &mine, without deriving thence any 
immediate profit to the State. Every thing 
that relates to the Romans afie^ and in* 
terefts us to much, that I have room to 
hope the world wiU not be diipleafed to 
find in the following Treatife various ex* 
amples of a politic oeconomy which we 
cannot help admiring. 



OP 
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O F T H E 

REVENUES 

O F T H E 

ROMANS. 

CHAP. I. 

Of the Demejhe of the Romans^ 

TH E Romans had a Bemefne confift- 
ing in arable and pafture lands, niea« 
dows, rincyards, forcfts, olive plan- 
tationsy ponds, mines, rivers, lak-works, and 
fruit-trcts. ; 

Romulus divided the territory of Rome in- 
to three parts. He difpofed of the firft to the 
thirty Curie by equal portions ; he affigned 
the fecond for keepmg the temples in repair, 
and defraying the charges of facrifices ; and 
the third was applied to the occafions of the 
State '• 

* Agnun in triginta partes aeqnales divxfit; fedexemie 
pijiis quantom ad minifteria Sacronixn & Temploruxn fatU 
diet, ic qttaodam partem qux eilec Jurii publia j:dcivavir. 
Dm. HwUam. L x« c a. 

B la 
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In the courfe of time, the ridories of the 
Romans fwelled their Exchequer, and the con^* . 
quefts they made were conftantly a new iburce 
of revenue. The Dcmefne increafcd in pro- 
portion as the frontiers of the Republic were 
extended. Thus triumphs enriched them, and 
no way impoveriftied the viAorious ♦• [as is 
generally the cafe naw-a-days.'] The Veii hav- 
ing been fubdued by the Romans, were con- 
demned, as Livy afliires us, to lofe part of 
their territory \ 

The Sabines, according to the fame hifto- 
rian, paid a like fine ; and whoever fhall trace 
the progrefs of the arms of the Romans, will 
eafily obfenre the progrefs of the Demefne, 
and the improvement of the public Trcafury, 
as well under the government of the Kings, 
as under the authority of the Con&ls and the 
Senate, under the popular government, and in 
fine under the dommion of the £n^)eraix 
Horace fpeaking of the golden age of the Ro- 
man Republic, fays, that tbe private men ^ere 
p9or^ am the State rich S 

There were many bftanccs of illuftrious ci- 
tizens, who, after having enriched their coun- 
try, died without leaving efieOs fufficient to 
defray the chaiges of their funerah The po- 
verty of Valerius Publicola, Menenius Agrip- 
pa, and Cmcinnatus, was a jufter fubjea of 

** iliefi nvtrdt in ItaUck Utttr voen Jhnei «/« kfir$ 
fins Tnatifi ctmUbi licntjedi mdtbi cafi wms th fime mi 
io aUcibirfmfagih i^fire whici Ms smtA ** •cfttn.'} 

^ Veientcs parte iigionim moltati fnntt 92r. Liv. I r. 

a. 3- 

< Privatus illii ctnSna ciat bitrifl^ coBumme iDsgniiiii. 
Or. L a. Od. 15. 
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glory, and much more for their honour, than 
all the riches of their fucceflbrs ^ 

The Martian foreft, the territory of the 
Volfci, the lands of the Hernici, the fields of 
the Aruncians, and the eftates of the Equi, 
i¥ere incorporated into the Demefne ; fo diac 
war, which is now become a bottomlefs pit 
that fwallows up all the riches of a State, was 
then a mine from which, the Romans drew 
their greateft treafures. This hath been very 
well obferved by a politician ^ who is detefted 
by private men, but is continually confulted 
by the befl: and ableft Minifters. This is a 
matter of faft proved by an infinite number 
of examples, the multitude of which would 
ferve rather to puzzle, than to give new light 
to the fubjed: ^ but it is founded on a princi« 
pie of political prudence, which requires that 
the revenue of a State Ihould arife fi-om the 
very fource from whence the neccffity of the 
expenee is derived ; and that war, which is a 
devouring monfter, fbould be fed with its own 
iiibftance, and drink its own blood. 

Cdnfifcations were a fecond fource of the 
Demefne* I ihall only in this place quote an 
inftance or two, becaufe I have wrote a parti- 
cular chapter on the fubjeft. 

The Demefne of Tarquin the Proud was 
confilcated to the profit of the Commonwealth } 
and fome patrimonial lands which belonged to 
him were converted into a place of public af- 
icmblies called the Field of Marsy to fhew that 

* lit. U*o ]. i» 2, 3. Ditm. Halicam. 

* Machiavelf 1. 2. c. 7. upon T. Uv, See Li^, Ha" 
Scam. FUrus, Foljbius, and Jujiin. 

B 2 the 
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the State would never come into any accom- 
modation with him, or have any peace with 
fuch as fhould endeavour to reftore him. 

The eftates of the Decemviri were likewifc 
confifcated % becaufe of (imple G^mmiflioners 
as they were originally, they had fet up them- 
felves for Sovereigns ; and abufing the autho- 
rity delegated to them by the Senate and the 
People for drawing up and eftablilhing a bo- 
dy of laws, they had arrogated to themfelves 
the power of abfolute dominion. The eilate 
of Spurius Melius was alio annexed to the 
Demefne ?. 

Confifcations were introduced, becaufe a 
perfon cut off from human fociety by a capital 
punifhm^nt, or from the Republic by a civil 
death, is deemed to be annihilated, and con* 
fcquently incapable of leaving or difpofing of 
his effe^ to his relations or friends, as being 
cut off from all (hare or benefit in the laws \ 
fo that in fuch cafe the eilate which he enjoyed9 
being left without any proprietor, ought natu- 
rally to efcheate to the public Demefne, as the 
common center from which he was prefumed 
to have derived it originally. The laft Em- 
perors in truth moderated the rigour of this 
part of the law, as being perfuaded that na* 
ture was more ancient than law, and that rights 
of blood were preferable to the claims of the 
Imperial Exchequer ^. 

I (hall not here take any notice of Attalus 
King of Pergamus, who left the People of 
Rome his heir; nor of dooationSt fines im- 

' r. iiv. far Dim. Hal. hi. 
% T Liv, 1 4. 
?iVi^i« 134. 

pofcd. 
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pofed, or cftates devolving to the public by 
efcheat, and deemed to be vacant or deftitute 
of a proprietor ; becaufc I fhall fpcak of thena- 
at large in another place. It will be fufficient 
to remark, that when private men mounted 
on the Imperial Throne, they brought all their 
own eftates as it were by way of portion to 
the State ; for eftates being only acceffories 
and annexed to perfons, could not continue in 
a private condition, when the proprietor there- 
of was raifed to the dignity of a Sovereign. 
One of the Antonini fhewed himfelf very fen- 
fible of this truth, when after his elevation he 
faid to his wife, wL\> blamed him for not be* 
ing liberal enough. Madam, we have now no- 
thing of our own ^ 5 meaning, as I conceive, 
that the public intereft and his private intereft 
being blended together in the pcrfon of the 
Prince, he had no longer any eftate in private . 
property ; and that what he had brought, being 
united to that of the State, had immediately 
thereupon changed its nature, and become the 
property of the Empire, being no longer an- 
nexed to his perfon, but to his dignity. But the 
Emperors did not ufe to make exprefs decla- 
rations for thefe kinds of annexing } at leaft 
neither Hiftory nor the Laws furnifh us with 
any inftance thereof 5 as was praftifed in France 
in the year 1532 with r^ard to the fovereign- 
ty of Beam, the Kingdom of Navarre, the 
Duchy of Bretagne, Normandy, and the lands 
of perfons condemned for high treafon ; the' 
a poflelfion of ten years hath, by the very 
words of the Ordinances of 1566^ the lame ' 
force as a formal declaration, 
f T«/. C^ In Antoniiio Pio. 

B 3 Tho 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Of the Revenues 

The lands of the Demeihe were called Prm^ 
dia Tamiacay Pradia Ddmimca^ Fundi Patrt- 
fnonidesy Pradia Civilia vd Frfcaliaj Res Prv- 
vata vel Domimc4g ^. 

We may judge of the largenels and extent 
of this Demeihe by the gteatnels of the Ro- 
man Empire, which had fcarce any other 
bounds than thofe of the Univerfe ^ ; for the 
lands of the Imperial Demeihe were fpread 
over all the Provmccs erf that vaft Republic, 
and particularly in thofe of Afia and the 
Eaft-. 

This Demefne comprehended likewife a 
great many forefts, the adminiftration where* 
of was very honourable, whatever contempt 
Julius Caelar cxprcffed for that kind of em- 
ployment ; and notwithftanding the complaints 
he made, that his commiflion in Spain gave 
him no power but over trees and thickets «• 

Rivers made alfo a part of the Demefne i 
and this is the opinion of Angdus upon the 
law Euminum''. Ulpian had decided this 
point before in exprefi terms upon the firft 
Jaw. 

The lawyer Caius mountains in like manner 
that the public hath every whit as much pro- 
perty in rivers % as particular citizens have in 

k C. Dc Prai Tamiacii, t^c. & paffim. 
1 Orbcm jam totum vi^r Romaaus habebat. 
Qua nure, qu^ terns, qua fidos currit utrmnque. 

* £. 6. 8. 13. Ctt/ De fandk patrimon. 
» CW. /. 1 1, 7, 62, 63, 6c, tii. Dc fiigit Colonis fidta* 
Cnf. De Mancipiis iaituenf. &c. 
^J^:Dc damno infir 6I0. 
r ^. Dc Interd. /. i./I De diyifione ttnun. 

their 
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their private dbtes : and the firft law confirms 
ullb this opinion \ 

To form a clear and diftin£l: notion of the 
matter I am treating of in this place, it will . 
be proper to frame in the imagination as it 
were four circles of different fizes« inclofed 
one widun another, vm. Families, Towns and 
Corporations, Staites, and in fine, the univer- 
ial Republic of the world. Private cftates 
belong to Families ; public eftates, in an im- 
proper meaning of the word, to Towns and 
Corporations \ public things, in their true and 
natural fiaife, to States; and thiiigs common 
belong to the great Rq)ublic of the Univerfe^ 
of which the native and the foreigner, the ci- 
vilized man and the barbarian, are equally ci- 
tizens. 

From thb principle Lawyers Jbave inferred^ 
that the earth, the air, fire, and the lea belong 
in general to all mankind % and that by the 
Law of Nations the entrance and pafiage of 
all ieas are free and open to all kinds or na- 
tions, without any diftinftion of country or 
climate. 

The ihores too, becaufe they palled for ac« 
ceflbries or appendages of the Tea, were deemed 
to enjoy, as it may oe laid, or be entided to 
the fame free and common right. The cap- 
tains of ^neas's fleet, in Virgil, make great 
complaints againft Dido's officers, becaufe 
they had hindered them from coming into the 

^ff> $. I* De fliuninibiu. 
f Imft. §. I. Ht. De reiiim divifione. 
/^ 2. §• Si quit in man. ff. Nc quia in loco publico. 

B 4 roads 
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roads and landing on the coafts of Africk ^ : 
and Juno, in Ovid, exclaims againft a like 
injufticc '. 

It muft be owned however, that the Princess 
Exchequer began to attack and encroach upon 
this right : and flatterers maintained that every 
thing which fwam in the fea or in rivers be* 
longed to the Emperor's Demefne ; a claim 
which appeared extremely fhocking to Juve* 
nal\ 

Now-a-days, * * [when ambition and avarice 

have effaced in a manner all traces of this right'] 

. Princes pretend that the fea follows the nature 

of the (hore \ and confequently whoever is 

mafter of this, is mailer alfo of the other. 

This is the quarrel of the Hollanders and 
the Danes about the ftreightand paflage of the 
Sound ; of the Englifh and Danes in relation 
to the feas of Norway ; of the Dutch and 
Englifh with regard to the Britilh Channel ^ 
of the Pope and Venetians about the naviga- 
tion of the Adriatic fea \ and of moft nations 
in regard of the commerce of the Eaft and 
Weft Indies, which the Portuguefe and the 
Spaniards have always laboured to engrols and 
appropriate to themfdves, exclufive of all o^ 
ther European nations, 

' Quod genus hoc hommuniy quare hunc tun barbaia 
morem 
Pcrauctit patria ? Ho^itio prohibemur arenas. 

jSmid. L I. 
* Quid prohibetis aquas? Ufus communis aquanun cft» 
? Si quid Parphurio, fi crcdimus Annillato, 
Qgicquid confoicuum pulcnmiquc ez sequore toto eft. 
Res Ua eft, ubicumque natat, yttv. Sat 4. 

The 
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Tbe diief reafons that fupport this common 
right and freedom of the fea^ feem to me to 
be taken, 

1. From the ncceflity of commerce '. 

2. From the diverfity of arts, and the va* 
rious kinds of genius. 

J. From the delire of travelling, and the 
[nation which all men have for fociety. 

4. From the original right which every 
particular perfon hath over all the earth, and 
which the competition of different claimants 
hath caufed to be ihared out, as it divides an 
inheritance among feveral coheirs. 

5. From the quality which the fea hath of 
ferving for a public road to all the nations of 
the world. 

6. From this great road's not being liable 
to be fpoiled, or fubjed to any reparations. 

7. Laftly, becaufe no body can juftly com- 
plain of a paflage, which belongs to nature, 
and is never to be deftroyed or.altered. 

It is however proper to adhere to the right 
which is fettled by practice and cuftpm, with- 
^t troubling ourfelyes about laws that are ei- 
ther difufed oraboliihed. 
' The Imperial Exchequer had no claim or 
right to wrecks ''. The Emperor Conftan- 
tine takes under his protedtion all peribns what* 
ever that fuff^red by the fea, and grants a kind 
fandtuary or place of refuge to fhips that were 
driven on fhorc by tempefts. The Majefty of 
tbe Empire J lays he, both no rigbt over tbe af^ 
fiUlions of tbe unfortunate. 

■ Nee ver2 terrae ferre oxnnes omnia pofliint. Giorg. i. 
? Cod. L I. De Naafiagiis. 

•^Ifthe 
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• • \The Ordinances ef the Ka^s of France 
are very different ^ infamucb that ^ the perfins 
inter efted in a wreck do not make their chum witb* 
in a time preji^ced^ tie fpace vobereaf is reafima- 
tie enough^ that is^ of a year and a day^ tbey 
are deemed voluntarily to renounce what tbeftorm 
had taken from tbem before agais^ their wills by 
force.'] 

The Emperors fometimes g^ve away the 
lands of their Demefne^ referving only a quit- 
rent ; and thefe could not be taken away from 
thofe who held them or their fucceflbrs, jco-o- 
▼ided the rent was duly paid "". Ulpian rciles 
this kind of Demefne by the name of Tribu- 
tary Fields, Jgri veSigales. This is properly 
fpeaking what we call the infeofied or un* 
diangeable Demefiie. 

They farmed out other lands for a fum of 
feady money, and the leafes thereof were du- 
ally made for five years : this is the change- 
able Demefne ^. Sometimes they let it out by 
halves, and the farmers of this kind were 
called Cohni Partiarii. 

Wafte and uncultivated lands were fome- 
times difpofed of for a long term of years ' : 
this depended on the CDConomy and good con« 
duft of the adminifbators. 

Leafos were ufually granted for five years % 
becaufe at the end of diat term a general re- 

** Ordamumi of 1543, Art. 11, t3« and of i5S4t 
1573, and 1582. 

* L. I . jf. Si ager vcAigal. 

L. 5. C. De locatione pned. file, 
y Farr. 1. 4. Dc ling. Lat. 
£. i.ff. Si ager veAigal. 

* L. t. C. De jure EmphitenticOy fie. 

* T. Uv. & C. Dc locat. veAlgalium. 

view 
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view was made of all the citizens, and an ex« 
ad account taken of their eftates. But thefe 
three kinds of leafes differed in abundance of 
rcfpe&s from the adjudications of the King of 
France's Demelhe. 

1. If the leflees of an eftate failed in pay* 
ing their rent for three years together, or even 
only for two years, the leafe was yacatod and 
entirely difTolved "^ : whereas in France it is ne- 
ceflary to procure the King's letters, and car- 
ry on a fuit of law for fetting it afide ; the 
fummary ways of annulling a leafe without the 
formalities of a legal proceeding not being re- 
ceived in that kingdom \ The fame method 
was obferved with r^srd to leafes for a long 
term of years. 

2. When the poiTeflbrs or detainers of eftates 
fold them, there was no duty paid to the Im- 
perial Treafury ^ They are now obliged to 
pay fines d[ alienation. 

^^ 3. They did not obferve the £une fbrmali* 

ties in fales or leafes as are now in ufe \ buC 

^ they ftill agreed in the main % We do not 

find that they made ufe of fire ; but by poft- 

* ing up advertifements they gave public notice 

^ of the adjudications or audions that were to be 

^ made ^ There were in this point fome delays 

which were not always uniform^ and after 

auftions were over and adjudications made» 

^ there was flill a certain time allowed for re- 



\f 



^ L, I. Cod. De jure Empliit. Atuhpiik. Qui vtsu 

C. De facroOnais Ecdefiis. 
' Loijiaut Bacpiii, 
' £. 5. De locat. praed. fifcal. 
* £. I. C. De vendendii rebus Gnt. 
' £, 3. De fide 8c jure hate fifcalu^ frpaffiminCodjoe, 
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ceiidng higher ofiers ; fo that the Ro]raLOrdi<i 
nances upon this fubjeft are taken almoft ver^ 
tatim from the laws I quote. 

4. When a perfon was evided through de- 
fault of paying his rent for two or three years, 
he was not reimburfed for any improvements 
he had made on the eftate ; diough if it was 
in a worfe condition, and he had committed 
any wafte upon it, he was obliged to make 
good the damages ^. This depends in France 
on the equity of the Judges or Commi/Iarics. 

It cannot be' improper to obferve, that none 
but the Imperial Treafury and the Churches 
had a right to receive any higher ofiers after 
an audtion or adjudication was over ; and that 
Towns and Corporations were excluded from 
that privilege **. 

5. If farms were adjudged to infolvent per- 
fohs, the officers anfwered for them, (which is 
not the cafe at prefent.) For this reafon the 
Emperors Gratian, Valentinian, and Theodo- 
fius ordered them to dilpofe of the farms only 
to rich and fubftantial people, that could give 
good and fufficient fecurity '. The Ordinance 
of Francis I. is agreeable to this regulation. 

6. The Romans knew no diftindion be* 
tween lands noble and ignoble, lands free or 
allodial \ nor any thing of fines of alienation, 
the fifth part of the purchafe-money payable 
to the Lord of a fief, and the fifth ot that 



« K^vilL 120. , 
* I. I. C. Dc vcndend. rcb. Qvk. 
L. 21. §. y,ff. Ad mnnicip. Jutb, 19. C. De iacroC 
Ecdefiis. 
' L. I. C. De locat praed. fifcal. 

fifth. 
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fifth, of inveftiture and feizin, feizures, open- 
ing of the fief, amercements for not paying 
the quit^rent, nor in fhort of the rights of 
high, mean, and low jurifdiftion L The Ita* 
lian lawyers " who have thought that Romu- 
lus had inftituted and fettled fie6, upon his ha- 
ving divided the Roman cidzens into two or- 
ders, and called. the' one Patrons (which is a 
name that our French Civilians give to feudal 
Lords) and the others Clients j which is a term 
that they afcribe to Vaflals and Feudataries % 
thefe lawyers, I fay, had not confulted Dio- 
nyfius of Halicamaflus " ; for he would have 
told them, that the Patrons were the Patricii, 
who had the care of religion and bore civil 
offices; and the Qients were the Plebeians, 
who tilled the lands, exercifed mechanic arts, 
and followed trades. The firft were properly 
the prote&ors of the others, and thele in re- 
turn paid them a great deal of refpeft : but 
befides that thefe tides were voluntary, every 
one being at liberty to chufe any body he liked 
for his protedtor, they were likewife purely 
pedbnal, belonging to the perfons, and having 
no manner of relation to the lands and eftates 
which fuch perfons occupied or enjoyed. 

7. There was a Superintendant of the De- 
mefoe, who was diftinguifhed by the tide of 
JUufirious "* : it was one of the firft pofts of 
the Empire. This officer had no dependance 

' VUhmfir la toutuwu i$ 7r9fis. 
Coquillet Infi. da Droit Franfds. 

* Baldus^ Bartkolut. 
■ L, 2. c, 2. 

* C. De officio Comit. ren privatt 

on 
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on the SuperintendaDt-geoeral of die revcnoe^ 
and took place immediately after him. 

8. The money arifing from the Demefiie 
was put into a particular trcafiny called ibe 
JNJi f ; but what arofe from other branches of 
the revenue was lodged in the public Treafii- 
ry called fimply jBrarium. 

The younger Pliny in his Pan^yric nudccs 
a diftin&ion between thefe two forts of Trea- 
furies, though their names are often confound- 
ed in other authors. In France the profits o£ 
the Demefne are paid into the Royal Treafii- 
ry, and are undo* the diredion ot the Corn* 
ptroller general of the revenue. 

9. The ancient farmers, when their leafe 
was expired, had the preference before all o* 
thers. There is a rq;dation to this efieft 
made by die Emperors Honorius and Arcadi* 
us: // is juji and egpdtahUj faid they, tiM the 
M tenants Jbould he preferred to new bidders j jf 
tbey offer tbejkme price ^ ♦♦ [In France tins 
depends on the Comptroller-general of the K^ 
nances.] 

10. There was a general prohibidon which 
incajpacitated all the officers of the Emperor'a 
houmold from being admitted tenants of any 
part of the Demefne ' ^ and it lay more parti- 
cularly againft fuch as had any poil or em* 
ployment in the Revenue, either in their own 
name, or by the intervention of others lending 

P L. 2. i Hoc interdift. /.Nequid in loco piiblicQ^ &c. 

^ i£quiuti congruit, uc vetcres pofleflbres fundoituii 
publicoram noyiflimis conda&>ribus pnefenmtiuv fi 6fia 
per alios augmenu fufcipiant. 

' L Um'c. C. Quiboi ad condu£lio&ein pned. fifcaL sc« 
ccderc non licet, 

them 
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diem theirs: there is an Edidt of Arcadius 
and Honorius ezprels to this purpofe f • The 
Ordinances of the Kings of France in 1541 
and 1561 are s^reeable to this regulation : but 
they are not always obfenred, the neceflities of 
the State fubjefting them to irequent deroga- 
tions. 

XI. The officers of the Revenue fometimes 
improved and made the moft of the Demefne 
by putting it under the management of parti- 
cular Commiffioners who had feveral families 
and flaves under them \ In France there is an 
Ordinance which allows* and indeed goes fb 
fir as to preftribe this : but it is broke Sirough 
by a contrary cuftom. 

12. The Demefne lands were fubjeft to 
^Magt^ and other charges incident to lands "* % 
as well as to repairs of the hi^hwajrs, bridges^ 
and caufeways. In France this is not obfenred 
at prefent in feveral Provinces, where the 
Taliiages are affixed to lands % particularly 
in Dauphine, where the lands of noble tenure 
declared to be fb in the ancient Cadaftre'^^ are 
exempt from them: and as for highways^ 
bridges, caufeways, nx^les, piers and banks, 
the officers of the Revenue aflign and appro- 

^ Nidlufl Pahtmonim qui in officio iti noftras privataB 
suHtant, condoftionb nomine, vd per fe, vel per quam- 
fibet peribnam pofieffioniixn hajafmodi conducendanun h,-- 
cnltatcm, cum ncque militi> neque cuiiali hoc permicca- 
iniis* 

* L. 10. C. Ht 62 &r 63. 

* £. I. C. De collat. fund, patrim. 

* L. 4. De privil^iis Domus Augnfte. 

* Vbt CudaRf is a public r^ifiir madi by authority ^ 
ibi Cwri rf Aides^ and contaimng tbe noma if thi frofri" 
4t9ri tf tjiaiis^ tbtir fuatity mid tuibi, in $acb corftratiom 
mndfaryb. 

% priate 
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priate erery year a particular fund for tfaefc 
kinds of expences "". 

There is one remarkable difierence between 
the Demefne of the Kings of France, and 
that of the Roman Emperors. The firft of 
thefe is lacred and inalienable, except in two 
cafes only, viz. when it is neceflary to provide 
for the urgent neceflicies of the State, and even 
then there is a right referved of repurchafing 
it, which cannot be foreclofed by any prdbi- 
ption ; and in order to fettle an appanage fbr 
a younger branch of the Royal Family, but 
ftill with a right of reverfion to the Crown in 
defeft of male if&e : fo that a {xirchaier ne* 
ver hath an unalterable property in lands that 
ever were part of the Royal Demefne, as ap- 
pears by the firquent refumptions and.ie-iales 
that are made thereof. The Imperial Demefne 
on the contrary was fold and alienated for ever, 
like the eftates of private perfons. 

There was a femous law made by Alexan« 
der Severufi to this eScGt. IJhtmld hlufi^ fays, 
this Emperor, for Jhamty if the officers (f my 
Exchequer fbtmld offer to fue and moleft a fur^ 
chafer of the Demefne^ after it hath been fairly 
afftgneato him^ and be bath paid the purcbapt* 
money for it \ 

The words of Honorius and Theodofius on 
this fubjeft are not lefs remarkable. Neither 
equity nor honour^ fay they, allow the Princes 
^reafury to refume what it bath once fold \ 

^ ExfU/i, in hb PUoMn^t. 

* Graviifimoxn verecundia mea dnxit, at CDJus iti pie* 
dum (cum bona fide c£et addida) femel fifcna acoepen^ 
qus concroverfiam teferat. 

r Retradbre fifcum ^uod femel yendidi^ ^^tadi ho* 
Qcfiatifqoc ratio iKm paatur. £. a. C»i. 

2 Tbeo* 
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Thcodofius andValentinian decide this poinC 
in terms ftill more exprels. We enoEt^ fay 
theyz, iy tbis prgfimt Declarafian^ that the pur-^ 
cbaftrs of the lands af our Demefne in perpetuity^ 
fiaU remain far ever pojfejfed thereof j notwitb'- 
fianiifig any grant or affignment thereof that the 
Emperor may make bmfelf to a third perfon^ ei*. 
tier at the requeft of fucb perfon^ or of his own 
proper motion^ under the penalty of an hundred 
pound fine to be laid on the Superintendant of the 
Demejke that Jhall airf way infringe tins Ordi- 
nance j and the like fine upon the officers of our 
Demffisij to he paid to uSj whatever high and 
advantageous offers of greater value may be made 
from other auarters. Our meaning therefore iSf 
that tbefe kinds of public contraSs fhdl be for 
ever irrevocable I and likewife the eftates Jbld and 
effigned may not for the future be refumed nor 
taken amay from the pur chafers to whom they 
have been i^gnedj or from their children^ fuc* 
€effors^ heirs and afjigns^ on any claim or pretence 
whatfoever. 

The fccond law on this lubjeft is likewife 
ezprefi. Conftantine the Great hath left an 
uni^erfal and inviolable Edif):, which is couch- 
ed m thefe terms, fTe notify to aUperfons^ that 
whoever purchafeth or hath pur chafed any eft ate 
of our Exchequer J be and Us heirs and fucceffors 
fiaU continue perpetual and indefeajahk Lords and 
owners thereof without being liable to any refum^ 
ption on our part^ or to be outed of their pojfejjion 
on pretence of any right of ours whatever . 

* L 7. C. Eodcm. 

* Unnrerfi cognofcant, has poffeffiones qoas dc 6fGo 
noftro comparant feu companverunt, nallo a nobis jure re* 
trakiy ted propria firxnitate polTeflas, etxam ad poftexos foot 
dominii perpecoi durabilitate dimicti. 

C Gracian, 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



1 8 O/" /i&^ R E V E N U E S 

Gratian, Valentinian, and Theodafiitt ex- 
tend thefe regulations even to the pure grants 
and donations proceeding from the mere boon- 
ty of the Prince without any other confident - 
tion, fVhoever^ fay they, enjoys in virtue, sf 
our own Imperial liberality or tbat of our preie^ 
ceffbrsj any efiate or lands of our Demefiu ^r 
Fatrimony^ Jituated either in the Diocefe of J^ia 
or in that of Pontus^ fhaU he abfoUue pr^rieMr 
thereof y and have power to tranfmit ihefameio 
bispofterityj and not only to convey tbem to Us 
beirs^ but even fell and alienate them from his 
family by any kind of contraS whatfoever ^ 

More than this, the purchaftr of fech cftatc» 
became fo entirely nwfter thereof % that; be 
had the privilege and authority of enfrancki- 
fing the flaves that were, by the misfortune o€ 
their condition^ and birth, reduced to fervitude^. 
and tied to the ploughing and cultivating o£ 
the lands ; though the contrary was inviolably 
. obferved fo long as thoTe eilates remained in 
the hands of the Exchequer «*. 

The Emperor Anaftafius carried afterwards 
this right to a farther length : for he ena&ed 
that whoever fhould have continued forty years 
in a peaceable and undiftarbed poifeiBon 06 
any eftate of the Imperial Demefne, or of 
lands of the Church, either by himielif or by: 
any other proprietor from whom he derived 

^ Hi quibus pattimoniales poflcffion^ per Aiiaaam ic 
Ponticam DiOBceiim, vel a Divis parentlbus noftris iacri 
largitate donata: funt, inconcufs^ poflideant, atque ad iu<» 
poSeros transferant: quod quidem non folum in hserediba^ 
Ml. etlam in contradibus omnia generis volumas cuftodiri. 

^ Z. 1 2: C. De fundis patrim. 

' £. I. C Ne rel domimeae vindicatio tcmporis pta^* 
fcriptione fubmoveattir. 

his 
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his ckitn % whether his pofieffion was autho- 
rited and warifanted by auth^ luic writings, or 
was deftimce of evidences, fhould be deemed 
to have acquired an entire and pcrfc6t proper- 
ty therein j fo as even to plead prefcription 
againft the quit-rent originaily referved and 
afterwards aoqu^ted^ if in the courfe of thofe 
forty years ic did not appear to have been paid, 
and the pbflfeflbr had not been fued on that 
account* 

This Ordinance in truth derogates from that 
of Valentiniah the Second, Theodoffus the 
Great, and Arcadiuis ; the purport whereof is, 
that no prefcription fliould be allowed in fa* 
vour of fuch as.ihall have purchafed parts of 
the Demefiie from fellers who had intruded in- 
to the polfei!k)n and ufurped the property 
thereof h^xidal^tly and illegally ^ ; but that 
m fudi cafe, the Prince Ihould on the contra- 
ry be at liberty to turn out the wrongful de- 
tainers of fuch lands, without any reTtitution 
of the fums of money difburfed by the pur- 
chafers, how long foever their enjoyment and 
poffeffipn thereof had continued . 

In a law of the Emperors Dioclefian and 
Maximian upon this fubjeft, there, is inferred 
a circumilance which deferves attention ^ ; 
is, thsit if the officers of the Revenue 

beeded to the fale of an eftate, for want 
talliage incident to the lands iDcing paid, 
the purchafer thereof, by a legal polTcluon ^ 
thirty years, becomes the unqueftionable and 



wluch 
p^eec 



* L. 14. C. De fundis patrim. 
^ L. 2, C. Nc rci dominicae vel tcmplorum. 
s L. I. C. De prsefcriptione triginu vel quadraginta an- 
norum. 

C 2 indc- 
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indefeafable proprietDr thereof, tbough tlie 
ufual folemnities prefcribed by the law in tbe 
cafe of fuch fales hs^l been either infringed or 
neglefted ; the defed arifii^ from fuch omif* 
fion being removed and repaired fufficicDdj 
by fo long and peaceable a pofleflKm. 

This feems to be the proper phce for givingr 
fome account of the different motives which 
engaged the Roman Empire and the French 
Monarchy to lay down, in afiairs of the fame 
nature, fuch difierent rules, and to eflablifh 
laws fo dire£Uy contrary ; particularly as co 
the fale of the Demefne. We (hall follow the 
order of time, and b^n with the Romans. 

1. The Romans were perfuaded, that there 
might be an effeftive commerce carried on be- 
tween the Commonwealth and the Citizens, 
between the Public and Private Perfbns, as 
well for lands as the produce thereof, and for 
immoveable goods as well as the moveable ^. 

2. The^ had found by experience that in 
certain conjunctures the State had as much oc- 
cafion to fell, and as much intereft to make 
purchafes, as fubjedfcs had *. Now in purcha- 
fes the perpetual riffht of redeeming or repur- 
chafing the eftate (old was fometimes flipula- 
ted, but ftill in favour of the purchafers, who 
might on giving back the land re-demand 
their money, but never in favour of the 
State. 

3. They thought it was going againft the 
nature of things, to attempt to perpetuate the 

^ C. De vendetid. rebus ad Civit. pertinendbasi /. 1 u 
W/. 31. 

[ fit. lav. L 29. n. 26. 

2 property 
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property of certain lands to one and the fame 
mafter ^ 

4. They deemed it a point of religion, and 
conceived themfelves obliged in confcience to 
keep the conditions and claufes of fales and 
adjudications '. 

5. This carried with it at ]eaft a fhew of ho* 
nour, and tended to the fecurity of families > . 

6. They were of opinion that they miglit 
fell things coniecrated to the Gods, and much 
more fiich as belonged to the Public ". 

7. They were perfuadcd that whatever be- 
longed to private perfons, belonged alfo to the 
State". 

8. The power which all the world had of 
recovering the pofleflion of their eftates, con- 
tributed tomething to the fecurity of the Em- 
peror reigning ; for his fall would hardly have 
been deferred for any confiderable time after 
his promotion, if the military officers and fol- 
diers had not been in continual apprehenfions 
of being ftripped by his fucceflbr, (in virtue 
of the right of refumption or redemption) of 
tfaoie lands which the ambition of their mafter 

^ Nam propriae tellaris henim natura neque ilium. 
Nee me> nee quemquam fiatuit: nos eipulic ille; 
Ilium aut nequitles* aut vafri infcida juris, 
Poftremum expellee cene vivacior hasres. 

Hot. L. 2. Sat. *. 

I — Gnve ic immutabile fanfbis 

Pondoa adeft Yerbis, 8c vocem fata fequuntur, Firg. 
*" ^. I. C. Ne £fcu8 evincat quae vendidit. 
" Non contra Religiones fieri quod Numinum fimulacca 
Tcnditionibus bortorum U domorum accedant. Toe. An- 
sal. 1. I. 

* Aliam apnd Scipiones, aliam apod Fabricios pecnni- 
am, fed cunoa ad Rempubllcam refeni Id. Ann* 1. a. 

C s hadu 
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had engaged him to grant and put into dieir 
poffcffion . 

9. Princes had likcwife the vanity to ima* 
gine, that uoiverfal property was an. attribute 
of their Empire ; ana .that they pofliefied thcm- 
felves by a right of fovcrcigoty, whatever 
their fubjefts poflfefied by a right of property «?. 

10. The Emperors reckoned it vailly for 
their glory, to be obfcrvant of the laws of the 
Scare, and fubmit to them as well as private 
citizens. ". 

1 1. And laftly, the privilege of redeeming 
and recovering eftates leflfened the. price and 
value of purchafes. 

Such were the motives of the Romans for 
their regulations : but the French are able ta 
produce much ftronger reafons in favour of 
their own. 

I. It is God, and the natural right of birth, 
which put the Kings of France upon the 
throne S and riot the uncertain chance of ele- 
&ion, nor the voices of foldiera ever ready to 
be given to thc:higheft bidder. 
. 2. There muft. ever be a fixed and dertaia 
fund in a State for its fupport in all exigencies : 
and on this its fecurity aiKl tranquillity chiefly 
depend '. 

P Jppian^ 1.4.^ the Civil Wars, 

^ Cxfarconfta poffidet impcrio, . finguli dominio. St^. 

' Qwinquam JegPuus foiuti fainu?, -atfimcn legibus vivi- 
mus. >Iihil ram imperii propriam quim Icgibiis viv6r? : 
digna vox eft majeftitc Regtiantis, Icgibus obiigatufti Priii- 
dpem fe profiteri j & rcvcra majus impcrio eft ftbmittere 
Icgibus Princimtum. I. ii-ff* de Legibttt, L.%.C, de 
left. 

' M. Le Bret, Du "Biiet. 

* Nee ouiw gentium flh^ trmis, nee arm* fine ftipeit- 
diis, nee itipendia fine tributis baberi queunt Tac, Hifi. 

^^ In 
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^. In France the grcedinefs of Cpurtiers is 
bounded and reftrained by die moderation and 
prudence of die Prince \ whereas under a ** iVJ?- 
^f Cal^iilai and GaS^a^ it drained and ex* 
haufted all the fources 6f the Revenue «. 

4. The redeeming or rc-purchafing of De- 
tnefne-lands does no injury to private perfons : 
the law is publickly known, and people pur* 
chafe on that very condidon. 

5t This re^purchafing is of very great ad- 
vantage to the King, being a very fure re- 
foiirce againft the nocelTity of the alienation. 

6. Private men often infert this condition 
in t\k bargiitns of file arid contradb that they 
make : and in the Parliament of Touloufe it 
is a receive role in the judgment of caufes^ 
that the right of redeeming or re-^purch^ing| 
thud rcferved is imperfcribable j whereas^ in 
countiies governed not by the written law, but 
by their particular cuftoms, it is preicribed 
againft by a pofleffion of thirty yeirs \ 

7. The lands of the Deniefne confift gene* 
rally in Duchies and other appanages diftin- 
guifhed by pompous titles, which were utter* 
ly unknown to the Roman Empire '^. 

8. If in France they have received or intro- 
duced the right of primogeniture, and that of 
redeeming or re-purchafing eflatesby the Lord 
of the fief, and by the next lineal heir, in or- 
der to the keeping, up and confcrvation of fa- 
milies, why fhould they not likewife keep uf> 

•* ne lacinftrfiruck out theft three names^ and inferted 
he fkefr ftead theft njjQrdis ceruiu Emperojcs. . 
: ^ ^Mius^ Suetoniia, Dio, 
* 0/i<vef in his Arrets. Louet. 
^ Chopin^ in his Jreatife of the Demefne. 

C 4 and 
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and obferve the perpetual ^^ht of redempdon 
in order to the fupport and confervation of 
the Crown, under the grandeur whereof all 
the families of the Kingdom enjoy their quiet 
and nnd a prote&ion ' } 

9. The Emperors cxprefily prohibited the 
fale of their palaces, in what places or pro* 
vinces foever they were fituated y. The Kings 
of France have frequendy drawn from theirs 
very conliderable fuccours in the necefllty' of 
their affairs. 

This perpetual and univer&l r^ht of re« 
demption hath alfo fome kind of refemblance 
and affinity with the fiftieth year of the Jews» 
which was their Jubilee * ; that is, a general 
reverfion of all eftates and lands to their ori* 
ginal and firft diftribudon. 

** [Very good reafons however may hhroiigbt 
to prove, tb(U the King of France may alwiaU 
indefeafably. 

1. The alienations that wereformerh made (f 
the Duchies of Guienne and Normandy^ and of 
the County of Flanders^ fhew it clearly \ for tbe^ 
the Lords of thofe fine Provinces held of the 
Crown^ they yet were Sovereijgns as much as the 
EleSors of the Empire ». 

2. jftt the noble fefs and ignoble tenures in 
the Kingdom^ depend either mecuatejy or immedU 



* Du M^mSft^ C&KtMm, it Fttm^ tit, di Flifti Qrim 
ist dm Ritrmt l^tigir. 

r Sltidan^ dm BelUpf. 

* Levit. XXV. 10. 

* Populns liber eft, etiamfi foedere eomprehenrano eft at 
alterius popali majeftatem confervct ; hoc enim aiQtcimr 
ot intclligacar non efte libcroin. L. 7. f. i. ^ de Capti- 
m Chimin du Dpnmm» 

atdy 
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Mdf m ibe ^\ fo that this dependance dttawt 
bi/m toaiienate them ^ 

^. Cbo^ and ail the French lawyers are of 
opinion, that the King nwf aUenaU tndefeafabff 
ty exchange. 

4. ^Hje/afAji and good ^ the popU ought t» 
he thefovereign law '. 

5. Plato fays, that great Kngs ought infim. 
places to command and over-rule the Jaws.l 



C H A P. n. 

6/ the Real TailU or TaWage incident Jo 
Lands. 

TH I S real Tatlle was levied upon aU 
the fubjeds of the Roman Enipine, and 
certainly produced an innnenfe reveawes fi» 
in the reign of Trajan die Empin was in 
widely extended, that its boundaries were Scot- 
land, the Rhine, thft Leffer Poland, the Calf, 
pian Sea, die Tigris, the Perfian Gu^h, die 
Defarts of Africa, and the Pillais of I^. 
cuks '. 

The real Taille confifted, i. Indietemhof 
all the arable lands which were ufed to lie fid- 
low or untilled \ 2. In a qoit or annual tent 
payable for fuch as were uied to be tilled < 1 

and 

* Dm Mmlht Cmtmrn iSr Ptrh. 

* Sains popoU raprema lex efto. 
■ Dm, ^adtns, Jf^tm. 

* J^wi, BtU: Anil. \,'\. c. ao. 

« 5«r«M» T«tffw. ti,6xtbKi$gf the Kmmu, Jfiob 
AnmDtmjfmifHaHtmrmgkt. I7t tribott^isin m- 
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and this rent or duty was of two kinds, be-^ 
caufe when they farmed out any of the knd^ 
which were actually laboured, they received 
aiid took all die profits and income thereof^ 
as proprietors do of their eftates; and the 
great lawyer Paulus calls thefe J^ veU^aks ^. 

The Romans, when they had conquered a 
Qountty, Ibmetimes fold the inhabitants their 
own lands : and in iuch cafe they received at 
firft the price of thofe lands, and then laid 
upon them an annual quit-rent, which was ge- 
nerally the tenth or eighth part of the yearly 
value of the eftate. They ftiled thefe lands, 
like thofe of the former kind, ylgri veSigahs 
feu Empbiteuticurii ^ 

3. The real Taillc confifted in the fifth part 
of the produce or profits, of aU forts of fiiiit- 
tme^^ d¥ according to others, in the eighth 
part df the faid revenue ^ Cicero in his Ora- 
tion aagainft Verres fays, that the Sicilians paid 
oftly die* ftenth of theft* wine and oil ; which 
fhewi ^Ikihly that this impoft was not uiiifbrm 
in all places alike. 

4.^ Theihepherds and herdfmen, as well of 
\Ar^% as b^finatt cattle, paid a certain duty for 
each kind pf their flocks and herds to the pub- 
lic feMiei^; 'thitthey might have the liberty of 

jSattV cJMftKiituf/' d^ quie ^upma gravmttir, cdgAntur- 

?ae.<$]rHfjre«rnni4»Jn*i«» )cviu impofterim fendi» to^ 
> ojofinium. bona cenferiy & unumquemque pro cenfu fa- 
<^ull;a'tuin faarum coDferrCy ut in optun^ inlHtutis civitatibut 
fie. Jofhun autem & RcmbKca^ utile exiftijno, at qoi 
mdta poi&dent, mulca conreraot;. qui vero teauibos iunt 
£iculudbus, panca* v * 

^ L. 4. C. 2. L i.ff. Siaaer,vtAisal}fiA\ /. . 

•W 

^ :jtffiau^ BiB. aW. 1. 1. C «* , . 

leading 
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kadb^ tfadm to paflSure. This dotf, accord- 
sog'to.Fej%i]8, was called ScriptUMi and tht 
fidd.in Vi^kich they grazed ^ was called Scriptu^ 
rarius.t^er^ It is what the French now call 
Paiffms &f Pannage. 

5. No Jands whatever were exempt irom 
this reaiTaille^ The Emperor DiOclefian 
laughs at a Philofopber, who petitioned him 
for the &vour of fuch an exemption % fo that 
no condition or age, no . tendernefi or £ivoiir 
of children, nor any confideration of fex ex« 
cuied:any body from thefe burdens or duties 
incident to lands* They even evided the Im- 
perial femilies, and the Churches themfelves^ 
out of lands which they legally enjofed and 
had fairly purchafed, if they did not pay the 
Taille^ There is an exprefs decifidh^^e 
Emperor Leo to this purpoie. Gnttiany'Va-^ 
lentinian, and Arcadius reroljie all iinmo)mie0 
in this cafe which had bedn formerly granted $1 
and ftri£tly forbid the ptfoouring, and even tho 
pretending to any for the furore, tinder papi 
of being burnt ^ 

What is ibU more remarkable is; tfiat the 
very lands of the Emperor himfdf were fub^ 
jedl ta this tax ^ 

The lands lof the Churches too paid this Tal- 
llage; as the Emperors Theod^s and Va^ 
lencinian fignify to Taurus, the Prafe£hi$ fra^ 
tmi \ 



* L. z, C. De mon^rib. patrim* 

* L. 8. C. Dc cxaftor. 

' L. IX. C. De immunit. nemini concha 

* L. 15. C. TtUj^.L 10. 

^ £. 2. Cod, Tit/. De qaibus muner. nemini ]ice& fe cz«. 
oibxt. 
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The exempdons which were obcained by 
any to ezcuie them from payii^ it, weie 
deemed null, and ftood them in no find ". 

If any perfon did not pay the Taille, they 

Eroceeded to fell the ground on which it was 
id I and if the debtor had only apart of a 
cldfe, the officers of the Imperial Exchequer 
fold it all entire i putting afterwards the price 
of the part which belonged to the debtor into 
the Emperor's cofien, and reftoring the over- 
plus to the other proprietor, according to the 
Ordinance of Alexander Sevetus, which was 
sdFterwards ena&ed into a law by Conftantine*. 
The real Talliages were liable to no prelcrip- 
tion, and the hmds were fold if the Taille laid 
on diem was not paid "*. 

The Emperor or his particular Exchequer 
was pisud and ranked for the arrears that were 
owiiDg, preferably to all other creditors: and 
this was the order and method obferved in that 
refpcft. The Exchequer fell in the firft pUtt 
npon the principal deixor or his iecurity, and 
in the fecond place (on fuppoGtion of their in- 
folrency) upon the tlnrd Ditaintr^ as the Ci- 
vil Law ftiled a perfon who had in his hands 
any efiefts of debtors which had been before 
engaged to another r : for, according to the 
great Civilian Paulus, the Exchequer could 
bring an aftion againft the debtor of a perfon 
that was indebted to the Prince, who on that 

■ L }. 9f#. De muner. ftttrim. 

• L. 12. & 6. Cm/, l^ ID. Ttt. De Me & jore htlhe 
fifcalii. L, rnmc. C. De vendit. renun fifttliam. I. i. C. 
De cap. & diftnk. pigaorilios. 

* In }. (?. P^ pnnfcripc. triginta vtl qaadrtginta anno- 

r £. 1. C De convea. fifct dcbitoribas. 
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tocount had accniired a tacit kind of mor^;age 
i^n all his enefts : but could not conftrain 
cither the debtor's debtor or the third detainer, 
till after having diftreined upon and fold the 
efiefb of the principal in the obligation ^. 
Godefroy hath very well obferved, that in this 
Rfpeft the Exchequer had left &vour Ihewed 
it than private creditors \ 

In Ihort, the obligation in folidum^ (by 
which, as in a common bond, each (ingle per* 
fon IS obliged to pay the whole debt for all 
the parties) was prohibited in point of the 
Taille : and the Emperor 2^no lays, it clalhes 
both with the Civil Law and with natural 
equity, that one man ihould be proiecuted for 
the debts of another ^ . The reaibn of this is 
plain enough \ becaufe the real Taille is an- 
nexed to the thing, is incident to the knd, 
and is proportioned to the quality and quantity 
thereof; but the cafe is not the fame with re- 
gard to the perfonal Taille, where it is very 
pebble for naud to intervene, either by fome 
miftake of the chai^ in the rolls of afieff- 
ment, or through £e fault of the afTeflbrs, 
or elfe on the part of the coUeAors, who may 
be either negligent or info^vent ; and in this 
cafe it i3 always fuppofed that thei^ is a frau- 
dulent combination among all the perfons fub- 
ysBt to the Taille, which of courfc infers a per- 
ibnal fraud, and obligeth them all and every 
one to make good the lofs and danutges. 



' i. 47.# Dcjurefifd. 

^ L. m. CU. Ut 
mm dd>itis tcneatur. 



' ^^' ^- De cony, fifci debit. 

^ L. tm. C9i. Ut nullitt ficaneus pro tUaitt vicaneo- 
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The Emperor Theodofius granted die 
Church of Thei£tk>nica an exemption fifom 
the TaiUe^ with a prohibition of extendii^ it 
to any other knds under their name \ It is 
very probable that this was after he had put 
to die ^ord feven thoufand of the inhabitants 
of that city, for havmg mutinied and kiljed 
one of his Lieutenant-generals in theiipmuk. 

There were fome Provinees and Towns, 
in which a compofifioo was made fbir the 
Tailte \ 

Thefe Taillcs were impofed by officeni, 
called CenfitoriSy PinequatvreSy In/peltores : they 
were properly fpeaking afleflbfs. They wrote 
down in the Tax-roll or Terrier the lumes of 
the proprietor and tenant of the territory or 
diftrict, the butts and boundaries of the knd, 
the number of acres, and the quality thereof ^ 
they fpecified whether they were araible lands, 
or vineyards, olive-plantations, meadows, £>- 
nfts, copfes, fait- works, ponch, ports, (^c.^- 
But the proprietors were obliged to declare and 
give an account of all thefe particulars, as is 
pradifed to diis day in France in fiirveys and 
the wrinngs between the landlord and tenant, 
and to pay the Taillc at the office of the Re- 
ceiver for the diftridfc where the lands wene fi- 
tuated ''. 

Thefe officers were empowered to make al- 
lowances and abatements, when the lands were 
damaged or leflened in their value \ They 

* C. 14. De annon. & tribatk 
^ U/f. i. I, 2,i.jf. Deccnfib. 

* CoJ, De ccnfibas 8e cenfitoribiu. 
^ W>. /. 4. If. Th ccafibus. 

* />. L 4. t I. L. 3. C. 
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were likowife authoriied to dUpofe of hnds 
that were wafte, defart, untilied and unoccu- 
pied, to ¥rhom thev thought fit, and to mdce 
their afleflinent in luch a manaer, that the bar- 
T^n lands fhould be nukde up or compeniated 
by the firuit&l ground, the ftrong carrying the 
weaker ^ 

If it happened that jhc proprietors or occu- 
piers of landa had ciit down their vines, and 
unpoverilhed their grounds, in. order to obtain 
an abatement of the tax, they were punifhed \ 
The Emperors Gratian, Vakhtinian, and The- 
odofius provided againft this pra&ice, and 
^ye orders about it to Eatropius the Pf'afe&us 
Ptetprn. 

If tfaeie afleflbrs, out of fiivour 10 any far- 
ooerst eafed them in their tax, the goods of 
the proprietors were c(xififcated, and they un- 
derwent the penaky of paying four times the 
value of the fum taken off the land ; and if 
they laid the taxes too high, they were con- 
demned to reftore fourfold ^ This is die pe- 
nalty ordered by Arcadius and Honorius. 

The pofleflbrs of eftates that were over- 
charged had the liberty of complaining with- 
in a year, in order to be relieved ^ : minors 
who had nobody to defend their caufe, and 
perfbns employed for the fervice of the State, 
had ume allowed them till they could adb for 
themfelves ; but in the mean while they were 
to pay by provifion the rate which had been 
aflfefled on their eftates. The Emperor Con- 

y L. 4. C. De cenfibiu. 

* L. 2. C. Dc ccnfibuf. 

• £. 6. CcJ. 

? L. 5. C.nd. 

2 ftantine. 
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ftandne^ in confideration of die payment of 
their ordinary TaiUe, difcharged mem purely 
and fimply of what they bad been over-rated, 
in order to eafe the tich \ 

Such as were concerned in the coUeAing 
snd reodring of this taz^ if they kept the mo- 
ney arifing thence in their hands, or diverted 
k to any other purpofe^ were fubjeft to the 
penalty of paymg four times its value, and 
were rendered incapable of that employment 
for the foture ^. Hufbandmen however were 
not allowed the liberty of removing from the 
Parilh or CoUedtion in which their abode was 
fiottted, without the Emperor's liccnfe ^ } and 
when they got his permiffion to do fo, the 
lands that they held in the diftrift which they* 
had quitted, were incorporated into the publn: 
Demefne ; the relations which they had upon 
the place having no right to fucceed to them ^ 
This is the decifion of the Emperor Diocle^ 
fian. 

If the officers of the Exchequer fold an 
cftate for the quit-rent*s being in arrears, or if 
it was difpofed of and adjudged to any body 
out of favour, a third perfon was admitted to 
demand an adjudication of it to himlelf, upon 
his paying the true and fiill value of the land 
at tne Receiver's office r. 

It muft be obferved, that thefe levies and 
afleflments were fetded and laid every year, 
and were called MiSioms ^ : but Theodofius 

« L. I. Cm/, ipd. 

* L. 8. Cii^. Dejorefifci. 

* L. iz. C. De fafceptoribus. 
' L. 4. C. De jare fifci. 

s L. 3. C. iM. 

' Plin,juH. Epift. ad Trajaa. 

the 
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the Great, as Cedrenus relates, or Conflandne, 
according to Onuphrius, ordered them only to 
be made once in every fifteen years. 

Thefe indiftions or afieflments werjC charged 
only upon lands, and never upon perfons > \ 
and nobody could be charged with them 
higher than in proportion to the amount and 
value oC the eftate he poffeffed. 
. The fimperors Honorius and Arcadius de- 
clare, as hath been already obferved, that it 
is an ordinary charge, and that nobody could 
be exempted from it, whatever privilege he 
had to alledge or produce ''• 

Thb real Taille was fometimes increafed 
and raiied to an higher rate than ufual ; and 
this additional charge was called Supmndu 
Sum ^ It was paid like the ordinary Tailles, 
provided it was ordained and fettled by the 
Emperor, without which the people of the 
Provinces were not obliged to it. 

It was ftriaiy forbidden to exad more of 
fuch as Were fubjeft to this tax, than was 
chaiged upon them or came to their fhare, on 
pain of reftitution of double the fum wrong- 
fully exa£):ed to the fufierers : this was the pe- 
nalty for the firft offence, but in cafe of a fc- 
cond, the puniihment was capital >"• Before 
this Ordinance of Areadius and Honorius, the 
Emperors Conftantine 11. and Julian the Apo- 
ftate had condemned the exadlors to reftore 
four-fold "• 

* IndiAiones non pedbnis, fed rebus indid iblcnt, Di* 
9cl & Maxim, L 3. De Ann. k Tribatis. 

^ L. 1 . C. De indidionibus. 
' X. Mr. C. De fuperlndi^to. 

* L. mm. C. De fupcrcxa£Uon. 

* L. 8. C. De exa^. xnaner. 

D Th« 
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The Emperor Leo V, afterwards by his 
fixth Ordinance regulates the penalties incurred 
by fuch as exaded more than they ought. For 
the firft time he condemned them to double 
the fum exaAed ; for the fecond offence to pay 
four times its vahie ; and for the thirds to die 
forfeiture of half their eflfeds and eftace. 

This Taille upon lands was not laid equalJy 
in all the Prorinces "^ } Italy was not chaiigpd 
ib high as the reft, as may be feen in Sigonies, 
Ulpian and Caius quote feveral examples, wbidi 
evidently (hew that the Emperors had grati- 
fied feveral Provinces with the fame privileges 
as Italy enjoyed ^ It is likewife out of all 
queftion, that the ten Provinces which Au- 
guftus left to the People of Rome, according 
to Suetonius and Dio Caflius, were much more 
heavily rated than the eleven which he reftrved 
to his own immediate infpeffcion and admini- 
ftration ; fmce Tacitus in his Annak, to ex- 
pre& how Tiberius Csefar had eafed Achaia, 
iays, that he freed it from the load of the Pro- 
confular government''. Now the Provinces 
affigned to the People were called Tribuiarup 
and Proconfulares ; and thofe kept in the Em- 
peror's hands were diftinguiifaed by the nanie 
of Sttpen(Uari(B : thefe laft were governed by 
Prefidcnts of the Emperor*s appointment, and 
the others by Proconfols. 

The Taille was not paid in all places in 
the fame fpecies of money ' : there were fbme 
lands that paid it in gold^ others ufually in 

* Lib. De jure Italiae & Proyinciaram. 

F L. i.&r 8.^ DeCenf. 

^ Achaiam Froconfalari imperio levayit. 

' ^X. I. C. De sugenu pr^tio quod thelaurb inftrtnr. 

filvcr. 
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fllver, aftd fome in brafi. The Emperors Ar- 
cadiusi and Honoriusj by a Law of the Code, 
give leave for the receiving it in gold from 
fuch as were taxed to make their payments in 
fiiver, provided they paid five ducats of gold 
fot every pound of lilver. 

This Taille incident to lands was ordinarily 
pitM at three terms, viz. on the firft of Sep- 
tember, the firft of January, and the firft of 
Mayf, Thii cuftom was particularly efta- 
blifhed by a Declaration of the Emperor A- 
naftafiuB, in vrhith he leaves the Armenians 
their choice of paying either in this manner, 
or in the way they had ufually done, that is 
to fey, at two half-yearly payments \ The 
Theodofiah Code prefcribes the very fame re- 
gulation "" ; and from thence it comes, that the 
aCquittinces which the Receivers of the Taille 
ufed to give to the pojQfeflbrs or occupiers of 
eftates, were ftiled ^adrimejires ireves •, be- 
Caufe they were given for a four months affelT- 
ment. 'There is likewife a paflage to be ktn 
in Cafliodbrus, which confirms this ufage, and 
entirely removes all the difficulties that might 
otherwife be raifed on the fubjeft. It is an 
Imperial regulation dircfted to an officer em- 
plbyed in colle<5ling and receiving the real 
Taille, and enjoining him to make all perfons 
pay it regularly at three terms, without allow- 
ing them any farther delay ". No retrofpcdlion 

was 

*" £. I. C. Dc miiitari vcftc. 

* C. Dc Annon. & Tributis. 

^ L. 15, 16. Ttt. eod. L. I. 5. 2. C. DeApochis. 

* Adfflonemus ut crina illatione devotus pofTeiTor confti- 
tatis temporibus fuam compleat funftionem, ita ut cciTet 
veaalii ilia dilatio. quae non ad tributarlorum compendia. 

D 2 fed 
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was allowed beyond the three laft years ; fa 
that whoever produced acquittances for thofe 
years could not be profecuted, or have any 
demand made upon him on pretence of arrears 
antecedent to that time '\ 

The filver or gold that was levied^ was put 
into the hands of the Receivers , who are 
ftiled fometimes Sufceptores^ and Ibmctimes Em- 
a£lores or Perfecutores ararii. The law did 
not allow them to offer an exception nan nume^ 
ratapecunia, or to plead that they had not 
received the money, when the land-holders 
produced their acquittances. 

There were generally two Receivers in eve- 
ry diftrift or colledion *, which the Romans 
called Metrocomia \ 

The acquittances which the Receivers gave^ 
were pafled before public Notaries, who are 
ftiled Cbartularii ^ and they contained the day 
of payment, the name of the perfon charged 
to the Taille, the month, the year, and the 
caufe or reafon of the payment, which is pro- 
perly fpeaking a libelled or declarative acquit- 
tance '. Thcfe Receivers had fome inferior 
officers depending upon them ; as Cafhiers, 
who are ftiled Arcarii\ Comptrollers, who 
were called Tabularii ; and Clerks to draw up 
and difpatch the acquittances, who went like- 
wife by die name of Cbartularii. 

led ad fraudis ambirum cognofcirur cxquifiu. Nam qui de 
hujufmodi oncrc lubicvarc dicunc» aliud majus pondus abo- 
minabilis nundinationix imponunt. L. 11. c. 7. 

^ L 3. C. De-Apochia. 

* L 4. C Dc cxaftoribus 8c fufccptoribus. 

y L. I.e. NoA lucre habitat. Mctiocomis. L. 8. Oc 
exafloribus, Cffr. 

'■ L I. i 2. C. Dc Apochi*. 

As 
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As foon as they had received either gold or 
filver, they were obliged to fend it immediate- 
ly to the General Office of Receipt of tli^ Pro- 
vince. The Emperors Honorius and Theo- 
dofius enjoined the fame thing ftill more ex- 
prefsly \ 

Befides thefe Receivers, there was fent eve- 
ry year into each Province of the Empire, 
an officer of the Imperial Houlhold, called 
Cantmicariusy to ufe compulfory ways of pay- 
ment, if any body were in arrears. A month 
after the term was expired, an officer ftiled 
Campulfir was fent to force the inhabitants to 
pay ; and had authority to diftrein upon fuch 
as were indebted for paft arrears, to condemn 
them to fines or amerciaments, and to levy 
upon them the fees due to him for his time in 
the journey, as well as his travelling charges ^ 
But this cuftom was aboliflied by the Empe- 
ror Juftinian \ 



CHAP. III. 

Of various other real Charges ^ which the 
Romans laid upon Lands. 

BEfides the impofition of the Taille, the. 
proprietors or occupiers of lands were 
obliged to furnifli every year a certain quanri- 
ty of corn for the magazines, the military 

* £. 7. C. eod. L. un, C. De anarii pub]id perfeq. 

L. DPI. De officio Comicis facrarom largit. 
^ Zr. 9. i I. C. Dccxaftor. 
5 NffViL ia8. 
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men, and the ftore-houfes \ This iippofk or 
duty was termed Annona MilUaris :>znd thefe 
kinds of contributions and levies of corn were 
an ordinary charge, from which nobody had 
a privilege of exemption. 

Such as lived neareft to the magazines on 
the frontiers, or to the public ftore-hou&s, wfcre 
obliged to carry them thither \ Thefe ftorc- 
houfcs were called Manfiones. They were not 
to be made but at convenient and fmall di- 
fiances from one anod^er ; and whenever they 
could make chem more conveniently by water 
than by land, either upon the fea or upon ri- 
vers, they were obliged to take that mediod» 
on pain of a capital punifliment to be infli£):ed 
upon fuch as inlringed this Ordinance s 

Neither the lands of the Minifterg or Coun- 
fellors of State, nor thofe of the military men, 
nor even thofe of the Emperor himfclf, wfrc 
exempted from thefe impofitions of cam^ 
which were made as beft fuited to the conve* 
nience of places ^ \ lb that fuch as could not 
make their payments in money, were {otnt^ 
times admitted to pay in provifions ^ ; and 
from thence were ftiled Traft/laH : as in like 
manner thofe that could not pay in provifipns, 
were allowed to pay in money, and for that 
reafon were called Adarati. 

The Clerks or officers that received thefe 
contributions of corn were qilled Opinatores % 

« C. Dc Annon. I. 5 &r 7. C. iod. 

^ L. 6. C. L. 8. C. €oi. &r L. 2, C. Dc Lucris. 

' L. 9. C. Dc Annon IS. 

*» L. 3. Dc Difcuiforibus. 

* L. un. Cod. Dc collac. ^onat Sc tranflatonim* 

^ A I. C. Dc exaflionc & tranflal. militar. AnncmaniixL 

There 
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Tfaefc were likewife Ibme officers appointed 
for the keeping of this corn^ called Jlstuarii. 

There was no houfe whatever exempt from 
carria^ and making ammunition-bread : the 
Empqrors Arcadius and Honorius refufe fuch ^ 
an^txiemption to the very lands of their own 
Deoiefne ^ This corn and bread were put in- 
to granaries and magazines, from whence they 
made every year a diftribution thereof among 
the fokiiers. 

The Romans likewife laid other impofitions 
of bacon, mutton, vin^ar and wine ; the dif- 
tribution whereoi was by the Emperor Con- 
ftantius oidered to be made in this manner >>. 
They gave the military men for two days one 
after the other a certain quantity of bifcuit, 
called Poms hutceU^ui \ 4nd on the third day 
a proportion of ordinary bread ; one day they 
diftribttted wine, and the next vinegar; one 
day bacon, and the two days following mut- 
ton. 

They impofed in like manner a quantity of 
hay apon the pofleflbrs of lands ; but thoie 
Who wcne fubjeft to this contribution were 
not obliged to carry it to the camp '. 

The keepers of the magazines and (lores 
were termed j^uarii, becaufc they wer^ obli- 
ged to keep a regifter of all the various kinds 
of provifions ; and were, within thirty days 
after they were brought into the (lores, to de- 
liver an cza6l account thereof, Ipecifying the 
quantity of com, and the rations of bread, and 
of all the feveral kinds of provi(ions that were 

s Jhid. L. 2. 

^ £. I . C. De erogatione militaria AnnonK. 

< L. 8. C. i9d. 
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in the ipagazines ^. Thefe Rolls or lifts erf" 
provifions were called PUtacia. 

They fiirniihcd alfo ftraw to the foldiers ; 
and they were not bound to go and fetch it at 
a greater diftance than a mile *• 

In favour alfo of the military men, a mo- 
derate rate was fet upon the provifions proper 
for them, always fomething under thexurrent 
price, and called SteUatura 'n, 

l*he landed men in the Provinces were like- 
wife bound to fiirnifb cloadis to the foldiers, 
which were to be delivered in the winter 
quarter, viz. from the firft of September to 
the firft of April, that is to fay, before the be- 
ginning of the Campaign". This kind of 
impofition was regulated in fach a mianner, 
that twenty heads of families or twenty ploughs 
furniihed a fuit of doaths. There was how- 
ever a variation in this rule, according to the 
different Provinces. 

If there were any overplus or remainders of 
thefe provifions and cloaths, the officers of the 
magazines fold them at the current rate of the 
market, and not upon the foot of the original 
price and value at the time they were laid in ; 
becaufe ibmetimes the purchafe thereof had 
been very moderate. Thefe remains of mu- 
nitions were called Species rejifientes^ & amumee 
vacantes °. 

If they thought it would be more conveni- 
ent, either for the foldiery or die inhatutants, 

k ^. 5. c. nd, 

> L. 2. C. iod. 

■ Alciat. on the Law 1 1 . C. 

* L. I . C. De militari velle. 

Z L \%. C. De erogatione. 
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ta convert the cloathing^ proyifions, and other 
munitions into mxxiefj it was done according- 
ly p. The pradice of this converfion was 
t^led Jdarare. In confideration of thefe con- 
tributions, ftri A orders were given td all the 
officers and foldieis of the armies, forbidding 
diem to molcft, injure, or abuie the inhabi- 
tants, to demand money or relief of them in ^ 
their marches or pafling from one place to an- 
other, or to compel them to furnifli them ei- 
ther with wood for firing, with mattreflcs for 
their, bedding, with oil and nice ibrt of meats 
for their, eating, or with any other kind of 
perquifites and gratifications \ .• 

Kfides thefe burdens, the inhabitants of the 
Provinces were fubjed: to the quartering of the 
foldieiBS and were obliged to fomim them 
mixh houfes to lodge, in, which were callM 
Meiaia ; as the harbingers that diftributed and 
marked them out, were ftiled Metatans. 

There were however feveral kinds of per- 
fons that were exempt from this charge of 
quartering foldiers ; as the Phyficians of Rome, 
the great Artifts, Painters, and other people 
diftinguifhed by their talents and endowments ^ 

In order to be excufed and difcharged from 
this lodging of foldiers, they paid certain taxes 
called EfidemiiUa^ as Alciatus interprets the 
word*. 

r Z.. 19. C. JL* 4. De iiulit. Tcfte. L. un. C. Oe ool£i« 
clone donatonun. 

^ L. $. C. De erogat. militaris Annonse. 
• L. Mn. C De Salgamo militibus non praeftando. 
' L. I. C. De \feutis, & L 2. C. eod. 
' I. 8 » o. C. 
I C. Dt Mcum Sc Epidemeticij. 
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Thde quarters, accommodations, and m«- 
okions of various kinds were gfv«n not only 
to the ibldiery, but likewiie to the officers 
that were fent by the Emperors into die Pto- 
vinces ^ } which coft alwaya a great deal of 
monev, more efpecially in the cafe of die Pro« 
omfuis. Cicero, on this Ktxxint, ivges it in 
the way of reproach to Pifb, that his journey 
into Macedonia had coJ9: the inhabitants of tii^ 
places throi^ which he pafled above two luin- 
died and fifty thouland pounds: and Gvilis: 
made ufe of this pretext to incenfe the HbU 
landers, and engage them to make aniiricr^ 
reftion againft the Romans "*. 

Moreover, feveral towns were obliged to 
provide and maintain public horfes and cha« 
riots, which were made uie of by the Ms^i* 
ftrates, and by Governors of Provinces and 
plates, when they went to .take pofleffion of 
their pofts, or returned from thence ^. The 
Emperor alfo with his equipage and retinue 
made ufe of them on occafion : and there was 
no houfe, not even of the Emperor himfirtf, 
nor of the Church, that had any privilege of 
exemption in this refpe£b "". But nobody tra« 
velled in this manner without a fpecial order 
from the Emperor, called Traitatoria r. 

There were alfo fome Provinces, that wettf- 
particularly ordered to furnifh a certain quan-* 
tity of horfes : this was. the cafe of the Pro« 

^ L. i2.C.iod. 
■ Ta€. Hifi. 1. 4. 

* L. 9. C. De curia pablico, Angariis, Sc toto tkula 

* L. 21. C. ioJ. L unic. C. De TnidUtoriis. 

^ It muA hi obfemfidi that thefi Juties or Hforgu in i^e 
Ufi law De Muneribus & HonoribuSj an rmii$d amngthg 
firfiual €barpt% 

vincc 
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vioce fif Gud4erla»dt ^Iwh mwle it im»k 
Wt into ^ rcyplt '• 

The people of FrizeUpd wei^e obligpd t^ 
fiitsiOi hicks .or karber. This iomppftt whicli 
was UPC Y9ry owfideralilet w» laifi uppp ikism 
by Drufus *. 

The ^Qll^n^e^ maixttainod a ^Ftain ivwh 
ber of troops, tad %plied aUo a qwumigr of 

There W93 likewiie £V cootributioa of mo* 
oey laid uppQ the opc^piers of lands ibr cfao 
providing of carriages^ which was paid m 
gold, and qpc in f|lv^: but the iara;icrs or 
tenants of the Emperor agd of the Roman SC'^ 
natfirs were cxfiwpt&i Gfom it b^ the Doclara- 
tipn qf the ^ipperors C^nftantine and Coor 
llaQs '. This duty weqt by the naiDC of Ju^ 
rum Tcmoniaeum or Tyrmcim^ as the learned 
Cujaciys obfervey. 

There was alfo an inippCitton either of i»o* 
ney or of days-works for the building of pub*: 
lie edifi;:es i frpm which all the Senatorial Or* 
der w«re cppen^pted^ A great many other 
perfons had got themfelres cufcbarged ^rom it* 
t]ut all their privileges of exemption wen re* 
vpkfd by Con(tantine t^ Second. 

The Emperors Arqadius and HoapriMS ex- 
plain them^lves in the following manAor up^ 
on this fubjed, in a refqript direAed to the 
Qc^v«rnors and Magiftn^^ pf the Provinces* 

« Tacit. 1. 4. 

* Tributum lis Drufus modicum juflerat pro anguftk re- 
tump ut in ufus miliuies coria bourn peaaciWt* Tfuk* 
jfrntaL 1. A. 

^ Bauvi viros tant^m k arqu xxMnUtnmt. 

* X.. 4. C. De dignitatibus, 

^ Lj 7. C. iodn L. I. C. De operibus publicu. 
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We declare that the Canfuhj the Ma^firates^ 
and the inhabitants, of cities and towns are hound 
to ereS new walls, or to fortify the old ones « ; 
and that tbejum which the charges of the works 
may amount to, JbaU he levied upon the lands of 
private proprietors j according to the number of 
acres J regard being however had to the fertility 
dAd harrennefs of the lands, and thejlrong help- 
ing to hear the weaker. This impoft was called 
Adfeription, and extended no farther than the 
territory of the town, where they were making 
thefe public works. 

Before the reign of the Emperor Zeno, the 
iSovemors ufed to make an account of this 
money to be given in to themfelves, and took 
zjiliqua in zfolidus, near ten per Cent, for their 
pains in this refpe£l t but that Prince exprefdy 
forbad them to take this perquifite, and or- 
dered that for the future the Receivers fhould 
pais their accounts before the Magiftrates at 
the Town-houfe ^, 

The Emperor Valendnian, feeing that the 
Governors exaded days-works from people 
more than were due by law, gave orders to 
his Lieutenant-general to oppofe and put a 
ftop to the praftice. It was chiefly the Go- 
vernors of ftrong places that tormented the 
country-people exceedingly in this refpcft ^ 

Befides thefe duties, the Emperors laid par- 
ticular impofitions upon the moft fertile Pro- 
vinces (as on Egypt, Sicily, and Africa) rf a 

* L i£. C.mI. 

' L. im, C. De radociniis operum publicoram. 
( L, tm, C. Ne operae a Coliat. exigantur. 
L, iV z. C. Ut RaHicani ad nullum obfequiuia co- 
gantur. 

great 
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great quantity of com for fupplying the gra- 
naries and ftorehoufes of Rome, Oonftantino-^ 
pie, and even of Alexandria $ part of which 
was diftributed gratis to the common people^ 
efpecially at Rome. Thefe contributions of 
corn were ftiled AnnotuB CpvUeSy becaufe they 
were defignedand applied to the fubfiftence of 
the citizens ''. 

Aurelius Vidor fays, that Auguftus drew 
out of Egypt above three millions fix hundred 
thouiand bufliels of com: and H^efippus re- 
lates, that this country alone fiipplied viduals 
for all the people of Rome a third part of 
the year *. St. Jerome writes, that Ptolomy 
Philadelphus raifed every year upon that king- 
dom fifteen millions of bulhels of com ''. The 
chief employment of the Governor of that 
Province confifted in takii^ care to levy thefe 
contributicHis of com, and to fend them to 
Rome, or to Conftantinople, after the feat of 
the Empire was transferred thither. The o- 
ther Provinces of Africa contributed double 
to what Egypt did } which amounted to above 
feven millions fix hundred and fifty thoufand 
buihels '. Jofephus reprefents Agrippa as fay- 
ing, that Africa fupplied the people of Rome 
with food f(^r nine months in the year. 

There were fome crews of mariners and 
of feamen appointed to carry this com to 
Rome ^. They were punifiied capitally, if 
they did not keep the ufual courfe *, the Judges 

^ L. I.e. De Annonis Civilibus. 
' L. 2. cap. 9. De Excidio Hierofol. 
^ Upon the ninth chapter of Daniel. 
> jheroL Viaor. 
^ L. 7. C. De Naviculariii. 

2 and 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



46 Q^/AfftEVUNUBS 

and M^giftfltesof pkceftii if ttey did ncttiike 
care to nwrkc Acm fct out in proper rime 
and plaee, were pufiifhed with the coAfifc4- 
tion of their goods and eftates ; and the m^* 
fters of the (hips Were baivifhed «. They were 
ibtbiddeh in d^ fhrMleft fncHmer to trade with 
thisr cor^. 

Noveflels under twenty tun could be ex- 
empted' 6r e:jt€u&d oti any accbbnt whatever 
from fcrving as tranfports to carry this com •. 

The Emperors Arcadius and Honorius for- 
bid, und<ir pain ot dct&th, the loading of thefe 
fllips with any other goocb, merchandife, or 
commodities whatioetef p. 

If the (hips ran aground or fthmdtfd on any 
Cdatt, the inhalMtaftts of the country were 
obliged to lodge the corrt inP thcf ptsblic ftore* 
houfes^ till the firft oppevtittriry thae offered 
of fending it away. If they were wrcSckefd, a 
particular account was draWn up of the fhip- 
wreck, and after a due iriqOiifitiCtl into the 
matter according to the forms of law, was 
authenticated by the Judge; and certified with- 
in the year ^ After the cj^h-ation of that 
term, it was no longer receivable, and thiy 
were obliged to make good and pay the lofi : 
if the accident happened through the fault of 
the officers of the fhip, the goods of the com- 
pany and body of the feamcn were anfwtrablt 
for the damage fuftained '. 



» £. 8. C. 1. 4. C. iod. 

^ L, 2 C. De navibas non excuHuklis. 

' L nn. C. Nequkt onere publico imponatiU*. 

^ L 2. 3. ^. C. De naufragm. 

5 L 6. C. $9d. 

The 
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The Emperor Theodofius calls this traaf- 
fon of com by the name of Felix Embola ^ 

When this com was lodged in the maga- 
zines of Rome, they valaed it at a moderate 
price for the porchafe of fuch as did not re- 
ceive any gratis. Afconius Pedianus fays, that 
Clodiua, when he was Tribune of the People, 
in order to gain their favour on hb fide againft 
Cicero his enemy, ordered all the quantity of 
corn that had been thus bargained for, to be 
delivered to the purchafers without payment. 



CHAP. IV. 

Of the Perfonal taille^ or FolUTax. 

AM O N G the Romans there was a di- 
ftindbion made of two kinds of Tri- 
butes or Taxes ; the tribute of the ground, 
and that which was laid in the nature of head- 
money ». 

The perfonal Taille or PoU-Tax was ufu- 
ally impofed in the countries which they con- 

Juered, as appears from feveral pafl^es in 
iivy. It was not uniform in all the Provin- 
ces of the Empire \ What number of heads 
foever there were in a houfe or family, they 
were all (ubjeft to this tax, and mud be paid 
for, without any exception of fex, vi%. the 
males from after the age of fourteen, and 

^ L. 2. C. De navibus non ezcufindis. 
^ Cenfus five Tribatum aliud pnediiy aliud capitis. 1. 1. 
ff. De muneribus. 

f L. I. 3. ^ tduff. De Cciifibat. 

2 the 
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the females firom' twelve years till they were 
fixty-five. This diftinftion of age however 
was hardly obfervcd any where but m the Pro- 
vince of Syria 5 for in other countries they 
paid this tribute of Head-money from the 
time of their birth till that of dieir death. 
This tax was not laid alike in ail places and at 
all times. Appian writes that Pompey the 
Great impofed upon the people of Syria and 
Cilicia an annual contribution of the hundredth 
mrt of their revenue. As for the Jews, the 
Emperor Hadrian loaded them with ezcefiive 
taxes. JofephuSy Zonaras, and Xiphihnus fe^ 
late, that Velpafian laid upon them two 
drachms an head, payable at Rome to Jupiter 
Gapitolinus. 

Jofephus, fpeaking of Egypt, fays, thae 
every perlbn in that country paid Head-moneys 
and it appeared by the rolls of this tax, that 
there were feven hundred and fifty thoufand 
men that paid to it, without reckoning in this 
number thofe of Alexandria, who might a- 
mount to about an hundred thoufand. 

Strabo obferves, that Egypt alone paid fevea 
millions five hundred thoufand pounds a year to 
the father of the famous Cleopatra % and about 
twice as much to Augulhis Csefar. This Taille 
therefore amounted to fifteen millions under 
the Roman government. Agrippa, in Jo- 
fcphus, rcprefents to the Jews, that Egypt^ 
befides the vaft quantities of corn it was obli- 
ged to fiirnifh, paid more contributions in a 
month, than all Juda:a paid ui a year ^ 

« Lit. 17. 

' LH, z. De excid. Hieiplbljiik 

VeUeius 
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Velleius Paterculus fays, that the Gauls paid 
ftill more than Egypt did : but HUtorians con^ 
tradift one another upon this fubjeA. Sueto- 
nius and Eutropius relate, that Julius Cxfar 
impofed upon them only one million: but 
Juftos Lipfius pretends, that there is an error 
in the text, and that it ought to be read four 
millions. Auguftus Caefar raifed thefe im- 
pofts a great deal higher. 

If we confider it upon the like footing in 
other countries, what ought Afia, Sjpain, 
Greece, lUyria, and fo many other Provinces 
to pay ? Juftus Lipfius computes, that this 
Taille exceeded one hundred and fifty millions 
a year. 

The inhabitants of towns were exempted 
from this tribute by Conftantine the Great, 
provided however that they were Roman ci* 
tizens«. 

The Emperors Dioclefian and Maximian 
declare exprefsly, that the huibandmen and 
farmers paid this impofi: ^ In great extremi- 
ties the Romans doubled it, or caufed two 
yean to be advanced at once. 

Appian relates, that the Romans had laid 
tributes on all the Provinces of Afia, from 
the Hellefpont to the Euphrates «. 

Plutarch in his Life of Pompey writes, that 
this great Cbnqueror laid impofts upon all the 
people of Afia, to the amount of eight mil- 
lions a year. 

Appian fays, that Sylla made them advance 
five years at once ^ fo that feveral towns, to 

* I. i< C. De CapiatioDC civitun cenfibus eximcnda. 
' £. 1 . C. Ne Rafticaoi ad ollum obft^uium devocentor. 
s Mf/^V. CI. 

E avoid 
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avoid being iU-trcatcd and abulcd by At folr 
dicrj who made tbdc levies, were forced to 
fell and mortgage thdr tbeaones, dieir town- 
houfes, dieir ports, their walls, and odier pub- 
lic places ^. 

The fame author relates fiirdicr, diat Mark. 
Anthony ezaded from the people of Afia ite 
tribute of ten years in a fii^e one, which 
amounted to near an hnndrea millions i m- 
proachii^ diem with having raifed and paid 
to Brutus and Caffius the very lame ftim irilb- 
in the (pace of two years K 



CHAP. V. 

0/ Con^atiofis and Fines. 

TVt E gpods and eftates of perlbos coo« 
demned either to death, to perpetual 
banifliment, or to the muies, were confifca- 
ted \ The income which arofe from this kind 
of revenue could not but be very confidetaUe, 
confidering the vaft extent of the Empire, 
the great number of people condemned, the 
rigorous prohibition of petitioning for the coo- 
fiications of fuch as were found guilty of high 
treafon, and the regulation by which it waa 
provided with regard to the other crimes fub- 
jt& to this penalty, that all the grantt ^diioh 

* MiihriJ. c. 7. 

* CMlWmrs^ 1. 5. c. i. 

^ Dtmnatione bona pablicsntur, cum sot ritt sdinrittirv 
'SQt ctvitw, aut fervilis coaiitio irrogstar^ CMfira^. £. i. 
jf J>f baab damnatpiam. 

th0 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



tt^G Emperors fbould make of the confiica* 
cionf of the criminals ellates, fhould be null ^« 
Such grants however, as the Prince thought 
fit to make of his own proper motion, ^d 
for which no application l?y way of requeft of 
ibllicitation was made to him, were uill va** 
Jidc. 

Thi? cuftom laftcd till the time of the Em- 
jperor Jfuftiniao, who by Novelle 124. enafted, 
^t eiKcepting the caie oif high treafon, the 
^oods and efta^es pf perfons c6n4emned for all 
Ipther crimes Ihould oelong to their relations 
^ the pending and defcending lines, as far 
as the third degree ** ; that their wives fhould 
50me upon tJ[iefe very cftatcs, and recover the 
bprtions and ift^tes they brought in marriage, 
j^cir Idqwers, or the other profits of their fur- 
yiyance 5 aqd .that if the wife had not brought 
Ker huiband any fortune at all, fhe fhould on- 
)y l)e .entitled to the fourth part of his confif* 
C|^ted cflate. 

* The,e0e£ls and eftates of perfons Profcribed 
jvere confiicated in jike manner ' ; and when 
It was for the crime pf high treafon, all pcr- 
libos who had any eB^edts of the criminals in 
iheir hands, or ^y kuowledge thereof, were 
obli^d tp give in an information of the fame 
iwithm two months, or eight at farthefl, un- 
der pain of forfeiting four times the value, 
^ppian attefb (his to be the ufual practice, in 
^t|ie account ixn ^ives of Sylla's profcription^^ 

* £. 1. 2. C. Oe petitionibiu bononixn fiiblatis. 

• D:y 1. L 2. 

^ HmU. 1x7. c. 5. 

* In II. C. De bow proTcnpt* CMl W^s^ J. 1. c it. 
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and in reckoning up the great number of pcr-^ 
fons profcribed, who were the viftittis of the 
Triumvirate. 

The eilates of fuch as kilkd themfdves af- 
ter an accufation had been broi^ht againft 
them, and antecedently to theif GondeiDnatioti» 
were alfo confifcated ^ : but if they had made 
away with themfelves before the accufation was 
brought, their eftates were not liable to any 
claim of the Eltchequer. It was ncTcrthelefe 
neceflary that fuch Felos deft (hould be accufed 
of fome crime that was punifiiable by law 
widi the penalty of confilcation, before their 
eftates could be feized on account of their fili- 
cide ?. If there was any difficulty in the judg- 
ment or determination of the matter, the con- 
fifcadon did not take place. The Emperor 
Antoninus fays likewife, that if the heirs are 
able to bring proofs to juftify the memory of 
the deceafed, there fhall be no confifcation ^ : 
and Adrian maintained the heirs in the en- 
joyment of the eftate and effeds of a father, 
who had killed himfelf upon being accufed of 
having taken away his fon's life. 

The goods and eftate of a perfon that bribed 
or corrupted his accufcr, if the crime charged 
upon him was capital, and his life lay at ftake, 
were not confifcated -, though the bribery and 
corruption were never fo clearly proved and 
verified : for the confifcation on this account 
did not take place, except in the cafe of 



^ I" % ff' Dc bonis corum qui ante lentendam vcl i 
tern fibi confciverunt, vel accufatores corrQpenint. L. i. 
Cod. ioJ, 

«/).£. I. $. I. 

^ liU. S' 8. 

crimen 
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crimes \ the legal puniihment of which wa^ 
either a perpetual baniihment, or a penal fer- 
vitude. 

It muft neyertheleis be ftill obfenred, that 
the confifcation was not always rigoroufly in* 
iifted on or exafted in all thefe cafes ; for Ta* 
citus relates, that fiich as prevented the exe- 
cutioners by laying violent hands on th^m- 
ielves, had the rites of a funeral, which v.trt 
ufually denied to fucb as forfeited their eftates, 
and their teftaments were executed ^ 

With regard to fuch as were recalled from 
baniihment or from working in the mines, 
though they were thus exempted from thofe 
penalties, yet. their eftates which had been con* 
fifcated were not thereby reftored to. them, 
but continued ftill in the hands of the Exche- 
quer v and if an exiled perfon procured Letters 
to reftore him ', he could only recover part of 
his efiedh and eftate '»• 

^ PrompCas cjufmodi mortes metus camificis ^ciehat, Bt 
quia damnati publicatis bonb fepultora prohibebancur, eo- 
jrum qui de fe ftatucbanty humaaantur corpon, nunebanc 
teftamenta, precium feftinandi. JmuU, 1. 3. 

> L. 3. Cod, eod. 

"* In Iniiilam dcportati bona fifcas* poena remifla, rctl* 
net» fwfs FafinUmt L. 6.ff. De fenteatiam paifis & refti* 
tati5. 



E3 CHAP. 
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C tl A P. VL 

Of the Crimes which were punijbabk with 
a Confifcation of Eft'att. 

TH E eftates of petfons guilty of hig^ 
treafon were confifcated^. Now the 
overt-aAs which inferred a guilt of thh nature 
among the Romans, were much the &me as 
are deemed high treafon at this time in France. 
All were deemed criminal in dm refpeft, diat 
made any attempt or formed any defign a* 
gainft the life of the Prince, that treated with 
the enemies of the State, that levied trdops, 
that confpired or contrived the death of the 
^iniflers of State, that calculated idbe luidvity 
or drew the horofcope of the Prince in order 
to do him (ome mifchief or work upon htm 
by inchantments, and that excited the people 
to an infurre£tion or revolt. 

Some Emperors were minded to extend this 
crime likewife to fuch as judged cafes and pro* 
nounced fentencea contrary to their Ordinan* 
CCS ; but this was not received, nor ever pafled 
into a law* Evil Princes extended it even to 
words % which had ever till their dme paflcd 
with impunity "^ : but Theodofius the Great re« 

« L. 5. C.adLqtm JmBam^ Maiellatis. 
L. i.ff. L. 5. C. Ml/. L. 7. G. be Maldids & MadiQ* 
i|naticb» &c. 

^ L. $mu. C. Siqaia Imperatori maledizerit. 

L. 28. i 1.^ De pcenb. (fc. 
? FiiiSa aigttcbantur, OiAa mfwoH mat. Tiuii. 

je£ted 
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j^Bttd til accuiatioDft oJF this kind. Deferters 
wore burnt alive^ and the authors of feditions 
vmt condemned to be thrown to wild beads. 

A, flatterer of Tiberius Casfar charged one Ro- 
nwn citizen with high treafon, for havine Ibid 
a »rden in which there was a ftatue of Au- 
fgmm Cm&r i and accufcd another of the fame 
cf iipe fw having fwore falfly by the name of 
the faid Emperon As for the firft it was de- 
cided; that without any offence againft Reli- 
gion, tbey might fell the itatues of the Gods, 
as they fold the houies and e^rdens of which 
they were appurtenances : and with regard to 
the iecond cafe, it was determined, that it 
Aould be left to the Gods, as it was their bu- 
finefi, to iitvenge the injuries offered to the 
GodsS 

There wanted not other informers that 
brought the fame chaige and accufation againft 
fuch as had made encomiums upon the ene- 
lilies of the State $ as happened in the caSc of 
Qemuttus Cordus % to whom it was objefted 
as a criminal matter of this kind, that he had 
gi¥eti in his Hiftory great elc^iums to Brutus, 
and had called C Caflius the laft of the Ro* 
mans. 

Thd authors of fcandalous and drfamatorv 
libels either againft the State, or againft thote 
tint governed it, were likewife attainted of 
this crime ^ : fuch as publifhed or fpread them, 
fiich as found them in the ftreets and did not 

* Contra Religiones non Sen, quod Norainam fimula- 
clira yendirionibus hortorum 8c domozum accederenu— — 
Oeorum injorias Diis curae. 

* Tacit. Aftna/. 1. 4. 

^ Li.C.Dc&mfiBtVbtVk. 

c;:^. E4 bur^ 
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bum them immediately, were deemed worthy 
of death. Before the time of Auguftus Cse- 
far, the State was fatisfied and thought it fuM* 
cient to make anfwers to tbefe libels, and fo 
prevent their ill cfFefts; and that Emperor 
was the firft who made it a crime of high 
treafon k , though he ftill pardoned words* 
Suetonius however, in his Life, expreflfes the 
contrary h. 

This crime of high treafon was an inex- 
hauftible fource for the revenue in the times of 
Sylla and Marius, under the Triumvirate, and 
in the reigns of Caligula, Heliogabalus, and 
the other tyrants of the Empire *. 

Tiberius Caefar underftood very well how 
to make his advantage of it, or, properly 
fpeaking, how to abufe it; but he always 
• employed it, rather to get rid of his enemies 
and fuch perfoiis as he fufpeded, than to get 
their cftates. 

There was fomething very particular, and 
indeed lingular in this crime : it was, that an 
accufation might be brought againft a man 
for it after he was dead \ and that the bare 
defign or will to commit it, though not fol- 
lowed by any a£lion, was punifhable ^ ; which 
never took place with regard to other crimes. 

This crime became extremely common, 
through the fhameful abufe of acculations, and 

< Primas Augnlhis cognidontm de famolis libellis fpecic 
Jsfae majellatis tra6bvic. Tacit. Amud, 1. i. 
* Cb. 51^ J5. 

^ L 8. C. ad L Juliam^ Majeflatis. 

' Eadem enim feveriute voluntatem fceleris qium ef> 

feAttm puniri jun ▼oluerunt. L, 5. C. iod, Cogitmtio* 

m f9tam nemo ptitnr. U^iVnr, L 18./I De poBnk 

the 
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die deteftable profi^flion of a Delator or Lt- 
Jbmuri which having been ever unknown 
before, was introduced into Rome together 
with Tyranny ». 

The crime of Parricide was always punifhed 
with the confifcation of all theeflFeds andellate- 
of the criminal »: but this crime, fo extraor- 
dinary in its nature, muft be placed in the 
fame rank as monfters, which are fb much the 
more rare, as they are more Ihocking and 
horrible •• There was however in the reign 
of Tiberius found a foh fo unnatural, as. to ac- 
cufe his father of having defigned to kill the 
Emperor, and raife an infurredion againft 
him in Gaul : and Appian mentions a monfter 
like this, who went along with the feijeants 
or guards of the Triumvirs, to ihew them the 
place where his father lay concealed, and 
looked on wbilft they murdered him m his 
preiencep. 

By the Cornelian law, the efFe&s and eftates 
of murderers were confifcated *> ; and this law 
took in likewife fuch as aflifted or were accef- 
lories in the murder. It comprehended alfo 
poifoners, incendiaries, liich as carried forbid- 
den arms about them in order to kill any bo* 
dy, Magiftrates that fuborned witneflfes and 
accufers for the getting an innocent perfon to 
be condemned falfly ; fuch as juftified a mur- 
der, fuch as made odiers eunuchs, or fufiered 

" Delatoits gams pablico exi^ lepertDm per paaaSz 
lieiebantur. Tdicit. AmuJ. 1. 4. 
■ L. iottc. C. De ill qui parcntes vtl libem occidemnt. 
* Mifeiiarum ac fievicis ezemplum atroz. Atrav* 
F Mi/l CMl I 4. c. 4. 
4 £. CtrmUat De Sicariis. 
I. uff.i9d.fS pafim in CUki. 

Z them- 
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dmnfidvct td be made ib i foch saufed fectei^ 
aad wiichcraiti all ftdi as eirtemcifed dnr 
diUdfen^ excsepc the Jews % ibd as expciled 
their flaves to combats s^nft lions asid other 
il^Ubeaftti and, infine» iR^Omeathatdefigii- 
atiy made tlMmfidves mifcany* 

The cafts in which the kilKte of a man 
was not attended mth the confifodofi of die 
mur<iaeifs eftatc, were, i. VHien the man* 
flaughter was invohintaiy. 2. When a man 
kUIol anodier purely in defending his own 
perfon. 3. When he killed a robMf, e^i- 
ally a night-robber. 4. An hufband that 
killed his wife, having caught her in adultery, 
was only fent away to a diftant phce for a 
time, if he was a man of fafiiion and credit ; 
but if he was a mean and obfcure perfon^ he 
was banilhed for ever ' : it was however allow- 
ed to kill a wife taken in the very &ft« 

Adulterers were alfo puniflied with death ^. 
and confeqnently with the confifcadon of all 
their efleds and eftaces ; at leaft from the time 
of the Emperor AJezander Severus. The ma^ 
nagers, goers between, and agents in bringii^ 
about and carrying on that infemous com- 
merce» were co mp re h e n ded in this- law. Such 
as mairied a woman convifted of adokery and 
fentenced for the fame, and fuch as debttiched 
widowf or maidens focfeiced half of their 
cftates* 



' Z. I e^ 5. C £. 2 & 3. C £. 4 & j, C. L I. is. 

'^ C 9. S i.Jf. Cmdt^, JmL De A^olteriii. 
£. i^,ff. iod. D. L. i 1. £. $« 2. 
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Such is ftdiicdd a girt tlndfer ^llft ytars 
of a£ei ihcorirea th6 p^tjr ddltf ttf biliifll* 
riient dr of ptotl fertitbdi \ 

Sodomite^ Vere punifli«d with great iktrfSf^ 
tod fuch i§ leht thdi^ hddfes Air the (Atrf fa^ 
on ^ any leWd stnd fcand&ldm coihtildrce, uh« 
derwent die fame punifhments as wer6 iiiflid^ 
oh adliltelKrs % 

Auguftus Cac&r put feVeral perfdns t6 deatH 
for having debauched his daughters \ 

If orgers of ^eedi ahd Wrhitt^ were pUflUhctI 
litrith death, #heti they were of a ierrile con* 
dition i ai;tid if they Wete freemen, with per* 
petttal btoiflunbht ahd cotififcatiota of theit 
cftates*. 

Such as incurred die ptnkltfes <X the Cor* 
neliah law.ife FMfif^ were in (he fi)^ place* 
fuch as tcoAt ialfe tdthuhthts jihd the like &6ti* 
tious deeds, of catifed ^em tt> be diatm tip 
and made foy others. 

i. Such as too3c inohfey, ind were hhftd ti 
fcrve for witheflb, 

3. Such as bribed the Juc%esor wttneflb« 

4. Falfe witnefles. 

^. iSuch as broke open die tdbEmtiiitk of 
|>erfons biefore they were dead \ 

6. Perforis entrufted with the keeping tJt 
the writiitgi and evidences of 'a party in any 
caufe, if they communicated them to the )ul* 
vcrie pahy. 

* £. 18. {. i.jff: Depoeaii. 
^ P^man, L 8. C. iod. 
" Sttitonhu in Jmmfi, 

ID.L.U 

7. Sucb 
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y. Such as in wriciog- the laft will of way 
body, put down themfelves for legacies r. 

Lampridius however relates, that the Exa- 
j)eror Adrian did not proceed to execuce the 
rigor of thi9 law, but contented himfelf with 
the cutting off of the fingers of a perfon g^ty 
of fornry. 

Fane coiners fufiered the penalty of this 
law, as to confifcation of their efitds, as well 
ibr having filed, clipped, or akertd, as fer 
having counterfeited the coin. It took in Kite- 
wife fuch as did not prevent this pra&ice when 
it was in their power to do fo, and fudi as 
put off and vended falfe money \ The lands 
and houfes of perfons where it had been 
coined were alio confifcated. 

The Emperor Conftantine the Great de- 
clares falfe coiners to be guilty of high treafon, . 
and condemns them to be burnt alive *. 

Whoever changed his name with any ill 
defign in view, underwent the rigor of this 
law i but excepting the cafe of fi^ud, it was 
allowable for all perfons to chsmgp their names 
at pleafure K 

, Such' as foppofed children were likewife fob- 
jeA to the penalties of this law ; ^d in this 
cafe no time whatever could introduce a pre- 
fcription, and lave the guilty fiom prolecu- 
tion and puniihment S 

Such as offered any violence to others, 
without carrying arms about diem, forfeited 

7 £. 4. c. w. 

> L. 9. (. i» 2.ff. L I. C. De fijfa moneu^ 

• i. 3. C. #•* 

^ £. MM. C^f, De matatioiie nominb. 

^ LuC.itd. L I. J. i.j: L. 19. $« i.Jf 

only 
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only a third part of their eftates : but if they 
had weapons about them when they committed 
die violence* they were fentenced to a perpe- 
tual exile, and all their eftate was confifcated <■• 

This penalty was alfo incurred by thofe thac 
exa&ed new impoils, with an armed force, 
by their own authority. 

The eftates of fuch as committed rapes up- 
on maidens, widows, virgins confecrated to 
Religion ; as alfo the effeds of thofe that ac- 
companied them in the enterprize, or har- 
boured, lodged, and entertained them in their 
houfes, were confifcated; and their perfons 
moreover were punilhed capitally \ 

The eftates of fuch as were convidted of 
facrilege, of robbing the treafury, and em- 
bezzling the public money, were alfo confif- 
cated; but in the laft c^e five years was 
enou^ to create a prefcription, and fave the 
embezzler from punilhment ^ 

Such as kept the public money in their 
hands, and made ufe of it for their own pro- 
fit, were condemned to .make reftitution, and 
pay a third part of the fum fo diverted over 
and above hy way of fine ^. 

Such as being employed in a poft committed 
any eza&ions, were banifhed, and fentenced 
to an amerciament, which was often four times 
the value of the fum that had been exadted ir- 
regqlarly and unjuftly from people \ 

^ L.io. §. ub.ff.adl. Jul Dt vi publ. L uU.ff. iU. 

* Ir. «t. §. 2. C. De rapra Virginum. 
' L. 9.#. ad L. JuL Pcculat. »c. 

* N9vtL 159. i. 7. f 3./: ad Leg. Jul Repetitndar. 

? Extor- 

s 
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Exeoitiqper? w^qe fojncdxiK? pMnUhcd ac^ 
^fcOFding to tbe CorneUaff L^w, by which che^ 
were ^bjie^ed to have ^eir crates cpnfifi;^- 
ted^ 

$uch ^ I>r43^ to got jQtpjQi^oes^ and pur- 
chaifd ifi^ffir^ge^ were fine^ an J^u^dred crowi^ 
of gold \ 

^bj^izfifs w^tfi alCo &enei:aUy condemqed to 
|he iDdne^^ and their eitajK^ confifqiced K 

PMYflncaJum ,thfit uTed qoUufion^ and be* 
jra^ed^ cauTe.or truljt, fyxSkrt^ fon^tin;ies tiff 
lp.i$ of all thor whole eftate, and ionjiet^nc^ 
pnly.of |tnK>iety-. 

Such as diverted^ mifappljed^ qf embezzle^ 
^ a0fit9 Apd eftate €£^. iuccq^qn^ w^re iqme- 
times condemned to very ^vy $nes ^ fqr jt 
was 9 qriminal ags^ir. Cffc^x^ UkfVi^ tbai^ 
Xold or Qooii^fged a thing t^iqe pver/or by 
a i^al& ddet were treaft^ fin.tbe ^^ in^uimer »» 

Such as formed focieties fm(l ccyntjin^don^ 
and afleqibled mqlutudes of pepp^P ^j^her 
without ;he Prince's pernufl^s were (uitencofl 
jilfo toj(cye«c^es% 

Subaltern Judg^ in^cpuntryvill^^eSy call^ 
from their not being ^owc4,^i^tp ft the Jiear- 
i^g pf cavlfis, pfidan^i were/ ,whqp iguilty of 
{bribery and.corruption, punil^ed with tl^Jo^ 
^f their eftates^ and baniPimeqt ^ 

< L. 2.ff, Qecpncpffipnc. £. 3. t. %.4^L. Cfn^I. Up 
§cmh. 

^ L tin. jr. ad L. Jul. Ambittb. 

« L. 6,ff, Dc Pij^var. ^I. ^8- $.8.^ Qe Domv. 
» L. 3. C. Dc cr}wicAxpii««.b«wdit. I. 3. i 2. /I 
Slellionatos. 



• L. I. f .1. ;«./: I>e Oolkgiifc 
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Tfaere was a fine of ien pounds of gold 
laid upon fuch as yiolatsd the fepolcbrcs of the 
dod s one of fifty pounds upon Sach as hin- 
dered the interment of deces&d jpcrfons ; and 
SL confiication of a third part of their cftates 
^i?as the penalty incurred by iuch as Jbefet dy- 
ing people, and ceazed them in order to ^ 
their fucceflion \ 

All peribns Itkewile &bk£t to the TaiUc 
Ibrfeiied their eftates, if they changed ^ack 
a^e: and befides this penalty, fcqp^mi 
exile was decreed ag^unft merchants conrifted 
of engrofling commodities into their hands ^ 

. Smi as enhanced and n&d arts to jraife tha 
firice of com, were punilhed with hcanry fines^ 
ai)d fometimes corporally ^ 

^Falie accufers or flanderecs were femenoed 
CD the fame punifliment as the peribn wrong- 
fully accufcd would have undm^gone in cafe he 
liad been found guilty upon their accufittion^ 
Jb that their eftates were often confi&ated '. 

There was a penalty of four times the value 
againft fuch as mifapplied and diverted the 
{Hiblic money, againft fijch as borrowed mo- 
ney of perfons that were inddbted or accountp* 
able to the State, and againft the concealeca 
and detainers of the eSe£b of condemned per- 
fons". 

t £. 4. C. J>e iepaldi. vkbtof. £. 6. C. A#«w/. 6<x 
c. i/ 
' L. 4. C. De jare fifci. L i. {. 2. C. Dt monopoliis^ 
' L. 37.^ DepomiB. 

* L, Mi. C. De calamniatoribof. 

• L 8. C. Dc jure fifci. 

^1 I, 2. C. 6e his qui tx pnblicis ntionibus mntdam / 

fccoauun accepcn»t.& L. mlt. De hpnb profcnpcorunL / 

The 
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The punifliment of fmu^lers that broaghc 
in prohibited merchandile, and ran contraband 
goods, was no leis than capital, befides the 
confifcation of the merchandife, and a fine cl[ 
thirty pounds of gold laid upon the governois 
of the places where it had been run. Them 
was likewife a confifcation of all their efieAs» 
and perpetual banilhment denounced againft 
fuch as narbourcd and received any foreign 
merchants, without giving notice thereof to 
the Chief Direftor of the Commerce \ 

The carrying away of gold into foreign 
countries was prohibited under pain of deadi i 
and the merchants of Perfia were ezprelsly 
forbidden to txing any merchandife on tha 
fide the river Araxes, under pain of confifca* 
tion of the faid merchandife \ 

Such as levied more than was impoied upon 
the people that were fubje^t to the Taille, were 
condemned to make them ample reftitution, by 
paying either double or elfe lour times the va- 
lue of the fum wrongfully exaded ; and fbme- 
times too all their efieds were confifcated ^. 

Tht purchafer of an eftate or thing in dis- 
pute, knowing the title to be bad or precari- 
ous, was condemned to reftore it, and the 
purchaie-money was forfeited to the Exche- 
quer \ 

The farmers of excifes, culioms, duties of 
export and import, and of all other impofts 



"^ £. 14 (^ 16. £. 4. $. I.e. De commerdit Si 

catoribus. L 6. C. m£ 
« L 2, C ioii> L. 4 $ I. 
^ L umc, C. De fupeiexadUonibos. 

L. 8. C. De excu(ac. mttnentiii» &c* 
* I. 4. C. De litigiofis. 

diat 
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tliat had been laid irregularly and by viblente 
upon any commodities or merchandife, were 
condemned td make reftitutibn of douUe their 
value '. 

Cbnftfdttion of goodd was likewife denoun* 
ced againft fuch as fold purple without the 
.Prince's penhiflion J againft all that bought 
filks from ibrdgners i againft 'fuch as either 
fold or bddght the com defigned and appro- 
priated fbr the people of Roitie and the ar-^ 
mies of the State ^ and againft all that fold 
arms to foteigiiers ^ . 

There v^ lib'^cdnfifcation of mefchandife 
decreed agathft^fQch as had not declared them 
through mere arikdvertency or miftaker they 
^nly paid double the ordinary duty u 

- Such as fatmed laAds under the Exchequer^ 
if they tranfpdrted or tranfplanted fruit-trees, 

't?ere condemnSrf- tb'pay four times their va- 
lue^. - - : 

- Whoever fraudulently and by artifice got 
•ahy grant and received any thing from the F.x- 

chequer, was condemned to reftore double its 

Value *. 

' If the Governors of Provinces did either in 
their own name, or by means of other perfons 
afting by their direftion and in their behalf^ 
purcbafe any lands within their governments^ 
they might be demanded back by the feller^ 

^ L.\.ff. DePublicanis. 
^ L. I. C. Quae res venire iion poflunt> bfc, 
L. 2. C. Quae r& exportari non poifunty ^e, 
, « L. I. i6. f /: D« Publicanis. 
* L. 45. }. 1 3,/: Dc jure fifci, 
•I. 46. J. 7./: 

F ^ 
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and the purchafe-money wa^ paid into the £96* 
chequer '. 

Sudh 39 defrauded the treafury of any of \tA 
dues, were condemned to reftore fourfold ^ 

Such as opened the teftaipe^it of a perfon 
whilft he was living, inciy^ed t]iie.4)enakiqi of 
confifcation (rf* efface and ^>an|i]|^i^^ \ 

If a nun caufed any pillars, ^r wiorks qf 
marble to be carried out of ^^ (own into tjie 
country to any of his eftat^, the ^te yNf 
confifcaced'. 

There was an exprels prohibition 9C puU^g 
down boufes in order %o foil tjhqftones, thiB 
marbles, and the pillars (rp^r^y, u^der.pai^ 
of nullity of the lale, ^ ^ dg^bl^ t;he pncp 
Seing paid to the Excl^iec^r by i}m purcnaJfjer^ 
It appears neverthel^is that; lik double was 
paid equally by the ^IJer aqd the purchaier K 

The Magiflraces that were.comxniffioned tp 
take care of the bringing in and receiving of 
the corn for the army, when it was npt done 
within the year, were ientenced to pay double K 

The Commii&ries of provifions that ha4 
kept any of them to themfelves, were al^ 
condemned to pay double, the craiety where- 
of went to the Exchequer »• 

If any perfoq ei^iged in a Uw-fuit way 
/convided of haviog given money to the Judgp 

^ D. L J. 2. I. umc. L, C. fit. 53. 
« D. L I. 5. *^. 

* L. 38. S- T-F' De poenis. 
< Ir. C. J>e Miif. privatis. 

^ L. ^%.ff* Be oonoah. cinptiQae. £. 4. {. $« 6» 7, 9, 
io» II, i2» CaT/lOekgitk £. 4. C JOe iEdi£ pmrat% 
L. «//. De donat. inter vinun 4 nsDreBi. 

* L. 7. C. D« ezaaoribna. 
f D. i. 7. 

in 
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in X civil afiak » he was fentenced to pay fouf 
Omcs the ium ; and if it was in a criminal 
(cafc, his eUate was confifcated ". 

Such as made appeals from the fentences of 
the Courts of Judicature riafhJy and caufelefs^ 
iy, were condemned to pay fifty pound weight 
of filver ^ 

The cfFcfts and eftates of the chief and o- 
ther Magiftrtic$ of. tiJwns, whenever they 
quitted their towns, were employed in defray- 
ing, the ekngn ot oollefidng t|)e public mo<* 
ney, if they did oot return within the year p. 

The lalaries and perquifites due to officers 
^ecc^edi^ belong^ to the Exchequer ^ 
! AU fines* weFp K> te canied to the Treafu* 
ryg, as iooQ as ever they were received '* / 
. 3uc^ af nctieilfd tl}efe fioes^ if they diverted 
Wy. p^ <H^,i^hii€ was due to the Treafuryi 
Kcre cpnddmoed (O yay fi&y poucda of gold 
y^ the Exchequer ^ 

The Judges might cendeonn a Barretur 
who had Ipft hid caufe ta pay the cods of fuit, 
juid tP pay taoreover ten per C^nf. of the futn 
$0 which th^, ^id cqfts amoumed into the Ex- 
chequer. 

The Serjeants or Bailiffs that let any perfons 
Cofnmicted t<> their cuftody make their efcape, 
incurred a &t\q of teSi pounds of gold \ 

The Judges were ftridtly forbidden to mo- 

■ Authentic Nov© jure, C, Dc poenis. 
* i. 5. V 'th. Quorum Appellationca non recipiuntur. 
^ L 5. C De Decimombus. 

*» L I. C. Dc Annon. & Tributb. X. i. C. 7^*</. De 
^nnonis civiiibus. 

' L. I . C. De aaodo mul^rum. 

' f '3 i, J. 

' L. 2. C. Dc fpottulis. 

Ft left 
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left and opprefs the people of the Provinc«^ 
under the penalty of a fine of fifty pounds rf 
gold i and were enjoined to obferve and keep 
to the Ordinances, on pain of paying ten 
pounds of gold for each infi-ingement thereof »• 



CHAP. Vlf; 

Of Efcbeats^ or the Revenue arifing fnmt 
Succejffions^ and teftamentary Legacies. 

AUguftus Caefar firft introduced this right, 
which was eftablifhed by the law Pa- 
pia P$pp(Ba^\ and took in, i. Every thkig 
that was left by will, in the way of inheri- 
tance, or in truft, as a donation on account of 
death, or by any other title whatever, to pcr- 
fons living and capable of fucceeding at the 
time of making the tcftamcnt, but who 
chanced to die during the teftator*s lifc-time, 
or after his deceafe before the opening of his 
will\ 2. Every thing that was left under 
any condition whatever which came to fail, 
and all legacies or inheritances that were re- 
nounced or not claimed by thofe that had a 
right to receive and inherit them. 

The Emperor Juftinian fupprefled this 
right, becaufe^ fays he, // having been eftahlijbed 
m occafton of the Civil JVars^ it is very reafon^ 
able and proper to abolijb it during the calm of 

« 1.4. J. 2. C. JV. 112. C. 2. 

* ^ac, Afmal. 3. Diw Cajfiui in Aug, 
^ Ulp. in Fragm. I II. Dc Cadpc. GT L. nmc, j 2. C De 
caducis toUendis. 

peact-^ 
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feac€ c ; expreffing himfelf very finely on the 
fuhyGt in the following words : ff^al is gene- 
roily beneficial to all^ we deem preferable to our 
private intereft ; being in our Imperial way of 
tbinhng perfuaded, that ihe advantage of our 
JubjeSis is'.cur own particular advantage ^. 

3. Every thing that was left by will, on 
any account or by any title whatever, to pcr- 
fons that lived in a ftate of celibacy, was 
claimed by the Exchequer, if the legatees did 
not marry within an hundred days, after the 
death of the teftator; unlefs the unmarried 
perfon, if a man, was a minor not five and 
twenty years old, or if a female, under the 
age of twenty .)rears •. I'his right of debar- 
ring batchelors from inheriting, was called the 
penalty of celibacy, and was introduced chiefly 
for two reafbns« 

The one was, in order to bring money into 
the Prince's coffers -, the other was, to, oblige 
the men to marry, for the quicker repcopling 
of the Commonwealth, which had been ex- 
tremely thinned and wafted by the civil wars 
of Marius and Sylla, of Pompcy and Csefar, 
of the Triumvirate, and of Anthony and Au- 
guftus f. 

The Emperor Conftantine confidering this 
ufage as contrary to the tenor of the t^hriflian 
RehgioQ, thpught fit to fuppreis it ^ 

• L. unicd, 

•* Quod communitcr omnibus prodeft, hoc privatse no- 
ftne utiiitati pneferendum ^Sz cenfemus, nofirnm efle pro-* 
priom fubjed^rum commodum imperialiter exiftimantes. 

« Ulp. ibid, fit. 1 3. De copllbat & orbit. Cujacii Pa^ 
ratitla in Codia, 

' Velkiia Patircukup Affian^ Dion CaJJius. 

s L. 1. C. De infiimandis pcenis €Qsliba(ii|» . 

F 2 Such 
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Such as were married, bm yet bad no ciiil<i 
drcn, \o& half of what was Idt them by m)i^ 
the other half efcheating to the Exchequer'' t 
but if they were charged to make k good to 
other perfons who were qualtfted to inAnmt^ 
they took pofieffion of the whole, acoorabng^ 
t!0 the opinion of yavolenus \ fiefides^ if diey 
had a fon, or their fon had died aft«- attain* 
tng the age of fourteen, they had in Ai« cA 
too the whole. Conftantine abrogated thit 
right aifo. 

When a huflband made hii wife his heir, ov 
gave her any thing by wiU ; and when a wifir 
made a like difpofiidon of her efibfb in hsfoiaii 
of her hufband ; if they had no chiidren, they 
bad only the tenth part of what flioold have 
accrued to them by ibch legacy } die 4>ther 
nine parts belonged to the Imperial Treafery ^^ 
But in cafe they were niinors, that is, the man 
under five and twenty, and the woman under 
twenty years of age ; or if the man was abo¥« 
fixty years old, and the woman turned of 
fifty-eight, they then had the whoie« IF ihey 
had children by another marriage, each child 
was worth a tenth to them, procuring them 
that further fhare of the fucceffion. If liicji 
had by the fame marriage a fon or a daughter 
who had died after the ninth day, tliey got 
likewife anoiher tqnth on t^at actount t if they 
had two children who had thus died after li- 
ving nine days, they ^ot only jgained two 
tenths, but enjoyed alJb the ufe and profits oi 
the reft. But if they procnned a faculty from 

* Ulp Ttt. De Caliban k orbit 

^ L, i^z.ff. Dc Lcfiitis. ^ Wjt Tt*: % i & z. 

• • - ' the 
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cbe fempefOl*, giving them the rights and be- 
nefit of children, they entirely cut off all dc« 
mands and pretenfions of the Exchequer >, 

In cafe an hufband or wife died without 
heits, the furvivor bantd the Exchequer from 
ZKj clkim, aiid was qualified to inherit, ia 
virtue, of rfie Prsfctor's Edidt ". But if they 
had n^rer had any children, the furvivor took 
only the the (efith^ or feveral tenths, according 
to thd huMbeJ- of children which he had by 
other niarriagtf^ : and the Law Papa (what- 
ever Godcfroy may lay of it) extended in thi& 
cafe to the fucceffion of perfons dying inte- 
ftate, 7i% is eafy enoug|h to be proved \ The 
£m^ror^ Honorius and Theodofius abrogated 
the claim of the Exchequer in this point, and 
gave the right of children to all married per- 
rons in ^heral. 

Eve^y thing <hat was left, in any manner 
whatever, to perfons undeferving of fuch kind- 
Aefs and liberalities, belonged alio to the 
Prince's Exchequer % 

1. Ah inheritance or fucceflbn that fell to 
an heir who did not revenge the death of the 
dcceafed, devolved to the Exchequer, and the 
unworthy heir was obliged to refiind the pro- 
fits he I»d received out of the eflate p. 

2. Whoever had let his wife die for want 
of care, was deemed unworthy of fucceeding 
to her efFefts ^. 

' Vk, TtU ic. Dc Dccimis. 

* L I. C. Unde vir k uxor. : 

" Bafilk. L 49. 7?/. $. L. I. C De infinnandis poenil 
coeIibat(b, & Z. i. Cod. De jore liber. 

* C. De iifl qaibus ut indigniB hsBredit aufianmtor. ■> 
' i. I. C. iod. 

F 4 3. Who- 
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3. Whoever had married a wife of the Pro* 
▼ince whereof he was Governor, was deprived 
and excluded from her fucceffion \ 

4. Whoever had difpofed of the eftate and 
effe^b of one of his parents during the liio 
and without the knowledge of fuch parent^ 
loft all his right to the inheriunce ^ 

5. Whoever wrongfully charged a will with 
being forged, incurred tli^ lame penalty *• 

6. Whoever lent his name, in order to ii^ 
cure a legacy or truft to a perlon incapacitated 
by law to receive it, was deprived of* it» but 
with this difference however, that if he gavie 
information of it himfelf, he only loft a moie* 
ty thereof ; and if the information caaie from 
another quarter, he loft the whole % the k^- 
cies ftill remaining valid % 

7. An hufband that did not revenge thQ 
deadi of his wife, Joft her fortune, if ihe had 
brought him any % 

8. If a fuppofuitious child fucceeded to an 
eftate, as foon as ever it was difcovered tha( 
he was fb, the eftate and fuccefllon devolved 
to the Exchequer ''. 

Whoever had fupprelled a teftament, had 
hindered any body from making a will, or 
forced him to make one in his favour, fb that 
he came to fucceed tQ an eftate by one of thef^ 

' L 2.ff. 

f D. L. 2. i 3. 
^ L. 5. J. 1. 

»L. 10./: L. 3.5.4.^. DcjuitfifcL LwM.C.IH 
Vis qui fe defenxnt. 

* L zo.ff. Dc his qua, {5f<. 
^ L.4fo ff. Dcjurciifci. 

thrcf 
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^ree means, loft all right to it, and the fuc- 
ceffion fell to the Exchequer \ 

Women that married contrary to the laws, 
forfeited their dower, and all the advantages 
to which they would otherwife have been en- 
tttled : and ^all the efieds and eftates of fuch 
as ccMitrafted. inceftuous marriages were con- 
fifcated y. 

The Gtovernors of Provinces, who cither 
married themfelves within the diftriA of their 
gp¥emment, or fuffered any belonging to them 
to marry there, were fined ten pounds of gold^ 
befides the nullity of the marriage *• 

Women that engaged haftily in a fecond 
marriage, before the year of mourning for their 
firmer hufband was expired, loft every thing 
that was left them by will, all legacies, trufts, 
or donations on account of death which might 
k\\ to them : all belonged to the Exchequer, 
which claimed alfo, and obliged them to rehind, 
whatever they had got by the teftament of their 
firft hufband and by their marriage-articles k 

A widow that within the year of her mourn- 
ing h^ a child by any tiody but her firft 
huftund, was liable to the ianie penalty ^ 

^ L. 2,jf. a4If* Corml. De &!&. L. 2. C. Siquis all- 
qiiem tellari prohiibuerit. 

y Autbentic. Incel^as. C. Zr. 4. De inceftis k inutilibus 
nuptiis. 

p X. umc. C. Si qulcomque pntditos poteibte rel ad 
cum pec,tinente9» bfc. 

* L. I. C De fecandii nnpciia. 

^ Jutbentic. dfd. poenis. C. 
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e H A ?• vni- 

bf E/latis that were vacant^ Out bad »^ 
certain Proprietor. 

TH E cftates of foch as died without hein 
belonged id the Eitcfaesqiier, ezchifive 
even of the prrrileges of the town^, corpora- 
tions, and private men that might have fome 
claim to them^ either by a loctg pbflfeffion, or 
by a particular privilege: biA this did nc/t 
take place, tm]e& the hein both on the fttfaer^s 
and mother's fide came to fail Such inheri- 
tances however, if they had not been incorpo- 
rated into the Demefne, were prefcribable, and 
/ all the pretenfions of the Exchaqpser were 

barred by a pofibffion of ibur, or rather of 
^rty years'. It nwft be obftrvcd likewife, 
that the huflband or wife e^cduded the claim of 
the Exchequer. 

The eilcfls 0aA eftaccs of rofeigne^, and 
of fuch ts had -book ^ven fbr boftages ^rfu- 
ant to treaties made with enemies, belonged 
alfo to the Exchecjuer ^ \ and hoftages could 
not make a will without th^ Prince's liccnfc *. 

* £. I. §. 2. /. De jms fifei. t, i. C. ]>e bonk va- 
cantibusy &c. L. ^ C. £. i. C. De qiadrfciUiii pnefbi- 
ptione. L 4. C Jjc pnefcripdoBe tHgmcsi vtl qiumr^ta 
annorum. ff. Unde vir Sc uxor. 
I ^ Divus Commodus obfidum bona ficat & aq>tiyonim 

omoimoda in fifciun efle oog^nda refcripfit. U^, /. 31.^ 
i Dc jure fifci. 

' Zr. 1 1.^ Qui tefiamenu fieere poflunt. Taditu, P$^ 

Now 
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Now there wa^ always a gmc MAifaer of ho- 
ftagos and priibncfs of war among the Ro- 
mans) for ihdy nevar made any treaty, but 
they took faoftages tokilare iia being obfeired* 
This kind of confifcaaoii or efcbeat is called 
in Ffaoce the Dftii J^AuMm : dit Royal De- 
meine afibmes all tiie beaefii of it, exciofive 
of prirate Lords of Maitours, notwithfianding 
the cuftoms which prevail in fbme places, be^ 
uig. fbonded on the law of the Emperor Com- 
modus*, whofe regulation eftabliihod the pra* 
Aice here menciomd. 

If the foliiers purcfaafed any eftates in the 
countrieB where they weffe employed in ma- 
king war, they were confifcated, beoiufe it 
«u a thii^ expre&ly forbidden them ^» 

All kindis of merthendife i^jt€t to the 
payment of any duty were confifcaied % if 
they did not pay kj and were not declared at 
the offices ot the Receivers of the Cuftoms. 
Run goods and commodities that were fmug* 
gled, were ftiled mfr^feffa merc^s^ and die 
right of forfeinife in cake of that illegal pni'* 
£tice was called Commijfum^ Merchandift 
belonging to the foldiers was not liat4e to fach 
foribinafe and fei^ure. 

The hopes and prefpeft of gwi tempted 
infbrmet^ and delators t6 look out for frauds 
and mifdemeanors cS this kind, and to make 
a difcovery thereof. We fee in Appian feve- 
ral^inftances, where the aecufers^had fometimes 
all the confifcation of the perfons condemned* 
Tiberius Caefar was far from being inclined tQ 

* I. 9./: De re mUitari, faT L, lyff. imL 

* Z. 3. De ve^al. Sb caaimiffis« 

leflen 
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leflen their perqaifitcs and emolumeocs, alled^ 
ging that they were the guardians of the laws ^. 
Under the various Tyrants of the Empire* 
fbck public nuifiuices aad pefts of fociety mul- 
tiplied in an extraordinary manner, and made 
themfelvcs exooeding terriUe. Tacitus de-- 
icribes with energy the terror they infpirsd in 
faying, Every hfay dreaded for fear the very 
^mIIs bad ears. 

The delators or informers of run and for- 
feited goods, of eftates efcheated for want of 
heirs, of the effeds of foreigners, of frauds 
and other things fubjeft to confifcation, had 
at firfl the half of the profits : but in Nero's 
time they were dinted to a quarter .part ; which 
gave OQcafion to their being diftinguifhed by 
the name of ^adruplaiores^ fb odious among 
the Romans \ 

If any man accuied another falfly of a crime, 
the legal punifhment whereof was the lois of 
life, of the city, or of liberty, he incurred the 
fame penalties of death, baniihment, or (la- 
very i befides the confifcation of all his ef- 
fefts ^ 

In like manner, if the informers gave in 
falfe informations againft any body, all their 
cftates were confilcated, and they underwent 
the corporal punilhment of fcourging : if they 
were in any polls or employments, they were 
turned out immediately ^ . The £mi)erors 
Carus and Numerianus brand this kind of pro- 



s Tack. Amml. 1. 4. 

^ Suitonius in NiroM* 

' C. De acbufat. infcriptionibus. 

^ L ult. J. 10. C. JDc dcktoribas. 
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feffion by the ftile of Execrable \ The name 
of delator or informer was infamous 5 and if 
any one had called another an informer, he 
had an a&ion againft him, and might recover 
damages ". 
j Every thing that came into any ofle^s pof- 

, feffion by a lucrative title, (that is to fay, by 

j way of a tcftamentary heirfliip, or in the 

courfc of fucceffion to a perfon dying inteftate) 
I by way of legacy, trull, donation on account 

of death, or donation and conveyance between 
living parties (except moveable goods) was 
J fubjeft to the payment of a duty which was 

J impofed upon all immoveables, and confided 

;, in a certain quantity .of gold charged by the 

I acre. The Senators themfelycs were riot ex- 

empted from paying this duty ". 

The Senators paid (even hundred crowns of 
gold : but the Emperors- Arcadius and Hono- 
rius fuppreffed this duty. '.Cujacius lays in that 
place, and Godcfroy after him, that this gold 
was called Aurum Glebaky when the feven 
hundred crowns of gold were exaded from the 
Senators ; and Aurum Cprcnarium^-, when le- 
\ vied upon the Magiftrates of towns ; aiid that 
the Tradefmen paid their duty in filver : which 
notion doth not feem to'ine to be well foun- 
ded **.' ' 



I Omnlbns notiflimum eft eos execrahiks nunciatorcs cflc 
I qui iifco defcrunt. £.4. Cod. 

I "* ^ 3. C. De injuriis.. 

^ neodof. (ff VaUntinlott. L. unk C. De imponenda lu- 
crativa dekrriptione. L. 4. C. De dignitatibiw. 

• L, 2. Dc prajtoribus. 
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CHAP. IX. 

Of Irnpojis laid upon Mercbandifi and 
Provifions. 

THERE was an impoft laid not oohf 
upon merchants and tradefmcn, but alio 
tpon all kinds of fpcrchandife : and this aU 
forts of perfons were obliged to pay ; the vc- 
ly foldiers themfelves having no exemption ia 
this refpedb any more than others \ This im* 
poll:, was at th/? race of twelve and a half per 
Cent, and all the exemptions that were pro* 
cured to be excufedffom paying it w^re of no 
efied, being declared null by the Qrdinaiioe 
of the Emperors Honprius and Theodofius *• 
The third penny a^-lling from all ijmpofts in 
general was annexed to the local chai>ges and 
employments, except froQi fucK as had from 
time immemorial belonged to the Empqror^ 
Demefne : the two other thirds were carried 
and paid into the Imperial Trcafury *. Now 
as I have already obierved, all merchatuiil^ 
and commodities that were not declared either 
at the Collector or Receiver's office, or at tha 
Cuftom-houle, (peaking in the hmguage of 
our ufages, were liable to be (eized, and be* 
ing difcovered were confiicated : but this rig)u 
of feizure and confifcation was taken away by 
a prefcription of five yean, if no fuit bad 



* L, 7. C. De Veaigalibus k ConuniiCs. 

* Zr. 12. 
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twcn carried on, qot profecution ip^, oq ac- 
count of this right yiitbin that time; and if 
the merchandife or goods were no longer 'm 
being, or h^ not been conc^led widi a frau- 
dulent defign \ There was no cuftow, excifc 
or imp(^ paid for fuch incrchandift or goods, 
as wasp hought for ^ man's own uie, or for 
the ufe of the Prince and State : but all other 
ooods w^ fiibjea thereto «. Foreign ambaf- 
ladors paid the duties for fuch merchandifo 
and ptoyifions as they biXH^hf from their own 
country, but were exempt from paying for 
fuch as they carried home with them ^ 

Soldieri were obliged, to piy the duties as 
well as others : but yet if they could run or 
pais diei^ mercbapdiie witfaoyt carryit^ j^ to 
the Oiftom-houfo or declaring it at the Col- 
l^ors offices, they were fo much fevopred 
that tt «(as npt fobjoa to oonfifiation ». This 
peculiar privilege was ffuaed thpra by the 
Ei^eiw Sererus and his fop Cua^^. 

There was aUban ipipoft upon certain beafts 
that came from Egypt, but not upon all kind 
of cattle^. 

The MagUlxates of Towns and Corpora- 
tions had a power of laying foqae impofe to 
provide for the neceffipes of thofe particular 
places i and nobody could oppoie or deny the 
payment of diem : bmi however, before they 
<;Quld o^ert this power, they were obliged to 
apply for leave either to the Governor of the 

* S*«(r- £* jiHtemu. I. 2. CttL 

• L. 5. C. eod. 
' L. 8. C. ud. 

M. 9. C«£ See Ci^miMi. 

?ro. 
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Proyince, ot elfe diredly to the Etnpenn- bim^ 
fclf '. This is obfcrrcd likewife to this day 
in Fiance : Towns and Corporations have nO 
authority to lay any impofitions upon them- 
ielves without letters patents from die King % 
in confequcnce whereof the lums of money 
levied by fuch impofts are called 03rois^ 
Grants. 

The farmers of thcfe duties upon merchant 
diie were ftiled OffavarH^ figniiying as it were, 
that they were farmers of the eighth penny. 
It is generally thought that the paynient was 
at the rate of a fhilling in the pound ; and yet 
the Law which I have jufl quoted lays the 
contrary. 

This eighth penny ;ieas levied even upon 
the Eunuchs of the Palace ; but tH? Emperor 
Leo forbad the farmers to receive it; tuT being 
a thing prohibited by the law of .Oonftantine 
the Great ^. If the officers employii in col- 
lefting thefe duties exaded any things fot com* 
modities and things that were exempted and 
ought not to pay, it was a capital crinie, and 
they were puniflied with death. If they le- 
vied any thing without the Prince's letters au- 
thorizing them to do fo, they were obliged to 
make reftitution: and fuch as molefled and 
opprefled the people of the Provinces were 
condemned to perpetual banifhment K 

The officers that levied thefc duties were 
called Stationariij and were indeed foldicra*^ 

< L.10.C. L.zfi%*C. Vcaigalia nova noD infUtai 
pofle. 
I" L. I & 2. C. De £unuc]us. 
> L. 1. C. De veaigalibus. £. i. C. VeAigalift novau 
* D. L. s* L. i6. D. i. De pobficaab Sc v«aigalibQs. 

There 
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There is in the Digeft a fmall book of rates 
of the diings fubjeA to this duty of the ei^th 
penny i and thefe are feveral forts of fpicea 
and grocery ware^ among others pepper : yec 
there b no manner of doubt to be made, but 
chat all other kinds of merchandife were fub« 
jeft to this duty \ 

Julius Oefar was the firft that laid a duty 
on foreign merchandife ^ The Romans car* 
ried on a very great traffick in Indian and 
Pliny f relates, t&t they bought in that coun* 
try every year to the value ot above two mil* 
lions of merchandife, upon which the mer* 
chants gained an hundred-fold their prime coft 
and vawe. Now according to Strabo, thefe 
foreign commodities paid double duty, that is 
to iay, both for import and export *^ ; fo that 
this impoft afforded a confiderable produce. 

There was alfo a duty of entry that was 
paid at the gates of Towns, and called VeEHgd 
in porta, A Toll was alfo paid at bridges, 
and on the high roads '. 

Herodian however fays, that thefe duties 
were tyrannical impofitions, and that they were 
abolifhed by the Emperor Pertinax. How- 
ever this was, it is certain that the merchants 
and tradefmen who fumifhed goods for the 
Emperor's ufe, and provifions for his houfhold, 

" C^. Dc Vcftigal. & CommiiSs. 

^ Portoria peregrinarum mercium infiltulc. SMitoa, in 

f Htfi, lib, 12. L. uit. Cod, 27. 

* Ub 17. 

' Nee indignabitur fapienj aliqaxd Impendere at liineji 
nanfeaty cogitaas k in pontibus quibufdam pro traniicu 
dari. Seme. 

G were 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Sz O/* /i^ R E V E N U E 8 

were not exempt fiiom paying them f ; and 
that nobody was difpenfed with in that re* 
fpcft, unlcls it were the body of Mariners, 
called in the Civil Law NavUularu \ 

The farms of thefe impofts were always ad-^ 
judged and fet to the highefl: bidder ; the leafes 
were ufually granted for three years at kaft s 
and Varro lays, that in ancient times they ge- 
nerally were made for five years. A man 
who in the heat of the au£tion and in the ex- 
gernefi of bidding had offered the higheft fum^ 
was not admitted to farm them, unleis he gave 
good and fufficient fecurity for payment ; and 
all the eftates and tfk&s of fuch as owed any 
thing to the Imperial Exchequer on accounc 
of their farms, were bound to make it good "« 
Nobody was compelled to take thefe farms "" : 
but if the farmers who had made great pro* 
fits by their leafes were for quitting them after 
their term was expired, and there offered no 
new tenants that would give as much, the old 
ones were obliged to continue their farm upon 
the fame rent and foot as before "^ : and this 
regulation was very juft and reafonable. Far- 
mers that were behindhand in their accountSy 
were not admitted to take a new leafe of their 

^ L> \. C. De oonunerciis. 
« L. 6. Cad, 

* L. 4. C. L 4. De LinguS Latint. CMJaaus cap. 14. 
Dcpncfcript. L. 3. S 6./: De jure Mqi. Ptmbts^ L, 9. 
ff. De Publicanis. L u/t. Cad. 

^ Ad conducendum veftigal nemo compellimr, 8c idco 
impleto tempore condudlionis elocanda Ainc. D. £. $. i. 
Ca/Ii/h' L 3. f 6. #: De jure fifci. 

* Qui maximos (niGtus ex redemptione ve^ligaliam ood. 
iequuntur. ii poftea tanto locari non poflunt, ipfi ea prioL 
libus peafionjbus fufcipere compelluncur. L. 1 1 . {. tJi.jfi 
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ferm, if they had nbt firft cleared their ac4 
counts, and difcharged tte arrears of their 
former «. 1 

It was prorided by law, that no perfens 
indebted to die Exchequer of the Prince or 
Staee, (hould be admitted to take the farms, 
mlefs they provided fubftantial fureties for 
paying as well what they bwed ut)on their old 
kuc^. as what was to be^me due lipon tht 
new r, * . \ • f ■ • '"'^ 

If theferihcrs did not make the payments 
ftipulated by the articles of their leafe,. them 
inas a remedy againft thcni bycviiaing them 
bat' of pofibilioh,: vacating their farm, and 
forcing them i to pay intereft from the day that 
dicy. came to be in arrears *. If there were 
fcveral aflbciates concerned in thefe .ferms, each 
lia:Ting.his d^ind fhare in\tbe management 
thereof, they might upon qccaflon' force one 
erf* their company to part with his fhare ill 
the admmiftratbn^. 

All mercantik; ^oods and •commodities, as 
well fuch as were liable to pay duty, as thofe 
that were free and paid none, were equally 
fubjedl to the regulation which required that 

' Reliquatores veAigalium ad iterandam condudlionem, 
anteqaam fuperiori condudlioni facis&clanCy admittendi noa 
funt. L. 9. }. 2f. 

f Debitores fifci itctnque Rcipublicae vcdligalia condu; 
cere prohibentur, ne ex alia caula eorum dcbita onerentur, 
niii, forte tales Edejuirores obculerint, qui debitis eorom fa- 
tisfecere paratl fmt. Jbul. 

'^Non folutis vef^galioiTL penrioDibuf pellcrc cenduAo* 
Tcs^ nccdum ctiam tempore condudionis complcto, vcl ab 
bis afaras ex mor^ exigere pcrmittitur. Hirmogem, L. i • j^ 

G 2 they 
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they fhould all be declared at the Cuftocn- 
faoufe or the Receivers offices : and in deleft 
thereof they were confifcated, and might be 
feized even in the hands of the heirs of thofe 
that had run them, who were obliged to make 
good the damage, and liable to the penalties 
of their predeceflbrs fraud ^ But if any body 
out of miftake had not paid the dutf, the 
farmers in fuch cafe were to take up with dou* 
ble the fum due ^ 

. Several things were exempted fix)m theic 
duties. 

!• All the merchandife and goods that were 
defigned for the Emperor's houfhold ^ ; tho* 
merchants and tradefmen that bought them 
either from the officers of the revenue or from 
the farmers, were fubjcdt to them *. 

2. Every thing that was bought for a man^ 
own ufe, or for ploughing the ground^ % in* 
fi)much that nothing was paid for the flavcs 
which people bought for their own fervioe s. 

3. AU pfovifions for fupplying the army 
in war, and the ftufli defigned lor their cloath- 



^ Prandati vtsAigalis crimen ad hKi«detn cfot qai'fraa- 
dem concrazit, commifli rations tranfmittittir: pafim. 

*^/' 26. ».#•/. 

* Fifcus ab omnium ve^galtom prrflationibus imynmiif 
<fto. D. L 9. }. 8. 

• D. L. I. 

^ Univerii Provinciales pio hit itbcu quas ad ofttm pio- 
prium, Tel exercendi runs caofa^ hivehmtt, nallam vt^li* 
gal I fiatioiiariis etigator. £. 5. Cm^. De veaigalibos. Ctm- 

< £• ao}.^ Dc verb, iigmficat. 
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ing I". Excepting thefe three cafes, every thing 

paid I. 

If a farmer had n^lcfted to levy the duties 

upon any merchandife, commodities, or pro- 

vifions, his fucceflbr in the farm might exaft 

them ; but this was not allowed him, in cafe 

the things did not ordinarily pay duty ^. 
\ The Governors of Provinces were not au- 

i thorized or allowed, without an exprefs order 

from the Emperor, to lay any new impoft§, 
\ or to new modify or alter old ones, either by 

augmenting or leflening them . 
i C)ntraband goods paid nothing, becaufe the 

carrying and tranfportmg them to foreign coun- 
ll tries was forbidden on pain of death. Such 
I were whetflones, iron, corn, and fait ". It 
I was alio forbidden to c^rry gold thither out 
I of the Empire. The Emperors Gratian and 

Valentinian recommend and even enjoin their 
I fubje&s to carry oflF dexteroufly the gold they 
I met with in foreign countries , To the com- 
I 

I ^ Rci ezercituj parataa ve^galiam oneri (ubjici non pla- 

cait. Jm/. PauUs. Dig, L. 9* V 7> De Publicanu. 
' ' Ea vero quse extra praeat^ caufas, vel negotiation!) 

caa(a portancur, folics peniiucioni fubjugamus. L 5. C. 
]>e ve^^igaJibus. 

^ JBacum rerum veAigal quarum nunquam praefiitam eft, 
^pneftari non poteft, quod (i praeftari conruetum indiligentia 
publicani omiferat, alius exercerc non prohibetur. Dig. 
I 9. i t;. 

' Vedigalia fine Imperatoris pnecepto, ncque Prefidi, 
ncQue Curatori conftituere» neque prxccdentia rerormare^ 
& hia vel adjicere vel diminuere licet. L. \o.ff. De Pub- 
licanu. 

^ Cotem firiTO fubigcndo neceilariam hoftibus qaoqu« 
venundariy at feirum, frumentum* & Tales, non fine pe^ 
ricalo capitis licet. L, \i,ff> 

* L. 2. C De commerciis. . L. 2. C Quas ret venire 
non pofliint. 

G 3 niodities 
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tnodities here mentioned may be added the 
filks, which it was forbidden to buy of the 
Barbarous nations, wines, oil, and feafifti, the 
export of which into foreign countries was ex- 
jprefsly prohibited % The Emperor Marcua 
declares fuch as fhould carry them arms to ht 
guilty of high treafon, and punifhabk accor* 
dingly. The Emperor Leo pronounces the 
lentence of death againft all that Ihould buy 
Eunuchs among the Barbarians; and IbrUis 
the farmers of the Cuftoms on goods exported 
and imported to receive the dudes for theni» 
under pain of the fame puniihment ^. 

There were parties of men placed and dii^ 
pofed upon the high-roads and the lea-coaffa, 
to hinder the entry and tranfportation of con- 
traband goods '^. It was likewife forbidden fo 
fell fliips to foreigners, and even to inftra& 
them how to build them, on pain of fu&ring 
the penalties of high treafon, 
. The duties which we have been fpeaking of, 
were called by different names, Thofe which 
were laid upon goods exported or imported 
were fliled Portoria, becaufe they were ufuaUy 
collefted at the fea-ports. The duties of en- 
try, which were paid at the great paflages, 
were called Portaria^ becaufe they were re- 
ceived at the gates of towns, as Juftus Lipfius 
hath obfcrved in his Treatife of the Grandeur 
of the Roman Empire ; and the general name 
of all thefc duties was VeSttgal^ VeStigdlia. 

^ Ad Barbaricum transferendi vini, olei Be liauammii 
nullam quifquam habear ^culcatem, nee guflfts quiaem cau- 
sa, auc ufus commerciorum. L. i. Cod. Quse rci expoita- 
i\ non poiTunt 

<" I 2 C. De Bunuchis 

^ L. umc, Dc licconiiD $c itineruxn cuftodia. 

The 
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The perlbns that farmed them were called 
Pubhcans \ Gratian, Valentinian, and Theo- 
dofius call them OiiavariSf b^^caufe they re- 
ceived the eighth jpenny of the value of certain 
commodities and torts of merchandife ^ They 
paiied alfo under the denomination of Manci^ 
pes^ Condkfforesj Redemptares VeSiigalium. 

Thefe farmers were generally cf the order 
of the Roman Knights, and the Sower of the 
Commonwealth'. Titus Aufidius and Pub- 
lius Rutiiitts raifed themfelves from the farms, 
the latter to the dignity of Conful, and the 
other to the Government of a Province. 

Their Clerks and under officers however 
rendered themfelves exceeding odious, by ex- 
afting the duties with abundance of rigour, 
by taking frequendy mare than was due, and 
by confifcating fometimes things that were 
not liable to feizure or forfeiture. It was with 
the view of reprelfing their extortion and gree- 
dinefs, that the Praetor made an Ordinance 
coDdemning them to make reftitudon of dou- 
ble the value of what they had received irre- 
gularly and unjuftly, if the party injured com- 
plained and demanded back his money with- 
in the year, and to the rellitution of the bare 
duty or fum received, if the complaint was 
not lodged till after the year was expired ". 

The complaints made of their infolence were 
& very great and general, that Nero in that 
happy time of clemency with which he began 

' Pablicani dicuntar qui publica ve^igalia habent con* 
dada. L. 12. f ult, f De Pablicank 
' L. %.ff. Dc Vcftigulibus. 
• Cicertt^ Oral, fro Pomfeio H fro f lonely 
■ Dig De Pttblicanis. 

G4 his 
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his reigp, and wUch feeaied to prdagp fo fine 
and glorious a futnricyt propoibd to the Senate 
to fupprds all the Cuffom-houfes and dudes 
upon goods either exported or imported* But 
the Senatxm pot a &>p to his znl, bjr repre- 
fendng to him that the State could not fi^fift 
widiout a conftsnt revenue \ They thoi^ht 
it therefixre fuffident at that time, to order that 
the leafes and dues of the farmen of the pubK 
lie revenue, which had always before been kept 
very feoet, ihould be publiihed and pofted 
u{> in puUic places, to that all the world 
might know what they were to pay ; that af- 
ter the expiration of a year the farmers fhould 
not be allowed to demand what they had n^- 
leAed to take \ that the Praetor at Rome, and 
the Governors in the Provinces (hould take 
cognizance of their mildemeanors, punifh the 
guilty, and do juftice to the fufferers ; and 
that the privileges and exemptions granted to 
the troops ihould be religioufly obfenred« 
They fupprefled alfo the fortieth and the fif* 
tieth penny. 

If a fliip laden with merchandife was forced 
by a ftorm to put into fome port and unlade 
there, the goods were not fut^ed to confiica- 
tion, thougn they had not been declared at the 
Cuftom-houfes ''. 

If a merchant had made his declaradon at 
. the office, and by confent of the receiver or 

* Eodem uino atbrit popoli flagiutkmibos PuUicno- 
nun ifnino4efti4m arguentu» dubicarit Nero, an cunAa ve4 
Ai^ia omitti mberet, idqve pnlcherrimum donum mor^ 
taliutn gcneri oaiet: iied Impecuin ejus rectnoere Senatore^ 
"^ dJflbltttioneiii Impoii diccnoo fecuturam* fi fru^tus auibut 
^efpuhlica MiBCfetttr, dimiBaerentor. TtK AmmLu it* 

"• Ll^S- 8gf- D^ Publicanit. 

^ ofliccr 
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officer attending there, had not paid the duty 
for his gMds, they were not Ittble to confif- 
cation or feizure ; provided however that the 
cfFeAs of the farmers and their fureties were 
able to fatisfy the Exchequer and make good 
the damage '. 

If any body paid the £irmers by miftaloB^ 
cither more than was due, or for commodi- 
ties and merchandife that ought not to pay any 
duty, they had a right to demand and recover 
what had been paid unduly r. 

To (hew that thefe duties produced an im- 
menfe revenue i Cicero accuteth Verres of ha- 
ving made the fiutners of the port of Syracufe 
(who took only the twentieth, or five ter Cent. 
on merchandifes) lofe in fome montns fifteen 
thouland livres : and an oki Itinerary puUiihed 
by Arias Montanus fays, that the markets and 
port of Conftantinople brought in twenty thou- 
land crowns a day, which comes to one and 
twenty millions nine hundred thoufimd livres a 
year. 

It muft be obferved, that thefe duties were 
not uniform and alike in all places, nor with 
regard to all commodities and fpedes of ttier* 
cl^ndife -, for by a law of the Qxle it is faid 
to be twelve and a half fir Ci9t. ; whereas 
Cicero fpeaks only of the twentieth part, or 
five per Cent, * % and Quintilian, who is fol- 
lowed therein by Symmachus, reprefenti it as 
but two and a half per Cent. 

« D^. L i 11. 

1^ ftqiiid indeblmin per emitm Iblvciitii PteVIioum te- 
cfj^rit, vetro cam leftitiicrt DM Scvonu tt AntcmfauM re* 
((cnpfenrnt. Dig. L 26. §• «^- 

^^ CHAP 
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CHAP. X. 

Of Jeveral other Duties or Impojis. 

AUgoftus Casiar ezaded the twentiedi part 
0? all fuccd&ons^ legacies, trufts and 
donations on account of death; unlefi the 
heirs/ donees, and legatees were extremely 
poor, or very near relations of the deoeaied. 
He pretended to have found a Memoir about 
this impoft among the papers of Julius Cse&r 
his adoptive father : but it was ib very difa- 
greeable to the people, that fearing it might 
excite a fedition, he wrote to the Senate to 
look out for iomt other expedient for raifing 
the fund that was wanted, lince the twentieth 
gave them (o much difcontent % In fine, fee- 
ing that the Senate came to no refolution upon 
the fubjed, he laid an impoft upon all eflates 
and houfes ; which obliged the people to fub- 
mit to the impofition and payment of the 
twentieth **. 

This revenue mufl certainly have been im- 
menle, fince all the Romans made teflaments. 

The fame Emperor exafted likewife the 
twentieth of the price of all flaves that were 
ibid «« Nero, under pretence of abrogatii^ 
this impoft, did nothing but confirm it, only 
eafing the purchafer at the expence of the 
feller : for whereas it was the buyer that paid 



^ Xipbilimu in Awg^B^ 
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the twentieth before, he ordered that for the 
future it Ihould be the feller \ 

Now as the greateft part of the eftates of 
the Romans, and their diief traffick conlifted 
in flaves, this duty could not fail of bringing 
in a prodigious &m. Tacitus relates, that 
Pedianus had above four hundred flaves \ Pli- 
ny mentions fome private men that kept a 
much greater number of them. A gramma- 
rian named Daphnis was fold, according to 
this author, for above fev^enty five thouland 
livres : and Calvius Sabinus, as Seneca relates, 
coft his mafter five and twenty thouiand li- ^ 
vres^ True it is indeed, that Dion Caffius 
doth not agree with Tacitus with regard to 
the quota or rate of this lail impoft ; for he 
lays, that it was only two p^ Cent, and was 
defigned and appropriated for the pay of the 
Prsecorian troops. 

Auguftus laid alio another impoft of one 
per Cent, upon all eftates real and perlbnal, all 
provifions, commodities and merdiandife duit 
were fold either wholefale or by retale. The 
people petitioned Tiberius to eaie them of this 
tax, but he refiifed to do fo <• This fiind, ac« 
cording to Tacitus, was appointed for the pay- 
ment of the army. 

' Vedigil quintae fc vigefimae venaEnoi xnaacipioraa 
remifliim ijMcie msigis quam re» quia com creditor penckxc 
cogerecur, in prediim cmptoribiu acotlixbat. Tmt. 

• Jbmal. 1. 14. 

f JxmL 1. I. 
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CHAP. XI. 

Of the Money which the Romans drew from 
their Enemies and from fTar. 

WH £ N the Romans had fubdued na* 
tioas, they were not always iatisfied 
widi carrying off their money ana treafurcs, 
but fometimes fold the people themfelves. 
This cuftom is very often mentioned by Uvj 
in his Hiftory * : the money that accrued from 
thence was oiled Captroe Money ^ CapiivA Pc^ 
€uma. 

Such as had merited the fmaller kind of 
Triumph, called Ovatm^ paid for that ho* 
nour a duty which Livy calls Jrgentum B^a* 
4um^ in alluGon to the form of this triumph, 
in which the conqueror was carried in a raa- 
riot drawn only by two horfes abreaft ^ But 
we may form fome judgment of the riches 
which their conqueik brought in to the Ro* 
mans, by the quantity of triumphal gold which 
appeared at Rome upon thofe occafions \ that 
is to iay, by the quantity of gold and filyer 
which the conquerors nude a parade of in the 
ponfip of their triumphs ; for they never en- 
tered the city in triumph, but they made a 
fliew of the ipoils and money taken from the 
enemy '. Now from the time of Romulus to 
the deadi of Auguihis Caefar, I find that there 

• 77/. Lfv. 1. 10.0. 46. 

* L 5. // 

< f #^. Tit* Uv. Hkigf: IMwrm. Afpimi. 

were 
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were about three hundred and twelve ^- 
umphs, 

Diooyfius of Halicamafllis relates, that Tar- 
quin the. Proud triumphed over the Sabines, 
an<i that he brought from the war to the value 
of fourteeen hundred thoufand livres of bpoty ; 
befides his having diftributed fixteen hundred 
ounces of filver to each foldier \ 

Papirius Qirfor, who vanquifhed the Sam- 
nites, brought back from his viftory and car- 
ried in his triumph at Rome, three hundred 
fizty-fix thouiand fix hundred livres, which 
were put into the Exchequer, nothing being 
given among the foldiers % 

The triumph of Curius and Fabricius was 
fet oflf likewife with a very rich booty ^ 

In that of Scipio Africanus, after the con- 
queft of Spain, there was, as Livy relates, a 
million fbixr hundred thirty-four thoufand two 
hundred livres f . 

The fame Scipio, after the defeat of Anni- 
bal, had in his triumph thirteen millions three 
hondred thoufand livres: and Appian, who 
takes a delight in delcribing this triumph, af- 
fures us, that there was a prodigious quantity 
of gold and filver, part in bullion, and part 
coined : but he doth not fpeciiy the fum \ 

The lame Appian fays, that Scipio Nafica^ 
after he had taken and deftroyed Carthage, 
brought from thence and difplayed in his tri- 

* 1. 4. f . 7. 

• Kf. Liv. 1. 10. 
' Id H.c. i^ 

« Id. Iz9. . • 

^ // L 3a jfyftOM, LytU. c. 6. 
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timph 2 confiderable quantity of gold and Sk<^ 

vcr >. 

Pliny the Hiftorian tdates, that the fiune 
Scipio, after the reducing of NumaAtk^ gave 
twenty thoufand and eighty livies to every fol- 
^dicr\ 

The triumph of Pauhis iEmiUos, deibifbed 
by Paterculus, fupplied the Treafury ^ith fir 
and thhty millions. * Though PMny and Livy 
do not agree as to this fum ', yet Pliny aflurca 
us, there was fo great a quantity of filver, that 
the People of Rom^ left off from thw time 
to pay the Taillc or fubfidy upon land ■ : and 
Suidas relates, that there were found thirty 
millions of livres in tSie tteafuts of King Per- 
feus. • . 

The fame Pliny writes Hkewife, that^ Sylla 
(after htf had granted peace to Mithticbteiij 
brought out or Afia two hundred and thirty 
thoufand marks of filver, and thirty thoufand 
marks of gold ". 

Paterculus, fpeaking of Pompey*s triumph 
after his Afiatic conqiiefls, fays, that thei^ was 
d, greater quantity of gokJ and filver fbewed 
in it, , than had been feen in any fbrmer tri- 
umph, bxcept that of Paulus ^milius'*: and 
Plutarch pretends that there was a gr^ deal 
more than in this laft« Appian writes^ that 

« /*// c, uk. 

^ Hift, 1. 33. C. II. 

' £. 1 1, r. 3* 

^ A quo tempore populus Romamii tributom p^deif 

" ^- 33- 4!f'««- MUhriJ. c. 7. 

* Magnificentiffimum de tot Regibos per bidaom ^*t 
t/mmphum, longeque majorem omni ante fe, illatai peca* 
Ail, pneterquam a Paulo cz manublis intulit. 

Pompey 
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Fompey brought ten times feventy thoufand 
five hundred and ten talents of filvcr ; which 
amounts to an immenfe fum. The ikme hi- 
ftorian relates, that Julius Caslar carried in his 
triumph fixty-five thoufand talents ^. 

Bendes this triumpfhal gold, the Romans 
took likewife all the gold and (ilver they could 
from their enenues. Apoian affirms, that Pau- 
lus ^milius made all the gold and lilver be 
thrown into an heap, which he had t^ken c^ 
the ^ils of feventy towns and cities that he 
had reduced and ruined % 

Sylla condemned and forced Mithridates to 
pay the charges of the war. Scipio Afiaticua 
obliged Antiochus to pay down five hundred 
talent3 in ready money \ two thoufand five 
hundred afier the treaty was ratified by the Se- 
nate \ and nine thoufand five hundred in twelve 
years \ 

Scipio Africanus made the Carthaginians re- 
flore to the Romans all that they had taken 
from them, or the value in. money for things 
that were no longer in being: and obliged 
them befides to pay two hundred Euboeaa ta- 
lents ji year for the Ipace of fifty years ^, There 
are an infinite number of other the likecxam* 
pies, which it would be too long to enume- 
rate. 

> Mitbridatic. C. 1 6. Di Be/I. Civil. 1. 2. C. I5. 

< I/fyric. c. I . 

' Jf^. Mitbrid. c, 6. Id. Sjriac. C. 4. 

' Im Ljii€/C. 6* 
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CHAP. xn. 

Oftbe Mmey which the Romans drewfhm 
their jiUies. 

Of the Coronary Gold^ or the Golden Crowns. 

WH £ N the Romans had gained any 
fignal vifkory over their enemies, didr 
Allies were ufed to fend them prefents of 
Crowns of mafly gold. Livy relates, that 
upon the Romans having vanquifhed the Sam- 
nites, the Carthaginians fent ambafladors to 
congratulate them on the occaiion, and piefent 
them with a golden crown that weighoi five 
and twenty pounds s 

After Cneius Manlius had routed and fub- 
dued the Galatians, feveral Kings and variout 
People fent him crowns of gold, each in pro* 
portion to their riches ; and he received no 
fewer than two hundred ^ 

Quintus Flaminus, upon his viAory over 
Philip of Macedon and reftoring liberty to the 
cities of Greece, was prefented with two hun- 
dred and fourteen \ 

Julius Caefar received likewife on difierent 
occafions eighteen hundred twenty two golden 
crowns, which weighed twenty thoufand four 
hundred and fourteen pounds ^ 

» Lib, 7. 

* Tit. Liv. I 38, to. 
< Idem, I 34. 

* Jfpian, Bill, dtnl L z. c. 15. 
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After the Emperor Claudius had reduced a 
confiderahle part of Great Britain under his 
fubjedion, the nations of Spaui and Gaul pre- 
fenced him with golden crowns of a very great 
value, Juftus Liplius^ who corredb this paf- 
fage, ihews in endeavouring to rectify the text 
and reftore the true reading of the hiftorian^ 
that the crown which was given by the hither 
Spain weighed feven hundred pounds, and the 
c^hernine hundred. 

Tliefe crowns of gold, according to the 
opinion of Feftus, fucceeded to thofe of lau- 
rel, which were ufed before \ 

Cicero urgeth it by way of reproach to Pi- 
lb, that he had demanded and exaAed fome 
of tbeie crowns irregularly and unjuftly; and 
that it was not allowed fbr Generals of the ar- 
my fo much as to accept of them till the ex- 
piration of . their command, in order to ferve 
for a grace and ornament of their triumph. 
Dion Caflius relates that feveral Generals, who 
had no juft pretcnfions in point of merit, did 
yet prevail with Mark Anthony and Auguftus 
to grant them the honour of a triumph, in 
order to get preients of crowns of gold under 
that pretext ^ 

Thefc crowns, or this coronary gold, which 
in the beginning was perfectly free and vo- 
luntary, came after it had gained the credi( 
and authority of cuftom on its fide, to dege-* 
neratc into an impoft and tribute. 

* Triomphales Coionae font quae Impentori vi{bri>aa* 
tttt pnefeninrur, que prifcis temporibus propter pauperta- 
tcm laurese fuerunc. 

'I. 49. 

H Auguftut 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



98 Of ri&^ Revenue 8 

Aiiguftus C^ar, as t)Hm id^tes, galhed' the 
heart of the ItkHam by ekctrfing them firt>ni 
the charge of the gold whfch thiy were ufcd 
to fiimifli for thefe triumphal crdnm : and 
Spartian obfcrves, that the fittiperoc Adrian 
was much eommended for havitig dHcbarged 
Italy Entirely from the Ikme Contribution, knd 
leffened the burden and c^penee' Sitendihg it 
vciy much in the Prormces of the Etilpfiie. 

Julius Capitolinus relatq, that ^e Empefor 
Antoniims Phis rdtoted to die 0#hi airid cities 
of Italy, all the coitinary gold Si^idi Aey 
had prefentcd hixn'by way of cotn^iment on 
his adoption, and fent back aKb naif of the 
fame gold to the Provinces. 

We read In' Atihniinus Mai'cidfihus, that 
the town and country of Tripc^li' fint ftabes 
of gold to the Eitiperor Vatentiman. Saidn^ olv 
ferve6, that the Rhodians bad no IdbGAf 
Charged on their iands, and paid Ao IViHt, 
becaufe they Were an independent and ftr^eirti^ 
pedffle: but they h^d a cuftom of fending 
every year a crown of gold by Way of pne- 
fent to the Homans, confidering tfaem as their 
allies. 

Procopius in his Hiftory gives us an ac- 
count, that Theodatus King of the Goths en* 
gaged himfelf to fend the Emperor Juftinian 
every year a crown of gold that weighed dnte 
hundred pounds \ 

Appian relates, that at Sylla's funeral, his 
friends carried above two thoufand golden 
crowns, which he had been prefented withi>y 
die towns and legions which had been under 
his government and command. 

^DiMkGcihi^, Li. 

Air 
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An ancient Infcription informs us, that Au- 
guftus Gefar had received above a thoufand 
of thefc crowns, and that they weighed five 
and thirty thoufand pounds f which amounts 
acJodt to t^e ya|ue of three millions fiv6 hun« 
dred thpM^nd pounds. 

The Magiftrates of cities and towns ufed 
topffetih^m to.tbe Emperors by way of ma-* 
k^g thcfr.cpuii, generally enibracing the oc- 
cafioh ofipfnit: pub|it TeJ9icing &r that pur^ 
j^c^. ' ' ' 

;The.]^ings f nd^ .Brinjces that were under the 
prbtc^l^pn of 4^e ^man : Empire, adopted 
tiu; j&.fxi^ piai^iM, apd had the like view in 

Au^ G^UL^ t2^W notice,, thax aowns of 
gpid ufcd txf bt icM to. the Exnpcr9r^ , ,in of dcr 
lco|fet\9flf",aiid^^a^ triumphs \ The 

Jews^ ^QCprdii^ to the iame author, were not 
epcdmpt from this kind of tribute. .At laft the 
Emperprs Grati^n, Valentinian, apd Theodo- 
fius made an Ordinance that this coronary gold 
fhpuki not be exa£bed ftom any pylons or 
opQipuiuties, bu; Ibch as were acoiftome^ to 
pay it '. 

fc L. 4, M. n€od. 

' L uit. C. tod 

k i. 15 ^ 6. WI. 17. f. 6. 
V .* Ad coUarbnciii Aiui Cotonaiii placuit acimneio ablquf 
canfue^udme tSk cpgeadufii. L. mmSc C De Auxb Cot^ 
furio. 
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CHAP. xiir. 

Of the Prefents or Free Gifts which nvere 
voluntarily made to the Emperor. 

THE Senators of Rome, and even the 
People, ufed to prcfent the Emperor 
with gold by way of new-year's-gifts. This 
was done (as it is likewife at this time) on the 
firft day of January ; and the Emperor on his 
fide did not fail to return the compliment, 
and exert his liberality iii the like prefents. 
Dion Cafllus relates, that when Auguftus Cae- 
far^s palace was burnt, fcvcral private perlbns 
offered him large fums towards the czpencc 
of rebuilding it -, but he refufed them, and 
contented himfelf with taking a crown of gold 
(worth about five drachms) from every corpo- 
ration or community, and a drachm an head 
from every private perfon \ 

The Princes and People that were in alii- 
ance with the Romans fent alfo money, troops, 
horfes, ammunition, and provifions, on occa- 
fions that offered. Examples of this kind oc- 
cur frequently in the Roman hiftory. 

Thefe voluntary contributions were made 
chiefly when the State was under any difficulty 
or dilb-cfs. When the Romans began to give 
pay to their troops, which happened at the 
fiegc of Veii about three hundred fifty-two 
years after the foundation of Rome, there was 
a noble emulation between the People, the 

• i. 14. 

Knightt, 
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Knights, and the Senators, who fhould con- 
tribute moft to the payment of the troops ^ 

During the fame fiege of Veil, the Knights 

obliged themfelves to keep every one of them 

a horfe at their own expence : and the People 

made the like offers to vye with the Knights ^ 

I After the Gauls had laid Rome in afhes, all 

the Roman people contributed towards the re- 

f building of the city : and the work was car- 

i ried on with fo much ardor and diligence, that 

( it was entirely re-edified within a year ; and 

I there appeared in the buildings a much greater 

I regularity, beauty and magnificence, than had 

I been feen before ^ 

After the battle of Cannae, which had re- 
I duced the State to the brink of ruin, all the 
; citizens of Rome offered, and ftrove with one 
( another which Ihould firft carry all the money 
( and plate they had to the Exchequer. The 
I ^very Ladies facrificed to the public good all 
i their jewels and ornaments } fo that the ordi- 
t nary receivers were not enough to enter in the 
r^ifters the names of fuch as came to oflfer 
! and bring their money to the Treafury '. 

This admirable zeal for the public fervice, 
this cordial fympathy with the State, and har- 
mony among one another, that reigned in the 
whole body of the people, is the ground and 
reafon why Afinius Pollio faid in Tacitus, that 
the money of private perlbns was a real re- 
fource for the State \ 

^ 77/. Ii<v. L 4. B. 59. 
« T. Uv, 1. 5. 

' Id 1. ;• n. 5$. CsTl. 6. n* 4. 
• Jim. 

' Aliam apad Scipionet, aliam apod Fabricioi peconiam ; 
fed cunAa act Rempublicam referri. AmmL L a. 

H 3 Tacitus 
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l*adtus relates, that Gaul, $pain ^/dA tody 
vyed with one another in offering tp iupply 
Germanicus with arms, lyxfes, and maitey, 
in order to recruit his army \ and that he at- 
cepted the arms and horfes, but declined ta- 
king the money ^ 

We may rank likewife among d^e Free 
Gi^s, the money that came in to the Imperial 
jcoffers from fuch as left the Emperors their 
heirs, either in whole or in part. Nero al- 
tered the nature of thcfe bequefts, and of mere 
voluntary legacies, as they were originally, 
fconverced them into downright impofts and 
real tributes ; ordering the eftates and eflfe&s 
of all ^hat made a teftament without leaving 
the Prince their heir for fome (hare in their 
fortunes, to be confifcated \ 

Auguftus Ca^r, when any thing was left 
hjnfi by will, gave it at firft to the neateft re- 
lations of the ' deceafed : afterwards however, 
during the l^d .twenty years of his life, he 
ilrpw V|5ry confiderable fums from the tefta-* 
^nts that were made by particular perfons in 
his favour '• But good Princes gj^nerally de« 
clin^d nuking ufe of this way tf> enfich them- 
fclv«s. 

To this muft he added the liberalities of fb« 
reign Princes, pf w|iich there are ibme esctra- 
ordinary inftances s fuch ^s of Att^I^ Kii^ of 
Pergamus, who left th« Rom^n Pcopk bis 

s Certavere Gallix, Hifpanlae, Italia, quod cuiqae 
promptum' erat, arma, equos offen]ites;-quoiiuB landaco 
Hadio, Germanicu3, armia modo it equis id beUum iiiia- 
pcisy propria pecunia militem javit. J^JiW. i 3. 

^ Suetonius in Nerone. 
^ '} Qiiat^pr deMd nilljcs ex teAamcnoi anuoofoin perce- 
pit. Suiimius im JigMjh, c. 16. 

, heir. 
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bfV. The fame thing wnsdoae by others^ 
tf^ hy nochii^ of Mwqiila King of Numi* 
i}i4» whp pvt.hifi chilc^rm under tne protedion 
of cheScacc, with an entjr? and ablo)ute de- 
penoancc on the pleafure of the Roinans ^. 



CHAP. XIV. 

Offiveral extraordinary Impojis. 

AUguftus Caefar exaftcd th^ eighth penny, 
or twelve and a fcjf fer Cent, of all 
the cfiedb and eftatc^ of perfons that were 
qnfrancblied '. 

The flmperor Flavius Vefpafian laid an im« 
poft upon urine \ His fon Titu$ not telifh- 
ipg tbj& kind gf tasc, he held one day a ^iece 
of the ^ney that was the produce thereof 
to his nofe, ^d aflccd hin) if it had any ill 

Scrvius Tullius laid three forts of duties up- 
on the people of (lome. The ^rft was a piece 
cither of gold or filver, of diflfcrent value, ac- 
cording to the diverdty of their condition and 
cirq4p:}ftances, which they were to pay for eve- 
ry new-bom child ^ and thi9 was put into the 

^ Jbpiamp Jit. Uwus, 



^ ApiaMp Jit. U*viMS, 

» Ifhfi Caff, L 4S. 

^ SttitMtttu in VeJpafi^aiOf c. 23. 



^ Juvemd aUudu to tbi anttriu tmdibt qn^/KM ff Vff 
fafian in ibefi <verfis: 

■ . ■ ■ Lttcri bcmuf eft odor ex re 
QnaUbet, ilk t«o fententia femoer in ore 
\aknaxp Dm atqiie ipfo Jove oigna, Poetse. 

S^t' I c 

H4 
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Trcafuryof Juno licinia. The fecond w4i 
a piece of money which every citizen, when 
he came to the age of manhood and put on 
the habit, paid and carried to the Treafury of 
Venas. The third was a little piece, which, 
was paid for fuch as died, and was put into 
che treafury of the Godded Ubitina ^ 

There was alfo a certain duty that was le- 
vied as well in gold as filrer, called Cbryfar^ 
girum. It was impofed upon b^gars, upon 
harlots, their afliftants and iervants, upon per- 
fons enfranchifed, upon cattle, horfes, dqg^, 
and other beafts of fervice, as oxen, mules and 
afles, A man and a woman paid a crown a 
head ; they paid as much for a horfe, an ox, 
or a mule, and about a quarter part for an als 
and a dog. This duty was exadled alfo for 
urine, dung and ordure *, fo that the farmer or 
manager of this odd fort of impoft might iay 
almoft literally, Aurum in fiercore quarp % 

Conftantine Manafles agrees with Gedrenus 
as to the nature of this tax ; but he adds, that 
it was aboliflied by the Emperor Anaftaiius ^ 
Sozomen in the third Book of his Ecdefiafti- 
cal Hiftory makes Conftantine the Great to 
be the author of this impoft. Evagrius docs 
not agree with him in that particular, but he 
affirms that there was as much follicitation ufed 
and intereft made for the farm of this nafty 
and infamous kind of excifc, as for the coqi* 

* Dion^ Halicmrnaffl c. 4. 

• Caffiod. Var, 

' Chiyrargiram foftulit Anaftaiius Imperatory qaod erat 
ut omnes viri, fbtmin^, paeri* fern, liberie nammmn ar- 
genteom, ndmtne ilcrcoiii h unite, fifco daic&t, item 
jnuli, eqai, bo7ef« 

mand 
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tnand of an army , or for an office of judica- 
ture ^ 

There was another impoft laid upon ufurers, 
upon curtefans and their agents^ pimps and 
procurers of young people of either fex^ and 
others concerned in die like infamous kinds of 
traffick. Thb was levied every four yeais» 
and was called Aurum kftraU ^. 

Caligula laid excifes upon all provifions and 
eatables in general, that were fold either by 
wholefale or retale at Rome \ He did not 
forget lewd women, and condemned them to 
pay every day as much as they received at a 
time. 

He laid likewife upon the ftreet-jporters a 
tax that was exceffively hard and iniupporta- . 
ble : it was the eighth penny of all that they 
got by the day. In fine, he went fo &r as ' 
to lay an impoft even upon marriages. 

He exafted the fortieth jpart of the value of 
all eftates the tide whereot was litigated, and 
of all effe£b and fums of money that were 
fued for at law : and there were penalties de- 
nounced againft fuch as fhould be convided 
of making an accommodation with their ad- 
verlaries, or of giving up any of their rights 
or pretenfions ''• 

f Hoc manus colligendi ambibant non aliter qu3im mi- 
liorem aTiqQam Praefednruiiv ant civikm Magifinnun. 

^ Ct^aciut^ Tti, 59. L. 12. CW. 

' Pro eduUis qaas tota urbe venirent, certom ftatmnqne 
czigebatar. Smtmui in Caligula^ c. 40. 

^ Pro litibns atqae jodidis ubicumqne conceptis ^Hadn,^ 
gefima fummae de qua litigabatar, engebamrj nee fine 
poniSy fiqujs •ompoioiiTc vd donaile ncgodum convinc*- 
ntXLV, Aid. 

See 
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See n^nr another artifice and cfibfl: of die 
malice of this monfter of cruelty. He would 
ncc fuflfer hia EdiAs to. be poOad up in the 
public places and ftrects^ that by reafim of peo^ 
i^H igporanoe of their oontoots, there in^^ 
be the more violations of them^ and confe* 

rndy more oonfifotfions to his profit. WhcR 
people made a great damoiir on this ao 
comity and prefied him to publifti them, he 
Quifed them indeed to> be engnaved, but it vas 
m charaAets fo very fiaallt that it was not 
poffiUe to read them '. 

. When Aqguftus Caofiur was dedaied Gene«- 
ral of the forces of the Commonwealth againft 
Mark Arnkxiy, the Senate of Rome^ as Xi* 
philimis rdates^ pafliMl an Qcdinaiioe that ail 
the world Ihould ^ontribuee the twenticA part 
of their eibvtes towatda the charges of the war ; 
and that the Senators over and above this tax 
flmikl pay four Mi (about die vahie of five 
pence) for every chinuKy of die houfts which 
they other owned or roMed, as vaell within as 
without the city. Dion Cafiius in his account 
of this tax riies nouch higher than Xiphilinus, 
and fays that they paid five penoe far every 
tile upon the houfes wh|(h they had pther in 
the town or country. 

It happened fomedmes that private perfbns 
procured grants from the Prince giving them 
the fole privilegt of felling a pardcuUr fort of 
merchandife or provifions : and for this ezclu- 
five privil^c thcy paid % 6np which was called 
Jul Monep&B »". 

' Sutt9mui in Caligula, c. 41. 

* Qoth^U, ^vff. L. umc, C. De Monopoliu. 

Some* 
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Stowttmo alfo the Emperait robbed the 
Gods, and plundered their temples, of all the 
gold and fiWer chat had been oflSmd in their 
honpur, or confecraoed to their fervice. Dion 
Qnffm relates, that Auguftus OeTar being in 
want of monef to nna^e war upon Anthony, 
fei:fed pn ail the ornameota, treafui«s». and c«- 
Ipringg th» he found m the nsmples cf Ronoe^ 
Italy, and the Provinces that Wtfe in his in- 
teneft, or under his command. 

When they did not $rft dired, they often 
afterward^ countenanced and authorized foch 
exaAionl. There is a remarkable it^bnce to 
this: puroafe in Licinhis the freed-man of Ju<» 
}itB Csettr, and his Procuratw in Gaul i where 
he had alone all the jMrildiiflion wlutb is now 
under the French gp^eMMnent difnded between 
dm Court of Aides, and the Chamber of Ac- 
counts. To enhance the taxes of the people* 
he akeied the form of the year, and made it 
to confift of fourteen months^ becaufe the peo- 
ple of the country p^d the Romans a certain 
and conftant tribute every noonth ». Some 
time after, Lidnius beii^ accufed of txtot* 
QOA> reprefrnced to AugMftus, that if he had 
plundered Gaul, it was only to niife him mo* 
neyi aqd deprive at the fiime time the people 
of the country of the mean^ of revolting. The 
Emperor approved his i^^elogy, and inflead 
of punifhing him, looked upon his cata£iione 
iM an important fervice done to the Stite. 

It mufl: be obi^ed, that the Ronume al* 
ways kept a very confiderable fiind in reierve 
for the neceifities and urgent afiairs of the 

Republic, 
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Rqpublic. Titus Livius calls it Aurum Vice^ 
Jitnarium \ 

Appian relates upon this fubjeft, that there 
had from ancient times been a rich treafure 
repofed in the temple of Saturn at Rome; 
and that when it ¥ras there depofited, terrible 
imprecations had been made againft fuch as 
Ihould ofler to take it thence, unlels it was to 
maintain a war agauift the Celtae p. From 
diis pafla^ it appears evidently enough, that 
this treaiure referred far the greateft diftreflb 
and extreme neceflities of the State, was dc- 
figned more particularly for wars widi the na- 
tions of Gaul. Julius Oefar however Icized 
upon it, and carried it all away, laying, that 
iince he had fubdued thole nations, and re- 
duced all Gaul into fuUeAion, thofe impreca- 
tions had no manner of relation to him, who 
by his conquefts had fully anfwered the end 
for which the treafure had been at firft depo- 
ficcd. 

It is impoflible without fome horror to give 
a juft defcription of the terrible adions done 
by Anthony, Auguftus and Lepidus, during 
their Triumvirate. Appian writes, that An- 
thony laid all kind of taxes in the moft arbi- 
trary manner upon the relations and friends of 
Cicero % who in the terror they were in for 
feaf of being fufpe^ted of holding intelligence 
with him, paid them immediately, 

Thefe three Tyrants demanded at firft and 
aftually feized on all the real and peribnal 

• L 27,. 

^ Di Belk Civil. 1. a. 

< Ibid. 1 3; c. 9. 

eftates 
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eftates that thfey could find in eighteen xA the 
ricbeft and;moft eminent towns in Italy \ 

They ^pnoicribed feveral citizens* whom 
they did Bot look upon as their enemies, pure- 
ly to get .money iroixi them \ and they inrol- 
▼ed ia^ t^r profcriptions above three hundred 
Senators, and two tfaoufand of the Equ^ian 
Order, who were deemed the moft wealthy 
\perfQns in^ Rome.^. It was at this very tim^ 
that the Provinces of Gatd broke out into an 
jofiirre&ion^ on acix>unt of the ezceffive im- 
pofts with which they were opprefled and im« 
povseriihed \ . > 

Italy bebg b .a manner ruined bv their 
exiafliofw, !they .mortgaged the io^pofts, ex- 
dies;;and cuftomj upon goods exported and 
importUl,-j£)k feveral years, in order to fup- 
ply: j^ienotfelves with roidy money for their oc- 
cafiou". i ; , 

They rewarded every flave that brought 
tfaem the , head of a profcribed perfon with the 
fum of ten thoufahd drachms, befides his li- 
berty, and gave five and twenty thoufand to 
freemen for the (atne fcrvice. He that pre- 
fented'Cicero^s head to Mark Anthony, had 
two hundred and fifty thoufand Attic drachms 
given him for a recompence \ They expofed 
the real eftates of all that were profcribed to 
ikle : : but the thing was fo odious, or the title 
fo precarious, that no body cared to . bid for 
them, and' they could not find a purchafer. 

' Bnd. 1. 4. c. I. 

^ Ibid. c. 2. 

« Tacii. Armai I ^. 

■ Apfian. 1. 4. 

!/*i/c.4{sr5. 

They 
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Tkey dmdfmfceen faundnd BomaD Lafio^ 
the ridieft k the cky, lo pay rro haodnd 
timiiind atlratt ; ivfaidi aBntmaed ip four and 
twenty mittioM ef aoimi. Tivy escd aUb 
flIbcyfQ Ml hundred dieuted pprfm, » ^vett 
cfOMM af 'ftnuigBra, andiirven diq my pnefi8> 
fcr the payment of etmiatBUiC Imis. Tkcfe 
laft were tn die war of the Gnab oUignl t^ 
{Nty thefiftkch^ paR-of-then- eflaifcr and OBie 
yesafk-eittFe temnue. ^) ' ^ ^ 

CMi»oahiirid0 didflor:fanK>k4 
greatexaauxv, nswrilvopon iner 
of Laodioca, as on thofe of Tarfiis^ 
whom.he anortvd 'Meen 'h<«dU lakbts. 
Theib lift, ia mrier K^ «xiA ttfae lenv^eaiaffU 
ed, werefodiioed, itfttit hovfaig ftdd all tbe<& 
ibas and ^tOatei belongiag id* their Qoijiqfa* 
mnr and evtn dioip that were ippeofmitttl 
to the temples of their Gods, to fell likxwUe 
dieir hoys and giris. 

The hme CgSSus having eahm Rhodes^ or« 
riedoff allthe geM^awdii^verihat hexmid 
find in thetetnplcst and all theeficds of the 
inhdhitnnts ^. 

He bilged all the Pnmneds of ^Alin to 
pay him in two yesK the trtbuce wfakh mn 
doe from them in ten : and thefe adtancBa a^ 
mounted to above an hundred andlorty mtt* 
lions, acoafrdtng to die calcohttion cf Juflai 
Li^us« 

Brutus feized on the treaiiiie of a <petnf 
Prince in Afia, and caufed it to be coined. 
He took away likewife all the gold and (Bver 
that he found in Patara : and yet he caufed a 

^ Jffian, Dc Bello Civili* /• 4. t. 9. 

flare 
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ftivdta be hanged for kaving dtftoi^ered his 
iMfter^ tfeafure \ ackI difmiftd the m^ifter < 
with his xsumtf >mcdud)ed \ 

By the help of ell thefe enftiom, ^Brotm 
tad Cftffiia iM^ere Vtty Wei) ettaMcd to brag, 
ibu dity had or their fide the finews of w, 
tfiac » €0 (ay, moti^ in iibundance, whifft 
d^ir enemies were {Ntflfed with great wahtsm 
ihatrei^. 

Airr Ae^MB&t^bfthe{e^¥oGetlerab^ Aa* 
guftus bellowed the richeft towns of Italy trpi 
en his foldiers, and Arivt out the inhabitants, 
who ^ that MkaAs ulcere ^i(|)erfed >to all 
qoMers of die BtiDpfre. He eieeufed this pro- 
ceeding by the Mceffity hi was under of gra^ 
dfyingHtod eMttndug the feldiefy} for. the 
groaceft |tortof'l!liefttdWnshad done nothing 
«gpttaft him to incur his difpkfafiire, and de-^ 
ferve fuch a treatment. The defection of thefe 
KM^ns, and the miferable fitttacion of the in- 
habitants, k defcribed by VltgU m hisfirft 
£elogl]e^ 

Aaguftus, ttnder fMence of borrowing the 
money for a tkM, feiifeed on alt the treafores 
that were kept in the temples, thofe of the 
Gapitol, and ocher«)irfecmted plaees s 

Anthonv and Auguftos were jointly con- 
emied in laying new- ahd finther impofts on 
fbe peqple, in order to dtfray theexpences of 
she war againft Sextus Ponvpeius. It was on 
Ais oca^on that Mark Anthony was told, 

« Ibid. c. 10. md c. 26 

r At UM hinc'ftffi fiti^dtes ibimtis Mfos, 
Ptoi Scjrthkm St.nipiduni Cret« veiiieimis Oijxm^ 
Ec penitiu toto divifos orbe Britanoos. 

? j^wi. L 5. c. I. 

that 
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dat if he was minded to double the'fbbfidics 
and caxes^ he ought at the lame time to fup- 
ply the people with two fummers, two au* 
tumns, and a double harveft. 

They ordered among other things that all 
mafters fhould pay twelve drachms and a half 
for eyery Oave they had : and they cxafted a 
certain portion of all eftates^ of perlbns deoea- 
{aij of all legacies and trufts ; which raiied 
great diicontents and heavy ckmours among 
the people \ 

Nero took three parts in four of the afieti 
and eftates of all enfiranchifed perlbns after their 
deaxh. He robbed the Gods and pillaged their 
temples : he never difpofed of a poft or em- 
ployment, but be laid to the perfon to wh«m 
It was granted, when he gave it him: Tim 
Jcmw what Imuft have \ uAe can thai mMy 
ilfe have any thing \ 

He ordered all the tenants of houles to pay. 
the value of their leafes into the Exchequer: 
and exa&ed three kinds of money, Nummum 
afperum^ Argentum po/iulatumy Aurum obrizum. 
To multiply the number of confifcations, he 
was for making a law, that all words Ipokcn 
againft the Prince Ihould be deemed and pu* 
nilhed as high treafon s 

Tiberius before him had taken it into hit 
head to make it a capital crime for any body 
either to go into a place of ill repute widi a 
piece of money on which his image wa» 

« Ibid. 1. ?. c. S. 

^ Nulli delegtvit officia nt non adjiccitt, Sds quid niihi 
opuf fity & hoc agsuwu ne quit qui^iwai habcaL Smimi» 
in Nerom, c. 12. 

^ Suetmns ib. c. 44. 

ftampedi 
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ftamped, or to ftrike the vileft flare that had 
any of his coin about him. 

The fame Emperor confifcated the eftates 
of ibme Gaulic and Spaniih noblemen^ purely 
for the lake of their riches^ and fuppreiied the 
privil^es of feveral private perlbns ^. 

Caligula, to make people buy the fame pri« 
yilege twice over, ifiued out an Edid, by 
which all ftrangers, whoie anceftors had ob« 
tained Patents of naturalization and denizen- 
ihip, if they were beyond the firft degree of 
relation in the dired line, were declared in« 
capable of enjoying the rights of Roman ci* 
dzens% 



CHAP. XV. 

Of the Revenue arifing from Salf^ Mines^ 
Treafures founds Rivers, the Sea, &c. 

TH E Exchequer was entided to a moiety 
of all treafures that were found in facred 
places, or in fuch as belonged to the public, 
or held of the State or Prince '• If any per- 
Ibn found a treafure in a ground belonging to 
the Exchequer or the Demefne, and did not 
give notice of it, he was obliged to rcftore 
the whole, and pay likewife as much more 
into the bargain. 

Tacitus and Suetonius relate, that one Ca> 
lius BaiTus fent Nero word that he had found 

* liUm in Tiiirht C. 48. 

* Idem in Caligula^ c. 16. 

* Z. I. §. 9.^ Dc jure fifci. FrUier, Imperat. Qgrn 
fi9t Regalia in ulibus feudorum. 

I a vaft 
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a vaft trea&tre in Africa ^ v and thathe believed 
it was the very fame whicli Dido Queen o£ 
Carthage had hid there formerly^ to prevent 
its falling into the hands of Pigmklion % Tim 
fine ftory found credit widi Nero^ and the ad- 
vice flattering his paffions made him ghrc 
a loofe no his extravagances, and in a fiiort 
tinFie fquander away all the weaUi of the Em^ 
pire. 

With regard to fait, the Cenfor Lnrius^ ky- 
ing a new excife upon this comoiodicy, guioeA 
himfelf the additional name or ccgnomm ok 
Salimtor. 

Private men were not allowed to fcH any 
fait ^ ; which fhews that all the (alt- works be« 
longed to the State, and that the Government 
fixed a price for the iale. There were feveial 
forts of it ; for befides that which was made 
with fea- water, and what they drew from ikk- 
fprings, there was likewife a mii^eral £ilt 
which was got out of the earth ; and women 
convided of certain crimes were often con* 
demned to thefe ialt- works \ 

The duty upon fait could not but yield an 
immenfe produce, confidering the neceflity of 
the commodity^ and the vaft extent of the 
Roman Empire, 

Appian vrites, that fome people of Illyria 
furrendcred themfelves to Auguftus Csefar after 
holding out a fiege of two years, for want of 

^ Suetonius in Neront, 

^ Gllfcebat lazaria fpe inan^ confu]|idnntafi|iie Tettrea 
opes quail oblatis quas mukos per annos {M^odigeret, ic di« 
vitiarum ezpedatio inter cauias paupcrtatu pifaiicie oaC 
Tacit, Annal, 1. i6. 

* £. II. C. De vcaigalibas. 

' P$mfoniusy L 6,Jf, De capavisp 

fait.* 
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fcit. Thofe fehj-worki wftw Ice otrt ^o farm i 
«d*G(ffiodons' &y^, tlikt riw traiBck and &]e 
^ tHe fik was^ in ancient titles one of the 
chief functions and principal bufinefs of the 
Sapermtendanr of the Itevenue. Cieero in- 
forms us irlfo; that the Rom^n Knights kept 
a gTMit nuknber of officers m the fait^works^ 
for die bmbr managing «f thcfm to advan*^ 



All rivers, and lea-ports, the banks of ri- 
Tcnr and the fhdib^ or the fea, dependirig on 
countries fnbjed to Ac Empire, belonged to 
die Roman people : but riotwithftanding all 
diefa* ambition, tl^ Romans were Of Opinion 
that the fea ought to be as free as the air r« 
This dctdrminetion of theirs is made ufe of by 
aU-the Princes and' S&tcs of Europe, to op- 
]^)le thfc pfetenfion^ of the Pdrtugueft, i^ith 
tef^ic to the navigation of the Eaft Indies ; 
againft diofd Of die Spaniards, in relation to 
AmeHca v agfelrtft tKe Venetians, with regard * 
to the Adriatic Sea or Gulphof Venice, over 
wHicK they take ilpori tlierrt td aflUnld a do- 
minion, and' claim if i& tfieir DjSihelhe of prt^ 
pcrty-, and againft the prtterifioni <if the 
Danes, who are for appropriating to them- 
felvcs the feas of Norway, and' the ftreigtts 
or paflage of the Sound. 

The Romans had abundance of Mines, 
from whence they derived an immenfe reve- 

' Ufyrit. C. 3. Ctfw/, U I J./! Dc PuUicanis. Variar. 
Z». 6. c. 7. 

< Litton in qiuB populus Romanos imperiiun habet, po- 
pali Romani ette aroitror ; maris vero coimnunem ufum 
omnibus at aerls. Ctlfui^ L.ff^ 3. Ne(][uid in loco publico 
Td itincre fiat. 

* -• la nuc. 
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nue. Polybius writes, that there was one of 
^^ them in Spain near Carthagena, where they 
kept above forty thouland men continuaUy at 
work. 

Pliny relates^ that there was another near 
Verceil in Piedmont : but the undertaken were 
ftinted to the number of five tboufand wcMrk- 
men i becaufe if they had employed mxe^ 
the whole mine would in a fhort time have 
been exhaufted K 

Befides their mines of gold and filver, they 
had others likewife of chalk, of iron, copper 
and lead, which the Empercm formers fet to 
undertakers, as they did alfo the excife and 
falt-duties ^ 

The Emperors took a tenth crf^ all the pro- 
duce of the quarries of marble. Spam, ac* 
cording to Strabo's account, affi>rded a vsdft 
number of them : but diere were ftiU greater 
<^uantities of marble drawn from thofe of Illy- 
ria, Pannonia, Thrace, Macedonia, and the 
Provinces of Gaul \ 

There was no want of auarries in Italy^ 
but as Pliny relates, it was forbidden to opea 
or work them by exprefi order of die Senate* 

* L. 33. ri^. 4. 

' I" n-ff* De Publicams. 

O^acius y AkUa^fiftr 9i/. & £. 1 1. CU. 
ff S^«J9ir. 1. 13. 
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CHAR XVI. 
Of Loans and borrowed Money. 

IN the greateft diftreffes and prefllng occa- 
fions of the Commonwealth, there were 
always found private men that advanced large 
fums upon loan to the State : but if the con- 
dition of the public afiairs was fuch, that it 
was impradicaole to repay the creditors the 
whole fum within the time that had been fti- 
pulated, the Senate ftill took care to do it at 
difierent times and in feveral payments ; and, 
except in the cafe of an utter inability notori- 
ous and vifible to all the world, they ever kept 
the public faith and credit untainted ; which, 
if well managed, is the fureft, the readieft, 
and mod plentifol refource of Ibverdgn Pow- 
ers. We have a very fignal inftance of this 
good faith mentioned in Livy. Several pri- 
vate citizens of Rome had advanced a great 
deal of money for maintaining the war againfl: 
Annibal : and as after the fatal battle of Can- 
nae, it was impoiiible for the State to pay ofF 
the debt and clear with the creditors within the 
time fetded and agreed on when the money 
was borrowed, they ftill ordered, notwith- 
ftanding the difficulties under which they la- 
boured, that the whole debt Ihould be dif- 
chargpd at three payments *. 

■ Decrcvcrant Patrts, ut tribus pcnfitationibui ca pccu- 
nia iblirerctur. Ub. 9. «. 16. 

I 3 After 
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After the Carthaginian war, when the Ro- 
mans could not fatisfy and pay off the State- 
creditors with ready money, the Senate or- 
dered that they Ihould be paicj the value of 
their debts in lands, to be reftored afterwards 
to the State at the option of ti^e credijtors, if 
they chofe rather to be paid in money, at a 
time when there was a fufiicljsnt fund in tbe 
Treafury *- 

It mufl; be obferved in this place, that Cor- 
porations, whei) they were ovpr-Ioaded i^ith 
debts, had the liberty of felling their eftates» 
$nd mi^ht alienate or make over their lands 
and other po^efllons to their creditors, in (uch 
i proportion as was fufficiept to diicharge the 
debt. 

•• [In France it is nm a difficult matter ta 
procure a licenfe of this kind frem the JS^g ; as 
appears from the cafe of the Communities of Pro^ 
n:encey Hioho have leen often refufed fncb a fer^ 
miffion.'] 

^ Cum privati acquiim poftularent, nee tainen folvsendo 
a^rc alieno Refpublica efftt, quod medium inter acquum & 
utile erat, decreveront ut quoniam magna par$ eorum agros 
vulgo yenale^ ^fle dicerct, ^ fibiipet emptia Qjpns eife agri 
pubiici qui intra qqinquagejimum lapidem tStt^ Us copia 
£eret. Confulcs agrum aeftinuturos, & in jugcra aflcs vc- 
61igale$, teftandi causj, publicum agnim unpofituros, Qt 
iiquis cum fblyere poflec populus pecuniam habere quam 
agrum mallet, rfUitueret ^runpi populo. Ttt. Lii\ 1. 31. 
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CHAP. XVII. 

0/ the great ExaSiions of the Romans. 

PLutarch relates, that Paulus ^miHus plun- 
dered all Macedonia and Ulyria. Julius 
Caefgr carried off* all the the gold and filver 
that he could find in Spain, and did not fo 
much as leave any in the temples. In the time 
of his firft Confulfhip, he took three thoufand 
pounds of gold out of the Capitol, and put in 
Its ftead the fame quantity of brafs gilt over 
flightly enough \ He fold Corporations and 
Kingdoms, and took from Ptolomy fix thou- 
fiuid talents ^ 

Xiphilinus writes, that the Emperor Tibe- 
rius having fent for Bato King or Dalmatia, 
aflced him the reafon why that Province had 
broke out into an infurredion, and revolted 
from his Empire ; and that the other anfwered 
him in thefe words, fFhy do you fend wolves 
and voracious beajis to keep your fiockSy in/lead 
of dogs andfhepherds ? 

Tacitus in the Life of his father-in-law A- 
gricola, who was Governor of Great Britain, 
afcribes the revolt of the Britons to the excef- 
five taxes and burdens laid upon them by the 
Romans. What they call governing (faid they) 
is plundering^ cutting the peopWs throats \ and 
when they have reduced a very populous country 
to the condition of a frightful defarty they call it 

» Suiionius in JuUoy C, 54. 
^ Xtfbilims. 

I 4 paci- 
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pacifying a country \ They complained that 
inftead of one King which they had befixr» 
they had under the Romans two Tyrants^ die 
Governor who fhed their blood, aiid the Pro* 
curator who drained their fubftance \ 

Strabo relates, that the Romans laid tributes 
upon uncultivated and defiirt iflands. The iflc 
of Gyara was a very fmall one, and inhabited 
only by a few poor fifhermen $ yet they im- 
pofed upon them a tax of a hundred and fifty 
pounds a year. The mifcrable fuffercrs, un- 
able to bear fo heavy a burden by reafon of 
their fmall number and their extreme indi- 
gence, fent a deputation to the Emperor Au- 
guftus to get excufed of a third part of the 
tribute. 

The acculation of Verres, and the defence 
of Fonteius, in Cicero*s Orations, ferve for 
proofs and monuments of the rapacioufheis of 
Roman Governors. Sometimes indeed they 
were profecuted for their rapines and extor- 
tions, but the Provinces which they had plun- 
dered and opprcfled were not thereoy relieved* 
nor fared the better on that account. Juvenal 
gives MS a defcription of the infolent and op^ 

Ereflive adminiftration of one Marius, who 
ad the Government of Africa % and iriio is 
probably the fame that is mentioned by the 
younger Pliny f. This Marius, according to 
the account given of him by the laft of thefe 

* Tru^idare^ rapere falfis nommibus Iinperluiny atque 
ubi folitadincm faciunt, pacem appellant. Ta<i/. 

* Pro iingulb Regibua nunc binos imponi, ex ouiboa 
Legatas in fangiiincm> Procuiatoi m bona ikviret. 4iid^ 

« Sat, I. 

authors. 
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audioiSy was convtded of monftrous extortions, 
condonned to pay a vaft fine to the Exche- 
quer, and then to be banifhed from Italy ; but 
nothing of the plunder that he had made was 
ever reftored to the fufferers, or applied to the 
cafe and relief of the Province. 

Cilicia was a very poor Province, and be- 
fore it was fubdued by the Romans, was inha- 
bited only by robbers and pirates y yet Capito 
and Junius Tutor found io it quarries for dieir 
avarice, and made it the fcene of thofe afts 
of violence, opprefiion, and extortion, for 
which they were condenuied. Juvenal on that 
occafion gives a very fine lefture to the Go- 
vernors of Provinces ^ : but he complains im- 
mediately after, that all thefe examples had 
fo little efieft, that they were not able to re- 
ftrain the greedineis of thofe that fucceeded 
the very Governors that had been puniflied for 
their depredations \ 

This Satyrift finds fault with the Romans 
for their treatment of Kings and Princes that 
depended on the Republic, fleecing and de- 
vouring them to the very marrow of their 
bones \ 

He accufeth them of committing even cru- 
eller exadions in times of peace, than in the 
ragp of war ^ : and advif^ them^ for their 

s Expeftata diu tandem Pravincia cum te 

Re^orem accipiety pone irae frasna modizmque. 

Pone & avaricise, miferere mopum focierum. 

Refpice quid moneant leges, qo^ fulmine jaflo 

£t Capito 8c Tator ruerint, (lamnante Senatu, 

Piratae Cilicum, &r. Sat. 8. 

^ Sed quid damnatio confert, &r. JUd, 

' OfTa vides Regum yacuis exhaofta medallia. JUd, 
> -' Referebant navibos altis 

Occulta fpolia, Sc plum de pace trimnphoi. lUJ. 

own 
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<Mfn intepcft) to modcnitc cncif a^ancc^ (o piiC^ 
a ftop to cbeir rapine and op(Htffiom» and «i<e 
more humanity in dieir treatment of miferable 
but warlike nations K 

We have already related in anodier place 
the ftory of Julius Gxfar^ freed'-man ( who 
aiter he had pilkged the Provbicei of Gaul, 
where he had been employed as the Princess 
Treafurer, was artful enou^ to extricate him- 
felf dexteroufly out of a very ill afiair, and 
make a fuccefsful apology for his extortions. 
He is accufed of having imbezzled die public 
money, and robbed die people under his go- 
vernment to fill his own coffers : he takes thb 
effectual method to fave himfelf ; he carries 
Auguftus to his houfe, fliews him all die gold 
and (ilver that he had fcraped together by vi- 
olence and plunder, and gives him up all the 
booty ; he is acquitted by this means ; and the 
Emperor, that (hould have been his judge, 
becomes his accomplice. 

We may prc^)erly enough in this place take 
notice of the ravages committed in the fory of 
the Civil Wars. What numbers of Towns 
lacked, and Corporations ruined ! What mul- 
titudes of people deprived of their poflMions, 
and driven out of dieir country, to make room 
for the (bldiers, upon whom their lands and 
eftates were bdlowed ! Tacitus^ fpeafkiM; of 
the alteration made in the conftitution of the 
Roman State, when the Commonwealth was 

' Carandum imprimis ne magna injuria fiat 
Fortibtts & mireris : tollas licet omne qaod ttiqaam dl 
Auri at()iie argentic fcatmn gladiumqoe relinques, 
£t jacala k galeam : ipollatb anna fuperrant. Smt. S. 

turned 
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turned 'utto a Monard^y '^9 6^yh that, the Pro- 
vinoB wer£ opt ac all Sony fpr this reYoludon^ 
becaufe of the avarice of the Magiftrates and 
Goyerpors which uied to be put over them in 
the Utter times of the Hepvbiiic % Salluft, in 
the bqsiwMig of his Hiftory ^ Cadline^s Con* 
fpir^cy^ l^ywi^ open the voufvis mtd/s in the 
Cootpioqwealth, and the miferable fituation of 
her afFaifB through tbp dehige of vice and cor- 
ruption that had pverflowed it, giva a ftill 
more feeling rf^prefem^tion of the exceflb and 
violences that ^e th^ (\A}}t£t we are treating of 
at prefent. Plutarch, in the life of Marius, 
fay;, tha( fuch as flood candidates and folli« 
cited for any poft in the Government, carried 
gold and filver by bu(bels into the Campus 
Martius to purchafe pablickly the votes of the 
eledors : and Suetonius rdates, that Csefar had 
fpent all his fortune in nuking intereft to gee 
himfelf raifed to the honpurs and dignities of 
the Republic. Now, as all confiderable pofts 
and employments were difpofed of by the peo- 
ple, and depended on their fufirages, the Ma- 
giftrates confequently, as well at Rome as in 
me Provinces, minded nothing but how to 
get money and grow rich, that they might be 
^e to purchafe them on occafion. It is for 
this reafon that Horace fays, the age he lived 
in was truly the Golden Age \ Juvenal fpeak* 
ing of the manners of people in his time at 

" AnnaL 1. i. 

" Ob certamiiu PotttntDm & aTaritiun Magiftratuam, 
inyalido legam auzilio, quae ut ambitu pofiremo pecuniS 
turbabantur. 

• Aarea nunc vere func fecob i plniimua anio 
Venit honos. 

Rome^ 
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Rome, reprefents poverty itfdf as ambidoos^ 
and money as the fovereign diipoier d[ all 
things p. 

To all thefe accounts of the greedinels of 
the Romans^ we may ftill add the horrible 
abufe of confifcations in the reigns of the Do- 
mitians, the Nero's, and other tyrannical Em- 
perors. Tacitus, in the Life of AgriooJa^ 
gives in very few words a lively delcription of 
the mifery of people, and the uncomfortable- 
nels of living in thofe deplorable times. Oar 
anceftors, fays he, faw in former ages to what 
an height liberty might be carried, and we in 
this fee all the extremities of llavery, being fur- 
rounded with informers that debar us the ufe 
both of our ears and tongues \ 

After having given this account of the er- 
adbions of the Romans, it may not be amifi 
to fay fomething of their Publicans, whofe 
infolence, greedinefs, and extortions, under 
the colour of law and (helter of an authority 
that commanded refpeft, made ravages in the 
bofom of the Empire as in a conquered coun- 
try, and zBxA over again all the tyranny 
which it was the fate of people fubdved by 
force of arms to endure. Hiftorians have not 
omitted on fbme occalions to tranfmit to us 
particular accounts of their violences and rs* 
pines. Titus Livius takes notice of the mif- 
demeanors which they were guilty of, and the 

9 Commane eft vitiam ; hic Yivimus ambitios^ 
Paupertate onuies. Qh*i^ te moror ? omnia Romx 
Cum pretio— • Sat 3. 

^ Sicuc vetus tetas vidit ouid nltimtim in libeitare dkt^ 
ica no8 quid in fervltute, adempto per inquifitiones aadieiH 
di loquendique commexcio. 

hardfhips 
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hardlhips that the people fufiered from them 
during the fecond Carthaginian war^ which 
the State wai oblig^ to wink at in a conjun- 
£hire when their neceflities were great, and 
their all was in danger, I fhall confine my- 
icif to a fingle inflance. 

L. Pomponius and M. Pofthumius having 
undertaken to fupply the troops with provi- 
iions, which they were to carry by fea to the 
army, in order to procure reimburfements to 
which they had no right, took it into their 
heady not only to trump up and pretend to 
ihipwrecks that never happened, but airo to 
cai^ real ones for the better concealing of the 
other that were purely fiftitious. For this pur- 
pole they put what they thought proper on 
board fome old leaky ihips, which their Tea- 
men took care fhould founder, having little 
fhallops in readinefs to fave the crew. The 
latter of thefe parmcrs in the undertaking be- 
ing cited to Rome on account of this artifice, 
had recourfe to violence and force for his im- 
punity, and with the afliftance of his crea- 
tures and partifans, drove away the people of 
Rome that were aflembled before the Capitol 
in order to judge his caufe '• 

I fit Unf. 1. 5. Dccad. j. 



CHAP. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



126 (y /i6^ R E V B N U E « 



CHAP. XVHL 

Cf the Releafes ani AbatemenU of faxei 
made to the Roman People. 

Julius Caeikr eafed the people of Italy very 
mucb> and nude them confiderabJe lar« 

Auguftus, after he had reduced £g^ in- 
to the form of a Province, brought to ihuch 
money to Rome, that the people were ex* 
ceedingly eafed by it \ for eftates rofe io thdr 
price and value, the rate of mtereft lefieiied» 
and Augpftus himfelf readily lent his money, 
upon good fecurity beings given to pay him 
double the fum ^. 

Tacitus relates, that Tiberius Ceefar having 
declared that Cappadocla was aUe to pay the 
hundredth penny of all that was fold by whole- 
fale or retate, vouch&fed however to leflen the 
impofl: one half, after he had taken away that 
Kingdom firom Archelaus, and reduced it in« 
to a Province. Syria and Judsa petitioned at 
the fame time to have an abatement made as co 
their tribute ^ 

In the reign of the fame Emperor, twelve 
towns living been laid in ruins by the violeoGe 
of an earthquake, this Pruice difcharged them 
of all fubfidies, excifes and impofb for five 
years \ and moreover gave them confideraUe 



* Suetonius in Julio, C. 32. 
^ Idem in Aiffifio^ €• 41. 
" Arnold L 7* 
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fumi to hdp them to rebuild tbar houfes and 
ncover their loflbw 

The city of Sardis having been infefted and 
bid wafte by a terribk contagion^ he excufed 
the inhabitants for five years from paying any 
iBipofts or tributes \ 

The iame Tiberius gave a very Ibarp repri- 
mand to JEmilius ReOius governor of Egypr, 
who had ftot him a great fum of money that 
had been levied without ho order. / v^wld^ 
lays he» have fnyjhtip Jbeeredj but mt fiay$i ^ : 
worcb very remarkaJsle, and related alfo with 
a fmall variation by Tacitus and Suetonius f. 
Tiberius lent the people of Rome money for «• 

three years without any intereft, and by that 
mtaoa regained in feme mcafure their good 
graces Md confidence >• 

Caligula paid all the legacies which his pre-^ 
deceflfor Tiberius had left to the people of 
lUme. He (hewed favour to Italy, and re- 
mitted the hundfedth penny payabk out of 
eftates fold by auftion in that country ^. He 
made confiderable prefents and grants to feve- 
ral private peHboa that had been mined by 
£re. He reftored entire Kingdoms to Princes 
that had been difpoflefled of them, with all 
thdn: revenues 1 and even went fo far as to 
msdce reftitution of what had been been re- 
ceived after the time that thofe Kings had been 
turned out of their dominions^ as he did to the 
King of Comagena. 

* liu I 2. 

« Dion Cajtus. 

^ Boni paftoris eft ovcs tondere, non deglubeze. 

« Tacitus, I 5. 

^ Suitonius in Caligula^ c. l6 & 17. 

The 
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The EmpercMr Cbudius exempced the Tro<^ 
jam from all impofts, excifes, and (alC'-datics 
forever*. 

Nero in the five fiift years of his reigii eaibd 
the people in point of taxes, and tocdt off the 
moft burdenfome of the cxciles. He was even 
inclined to abolilhall the duties in gqierai that 
were levied upon the provifions, mercfaandifet 
and commodities, as well fuch as were 61 the 
growth and produce of the country, as what 
were imported from abroad '^ : but thp Seme 
difliiadea him from putting that deGgn in ex* 
ccution. He diicharged all fuitors in the 
Courts of judicature of the duties they uled to 
pay for the trial and determination of their 
caufes, and regulated the fees of Advocates. 
He thought the law Papia gave too great en* 
couragement to fuch as made dilcoveries and 
gave informations of efbites, ef}e£ts, run goods 
and other dues belonging or forfeited to the 
Prince's Exchequer : the reward oi fuch in- 
formation as fixed by that law amounted to 
a moiety of the value of the nEierchandife or 
other things informed of and difcovered i he 
reduced it to a quarter part. 

Germanicus lefiened die fuhlidies and tribute 
that ufed to be paid by Cappadocia, to make, 
as Tacitus fays, the Roman yoke fit the lighter 
upon that Province \ 

Galba caufed all that had got exorbitant 
grants from Nero, or had been concerned in 
the difTipadon of the Treafury in his time, to 
be profecuted : but nothing was got from them, 

' Suetonius in Claudia, c. i8. 
J^ Idtm in Nerone^ c. 7. 
' Quo mitius Imperium Romanum fperaretar. 

becaule 
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faecaufe they were not able to refurid ; thofe 
whom Nero had loaded with his favours and 
excelfivc bounties being reduced to as great 
iodigeiKe as chofe whom he had robbed and 
pltndcped to enrich them ; a circumflance ob- 
fenred by Tacitus, and irery remarkable in- 
deed »• Galba Was naturally frugal and par- 
fimonious, but with regard to the public mo- 
ney, he was, as the fame Hiftorian fays, down- 
right covetous "• 

Vefpafien, to keep the Sarmatians quiet du» 
ring the diflenfions that infefted nr.oft parts of 
the Empire, took oflf the fubfidies and tribute 
they ufed to pay \ 

Ammianus Marcellinus relates, that Julian 
the Apoftate hindered the tribute ufually laid 
on the PiDvinces of Gaul from being raifcd to 
an higher rate by Florentlnus \ 

This Emperor, according to rhe fame Hi- 
fiorian, took particular care, above all things, 
that nobody (hould be opprefTed or over- 
charged by the impofts \ 

The Sarmatians indeed offered the Emperor 
Conftantius to pay all the fubfidies and tributes 
that they owed \ and under his government 
Jmpoftsand tributes -were exceedinjgly multi- 
plied ' : but his fucceffor Julian diminifhed 

* Juflifiimam vifum eft inde itpeti pecuniam ubi inoplae 
cauia erat, grande gaudium quod tarn paupere^ forent qui- 
bus donalTet Nero, quam quious abftulifTcc. L. 17. 

* Galba pecuniae aliens non afpctcns, fuae parca^ pubr 
licaeararus. Lih. 17. 

* Tacitus^ 1. 19. 
P Lib. 17. 

* Obfervabat diligcntcr nc qaem tributorum farcina pra> 
gravaret. I. 18. 

[ Idim, L 19. 

K them 
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them confidcrably, and remitted a great put 
of them to eafe an over-burdcncd people ^ 

Good Emperors frequently eafed thofc that 
contributed to the tallies and iiibfidies upon 
land, and remitted the arreitfs which irere 
due '. 

We read in Cafitodorus, that the Provinoea 
of Gaul fubjeft to Theodoric King of the 
Oftro-Goths, had all the excifes and impofta 
charged upon them remitted, becaufe they 
had been harraffed and plundered by the ene- 
my : and this good Minifter of a good Prince 
has preferved and tranfmitted to us an Ordi- 
nance, wherein the farmers of the Revenue are 
very ftriflly and exprefely enjoined to levy the 
taxes upon the people without either exa&ioas 
or violence ". 

The inhabitants of Syracufe were treated in 
the fame gracious and gentle manner by AJa* 
ric : and this King of the Goths writing to 
them makes ufe of thefe admirable expreflions. 
Tou have a Prince wbofe fawurs ana kindnefs 
naturalize him in a manner with r^ard to you^ 
and (what isftill more agreeable tofubjeSs) wbo/i 
inclination to do good increafes in froperiim as be 
advances in years y. This Prince cauicd refti- 
tution to be made to the people of the Pn>» 
vinces of the Empire that were reduced into 

^ Indicia funt tributa admodum levia, corcmariosi la* 
ilultumy remiiTa debiu» multa diutarnitate congefb, seqoa- 
ta iifci jurgia cum privatis, vefligalia civicatibus rellicuta 
cum fundis^ abiqae iis quos jure vendidere poceftates. 

* C. I. 10. Tit. 2. L 3. 

"^ Caffiodor,rarA.i.c.^O. /i/V. 1. 12. c. 8. 

^ Habetls Principem, qui vobifcum beneficiis probttqr 
exortus, & quod rubjeflis dulcius eil» augetur iogcnio be> 
nevolo cam asutis augmcnto. F^ar. I. 9. c. 10. 
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kis iubjefkiqn) of all thaf had bc^n leried cip« 
on them more than ,tbe ordinary dudes '^. 

There is in Ot^odorus a Declaradon of 
Th^odinriC) forbidding all die officers and 
fermers of his Revenue to e^6b fubfidies and 
tributes upon the foot by which they had been 
regulated^ and on which they had been paid 
Ibrmcrly "" : ajnd- wci need only open the wri-^ 
ODgsof that : great Chancellor, to find fome 
monnment or other of this nature. 

Theodoric at One time orders the Diredor 
gOieral of hi^ Demelhe to remit all the refidue 
and arrears of former years : and adds thefo 
words, which do him no little honour. WbaU 
wer we remit our pe,9fle out of tnotives of com-* 
pajfion md bumanity^ redounds in the end more 
amply to our advantage. For the riches of d 
Prince increafe in the fame proportion as be eafetb 
bis fuhjeSls ; and be is abundantly paid for tbe > 
JittU fondnefs be fbevos for tbe mean andpreca* 
rious treajures that conftji in fdoney^ by tbofe of 
a nobler kindy which be gains by. the weight of 
bis reputation^ and lays up in tbe efteem of man* 
kindy. 

At another dme this Prince remits the tailles 
and fubfidies on confiderations ftiU more movt 
ing* If no. relief y fays he, be given to aperjon 
that is fatigued and crouches already under a 
burden^ be muft needs fink at lafi, and fall down 
without any poJfibUity of riftng *. . . 

^ Caffi9d. Far, 1. 6. c. 1 2, 14. 

» IbidA.^Q, 18. 

y Illud amplius noilris otilitatibus applicamus, quod mf- 
fericordi humanicate concedimus. Regnantis enim faculcas 
tunc fit ditior cum rcmittit & acquirit nqbilcs. thcfajiro* . 
£uiiae» ncgle^ vilitaic pecuniae. Caffiodor. Var. I. i. c. 6j 

* Si fefTos onere minimi relevecuf^ nccefficate cogicur 
jacere proftratiu. ' Ibid. 1. 4. c. 36. - - • ' . 

K 2 Wc 
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Wc meet in another place with a teffimony 
equally glorious to the Prince who gives it, 
and to the Minifter that defcrvcd it. Theo- 
doric acquaints Caffiodoros with the fatis&ftioii 
he had received in finding that he had caufed 
his onfcrs to be executed cxaftly in Ac Vrth 
vinces, and that he had in other refpefiar fekh* 
fully performed on his part whatever he ioA 
promifed \ that is, that nobody hadj crcr &P- 
lered any injuftice during his admmiftration *. 
Here the people are alfo ezcufed fiom pay- 
ing the tallies and fubfidies, by reaibn of thd 
cxpence which they were at on account of the 
quarters and marches of the foldicfs of the ar- 
my through the country. Be eafy^ have na 
anxiety, fays he to them \ you are got out ^ 
the bands of the farmers and epccifmeuy ibe 
marches of the troops exeufe you from all taxes. 
7ake iuftruments of iron into your bands ^ but yet 
fiicb as are proper to plough and cultivate your 
Unds ; arm yourf elves, kut with goads to prick 
your oxen forward, not with weapons to repel 
%fiolence\ 

During the reign of Thcodoric, poverty 
was a never-failing plea, and a kind of natu- 
ral privilege, which not only exempted them 
from tbofeexorbiunt duties which the inability 
of a poor man, baulking the greedinels « 
Che farmers and excifemen, (hatches as it were 
from their clutches : but which dilcharged them 
likewife entirely from every thing that the vi- 

* liUA. 12. c. t. 

^ Nolite efle folliciti, craMis ezigentiam mann% txibo- 
ta vobis pnefens adimit apparatus. Arripite fenruiiy fed 
iinde agios ezcolatis ; funiitc culpidab boom fiimiiloi» noife 
fexvrk 3U. L u* c. j. 
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pfenteft ihirft of the vikft lucre finds ftill 
means, to l^ueeze out of fuch wretches as are 
w>ffh nothing. 7$ke beed^ fays this Prince to 
ihe. farmers of bis Reveiiae, in dire&ing his 
diibourfe to bis Great Treafurer, that you dB 
W9$ bearne a worfe flagU4 to thi fettle than the 
piftHime^ if ycu uttemfl to /trip fuch as have 
i^pluMMred already^ and are quite naked and 
deftime\ 

Ic was not the' cuftom in this Prince's rcign 
10 ky upon others the duties and &ie^ from 
which UMne ^^tt out of bis ufual humanity 
difcharged : he thought it deteftable that a 
grace fhewed or a^ k'ecompence gi^en to a de- 
ferring perfon fhould turn to the prejudice of 
the innocent ^ 

The tailks or fubfidies upoh bnds were ge- 
nerally remitted to towns that had enduml 
fieges, or been hindered from cultivating their 
lands by the ravages of the enemy «. 

Some merchants and mariners that were 
bringing corn from Sicily, having met with a 
ftorm and fiifiered fhipwreck, allowances were 
made them for all the corn that was loft ^ 

Lampridius, Spartianus, Capitolinus, Vo- 
pifcuS) Procopiu3, Zonaras, and the Tripar-^ 

* Cave ne gnvior fias peftlbus, fi adhuc nudarc velii 
exutos i calamitaces noa pavefcant qui arma timaerant, ra- 
pinas 00a fendant poft pnedones. Caffini. Far. 1. 12. c. 7. 

' Non inferri ai quoqaam volumas quod alteri noftra hu^ 
maiiitate remifunus, ne qaod dida ndfas eft, bene merit! 
munus innocends contingac efle dirpendium. Ibid. 1. z. 

* Quid enim ab agri domino exi^ quern eum non co^ 
luiile cognofcas. /£'/ 1. 3. c. 32. 

' Cradelitatit genus eft oitra nanfngtum fevire, ic illos 
iid difpendia cogere, ouibus inopem vitam immitia peri* 
coh probantur concd&fle. 

K ^ tits 
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« the Hiftory, are full of the. like ez^dn^es, 

which it would be too long to enumerate and 
recount particularly* It cuay be fuffidenc to 
pbferve in the general, thAt all the impofts and 
excifes which had been laid in die dreary times 
and tyrannical reigns before mentioned, woe 
at la(t fuppre(red by a law of the Theodofiaa 
Code, which is the ninth of the fiuntas Tide* 
J)e infirmandis iis qua fuh tyranms a£ia fimt. 

* ♦ \p>€ fame motives ^^'fuUy wbid Jim 
for the ground and foundation ^ Hds Imt, maig 
the Emperor Juftiman ft^i thii the impofts and 
ixcifes which the mirfortsmes of war have intro^ 
duced into a Siate^ ^Hght to . he taken off and 
abolijbed in the. calm aMtMiqniUity ^ff^M '•] 

After all, it is certain that fubficUes or pi^ 
lie revenues. aKe thiogii of liiidiipeB^Ie necefli- 
ty \ and weionifi: recur at hft to that juft way 
Qf reafoning eKprelTed by Tadtus in tfaefe 
words. Therei is no fecurir^ the fuiet of nationi 
mtbout arms \ there are no arms to be bad 
without money^ nor ,cdn. troops be maintained 
without pay % and, there cati be no pay witbont 
fub/idies\ : There is nothing tx> be^idtothi» 
political dikmtna, 

s * * ^uod belli calamiias introdaxit, boe fmcis kmHu 
Jopit. L unicx Cod. De Caduc, talkttdu, 

^ Nee quiea gentium fine armis, nee anna fine fiipen- 
i'iis, ncc ftipendia fine tribatn iubcri ^onrnt. Taat^ 
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CHAP. XIX. 

QJ the mofi confidernble differences between 
the Revenues of the Romans and tbofe of 
France. 

AMONG the Romans they could not 
feize any man's perfon and put him in 
prifon on account of the Taille ; but could 
only come upon the land and fell his eftate. 
In- France, the pra<^ice is direftly contrary ; 
they imprifbn people that do not pay, and ne- 
ver feize upon or fell the eftate, unlefs it be in 
Provinces where the Taille is real and charged 
upon lands. 

Such as did not pay their fubfidies at the 
terms that were prefcribed and fixed, were 
ibmetimes condemned to pay double : which 
is not the cuftom in France. 

The Tailles ,were levied by a third part of 
the annual afTeflment at a time, or every four 
months : and it is for this reafon that the ac- 
quittances given for them were ftiled, ^a- 
drim^res breves. In France they are levied 
quarterly, that is to fay, every three months. 
The afieflment for the Tailles was made in 
the Roman Empire fince the time of Conftan- 
tine the Great, but every fifteen years: but 
in France it is made every year. 

The public or Imperial Demefne among the 
Romans might be alienated irrevocably, and 
in a term of ^rears was fecured by pertcription 
againft all claims of the Exchequer s but in 

K 4 France 
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France it b inalienable, except with the reier*^ 
vation of a right of redemption for e^er, or 
of reverfion, upon the defeft of heirs malei 
but under the firft and feoond race of the 
Kings, it was alienated irredeemably. 

Among the Romans, the Patricians and 
Nobles were fubjcSfl: to the Taille ) but in 
France the Nobility, Gentry, and Clei^gy arc 
exempt from that tax. 

In that Republic the commiffions for levy* 
ing the Tailles were fent in the beginning of 
September : but among the French, they are 
iflued out in the beginning of the year. 

Among the Romans fome perfbns were 
obliged to pay in gold, others in filver, and 
others again in brafs money ; and the pay- 
ments were pretty often made in bullion, or 
in thefe different metals uncoined : whicii is 
not praftifed in France. 

In that Kingdom^ when a fliipwrcck hap- 
pens, all goods that are faved or thrown on 
ihore after fuch an Unhappy accident, belong, 
to the King's Demefne, if not claimed by the 
owner within a yein* and a day : but the Ex* 
chequer had no pretenfions of tkb nature 
among the Romans. 

At Rome the State or Prince was always in 
the condition of a plaintiff: fo that if any bo- 
dy had a fuit againft the ^ Exchequer, he wag 
either put into poffeffion or continued in 09!^ 
fefllon of the thing in queftiont^ tiil a denni^ 
tive fcntence was given in the caufc. The ve- 
ry reverfc of this is the cuftom in Fi:ance : 
the King never fues or pleads but whb his 
hand fiilT, that is, as being in po&ffion^ md 
never as a petitioner or demandant; . 

The 
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The JDroit ^Jtihaifie takes place in France, 
eveawith regard to the inhabitants of cooiir 
tries that are in alliance with that Crown, the 
Dutch only excepted: bttt- among the Ro- 
mans, all their allies that died within their- do- 
minions might difpofe of their efied&bv will^ 
and their right heirs fuccceded to dieir eftates. ^ 

*• [Th Romans madegrM pr&vifions^ ani 
laid up large magazines of com for the fi^e^ 
nance (f tk people: and the Emperors iffued out 
doles from time to time^ and diftributed gratis 
fueb quantities tberetf at yoere fuffieient to fuh^ 
Jifi above two hundred timfand people. 

^e Romans J in order to proviae for th&Jub^ 
Jijlence of the poor citizeHSy and for better fecu-^ 
ring the countries they had conquered % Jentcolo* 
ines thither J and drew thence very ctmfiderable 
advantages^ as well by Mans of tie troops which 
they raifed there on occafions^ as on accoufU of 
the large Jiipplies of money winch thofe colonies^ 
fumifhed them with in any exigence ^ Juteffity of 
their affairs. ^The ufe of cohnies is not knowk 
in F^ance^ mr ever praMJidy but with regard^ 
to America. 

^the Romans Ukewifi difiributed lands anttng 
the poor citizens. Ih fettling the Jhare to be ai^ 
htted to particular perfons^ they had a regard to 
' each man^s ability : and they afked nothing at all 
from the common peojde^ but to take* care to fur'- 
nifh the Commonwealth -with Jiibje^s. ^This is not 
praSifed in Francei nin^ do I remember to haw 
met with the Uaft trace of Jiich a cuftom in airf 
other country i 

fbe Romans drew their greateft revenue from 
their viSories and conquefis. But mw-adays^ 

* ?. * Sigonioa de Jure loilw k Frovincianliii. 
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by thf mam§er in wbicb places ar£ fanified, tmd 
ly the, ai^Ules of cojpitulatiMj wbicb art alwajfi 
fir tbifocurity and advaniage of tbe inbMuuUs^ 
towns and fiaas tbat. furrmder^ noceffmly m^ 
bonce Sbe expence of the war^ witbout contribu-^ 
t^ any great matter to eafe or make amends for 
itsxboo;ges^ mdi^ferbaps in tbe cafe of frmitier 
fpwns^ tbegarrijimi wbereojmayf^bly be nuun- 
tasmd by means of contribntions.] 
^ Among the Romans, the Treafiuy never 
paid any impofts, tdijs, duties of «try, or 
cuftoaos of import for whatever was defigned 
for cbe uf^ ot die. JPiince's houfliold ^, In 
France^ the wine deCgned for the King's ta- 
hie, (he iadiy and every thing elfe for the ier- 
vice ixmi ufe of his houihold pay the duties. 

Theprovifioos wd.munitioos defigned for 
the at. n»ies and foldiay were £iee of all dudes % 
In Fraaoe they are fubjcfl lo them» and have 
no n»ore*«xefnption thflui others. 

Atnoog the Rooianst monqK>lies, that is 
to fay^ the folc and exdufive right of felling 
cenaiiiX kinds of meidiandife and commodi- 
ties, were granted at' firft upon the payment 
of a certain fine, but. were afterwards* abcH 
liflied \ Tht very name of a monopoly ht^ 
came: at li^ fo v^iy odious to the Romans, 
thjtf* the Emperor Tibeiius beii^ mtndod to 
ulethc/word, durftnotdqic, till afurJie had 
afl^ kave pf the Senafitv . 

The Odio^ces of :the Kings of France are 
very expreft in forbiddiag all monopoiies. 
• * [But tbefe are derogated from in tbe cafe of 

* I. 8. «//. J. .19. /. De PubFicttis. 

Bodis 
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S^ks Mi BooifeUerSj {to whom Authors baw 
fold tbi property they have m their works) to 
whom the Prince ft^ grams exclufive privil^es i 
msi in favour of fomt Companies with regard ta 
•fomefore^€$mmoditiesJii 

The hnds of the Imperial Demefbe, and 
thofe that belonged to the Churches were all 
fubjt& to the chargts of the State among .the 
Romans : but in France thofe of the Deme(he 
are liable to none. 

Aoxmg the Ronuns, when the Ezcheaoer 
fold the lands of a private perfon, the abfblute 
property diercof was transferred * : but this is 
not the .pra&ice in Frattce. 

The nafty^ unfeemly^ and tyrannical ex^ifes 
which the avarice of the Romans, invented^ 
never were heard of». and are utterly unknown 
in France. . 

The Kings of France generally give away 
all the con^feations' that aocrue to them ; but 
it was;not>ib much as allowable to petition for 
tfa6m amoc^ the Romans K 

The xxcmsc of the Exchequer receives no 
acceffion in France froin ceftamentary fiiccef- 
fi(Mis, whkh contributed lb much to fill it a* 
mong the Romans. : 

. It was not! allowed amoi^ diem to. borrow 
any money from the officers of the revenue ^ ; 
whereas nothing n snort common in France. 

Somedmes they forced the public farmers 
of the revenue. to continue their Birms,. after 
their kaies were expired, upon the foot of their 

^ L,t.i3ti> Cod. De C^adrien. pnefcriptione. 
' C. De petitioBC boBomm fublatau 
<£.!.& 12. 2. C. De his qui cz pablicit ratknibos 
peamiam accepenmt. 

former 
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former articles ^. I have, never found Mif m« 
ftance of fuch a pra&ioe in Franoe. 
t Judgments given and fencences prcMionoed 
by Courts of judicature againft the Excheqfiier 
among the Romans might be revieived, its 
craftod and reverled by them any time -within 
three years K In France the fenneis of the 
King's revenue are obliged to prooeed in the 
ufual forms, by exoeptions, and pecitsons* 

The bonds and recognizances of iiich as 
were condemned to pay any fum to the Ro* 
man Exchequer, were only obligatory upon 
ihem for their particular fhare, except in cafe 
of the infolvency of the other parties *". la 
France thefe bonds oblige each peribn for the 
whole fum. 

Among. the Romansrithe binding of each 
partner in a farm of the revenue for the whole 
film due on account of the tallies and other 
impofts, was not in ufe* It takes place how^ 
ever in France, in caie of not making up die 
tax-foUs, of infolvency on the part of tltt 
collectors, and of bmiffions in the levies. 

The farmers general atoiong the Romans 
were frequently perfons. of illufbious and no- 
ble families. We read in Tacitus, . that Ger^ 
manxuis, eldeft fon to the Emperor, went to 
levy the taxes in the Provinces of Gaul, when 
the legions mutinied ^ The Publicans in France 
are not very food of pretending to be of (6 
good fiunilies % and the goods (^ fortune ufu«* 

k L.$aLff, De PahUcanii. 

' L. uiti^. C. De fentoidii ndrttRn fifimm tetnAoiifiL 

* L. Aafcrmr. §. uU.Jl Dc jure flfci. 

' Tsdt. JmuU. 1. I, 

ally 
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atty {fX^t ta make them amends for their de^^ 
feds tn birth and quality. 
' Among the Romans, in cafe there was the 
kaft doobc in any afiair wherein the Exche^ 
qoer was concerned, the law dlre&ed that fen- 
tenoG^lboold be given againft it "" : and Pliny 
in his Fanqaryric &ys, that Trajan caufed this 
law to be flnaiy obferved "• In France they 
are much more jealous of the Prince's rights, 
and have good realbn to be fo ; for it is the 
firft and moft important point of juftice to 
maintain the rights of the Crown, and not 
give them or let them be invaded and taken 
away either out of vanity, or in a view of 
gaining the favour of the people, as the Ro-. 
man Emperors did, who as they were raifed 
to the tiirone only by eleftion, had confequent-* 
]y no better way to maintain themfelves in the 
pofleflion of it, but by flattering the pallions 
and gratifying the interefts of particular per- 
ions. 

It looks as if the Romans had always 
•• [more care than is generally taken in France 
t^ bow] money ready on all emergencies and 
neoeffities of their a^airs to anfwer the occa-- 
fions of the State. Soch was the Aurum m- 
ceftmarium mentioned by Pliny ; fuch was the 
three thopiand pounds of gold which Julius 
Qelar feized on, as Suetonius relates; and 
fiich in fine was the money that Appian fjpeaks 
of, wluch had been defigned for the war9t}f 
the Gauls. 

The fempcrors that moft diftinguiflied 
ihemfelvcs by their wifdom and abilities, were 

• I. 10./! Dc jure fifci*. 

f .4 ttb bono PriACipe fifci fiepiffimc omik cadic. 

very 
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very laving of the pablic money : they hid 
it down for a maxim that they could, not ma.* 
nagc their revenue with too much OBeonomy 
and fru^ity'j fince if they fquandcrcd it 
away out of any ambitious or other views^ 
they fliould be obliged to have recowfe to vt-« 
olent and oppreffive meafures co bring frefli 
fupplies into their treafury. 

The Emperors generally kept immenfe fuma 
\ in refervc. Jdius Caefiur by his will left eve- 
ry Roman citizen a legacy of three handled 
fefterces. Auguftus left a thoufand crowns to 
every foldier of the Prsctorian bands^ which 
were not lefi in number than ten dioufand men ; 
and three hundred crowns to every one of 
thofe that ferved in the legions ^ He be- 
queadied likewife feveral other legacies, fbme 
of which amounted to twenty thdofuid fsS* 
terces. This Prmce had drawn up with his 
own hand, a particular account of all the re- 
venues of the Empire \ 

When Tiberius Caefar died, there was found 
in the Treaiiiry near an hundred millions of 
money ; which Caligula his fucceflor took care 
to fquaiKler away in lefs than three years time % 
an extravagance for which his nephew Nero 
thoi^ht him worthy of his admiration '• 

There muft certainly have been a vaft deal 
of money in the Exchequer at the time of 
Flavins Vefpafian's death, if we confider the 
length of his reign, his exceffive avarice, and 
the great number of excifes and impofts that 

« fiuit. Amud, L 2. 

^ Suetonius in.JuUo S3. Idim in Anptfto 102. 

^ Dion Caffius^ Tacit. AnnaL ' 

' ]Gpbilimu* Snit$mus tM Ntmu, c. ^o. 

he 
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he had levied upon the people of the Empire. 
TitQithat fuccceded hun muft c<mrequent]y 
have had fufficient means to gratify and in« 
dulge the generofity of his nature, and the 
ftrong inclination which he had to be bounti- 
ful, and which made him look upon every day 
as loft, that had not been diftinguiifaed by 
fome remarkable aft of his beneficence ^ 

The avarice of his father had put him in a 
condition and fupplied him wherewithal to be 
liberal : and if he owed his virtues to nobody 
but himfelf, he owed however to Flavins Vef- 
pafian's faving talents the exceeding pleafore 
he felt in making every day of his reign fome 
perfon or other happy ; a pleafurc, the value 
of which he feemed well to underftand, when 
he faid, ^ai no per/an whatever ought to go 
awoff difetnaerUed from the Princes frefence or 
cmoerfation \ 

There was alfo among the Romans an oe* 
conomy that may be confidered as a kind of 
fund, which without any real addition to thofe 
of the Aepublic, was however a great refource 
for it on occafion, and enabled private perjbns 
to aflift it with very confiderable and feafona* 
ble fuppUes. I fpeak of the regulation made 
by the Agrarian Law, concerning the parti-* 
tion and diftribution of lands. According to 
the terms of that law, nobody could enjqy and 
hold above five hundred acres of land, nor 
mcxe than an hundred head of large cattle, or 
above five hundred of fmall. The number 
too of flaves or freed-men, which every one 

^ Amid diem perdidi. Suettm. in Tti9, c. 8. ^ 
^ Non oportec qaemquam ^ fermone Principis triAem 
difcedcre. Suttomus in Ttto, c. 8. . 

might 
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might have, was rq^ated, for fear the omlr 
titude of flavcs ihould incitafe beyond mcsi- 
fuit, and exceed the proportion that it oughc 
to bear to the number of the freemen. This 
law, though very wife in its inftitution, was 
the fburce of almoft all the feditions that in« 
fefted Rome, and proved at laft a main cauie 
of the ruin 6i that flourifhing Republic \ 



CHAP. XX- 

Of the Superintendants of the Revenue 
among the Romans. 

T Hough the officers of the revenue fteni 
to ht very difierent in Frlmce, from 
thofe who had the management of it among 
the Romans, yet thefe laft bore a good deal 
of refemblance to the French, in refpeft of 
their fiindions. 

The Romans had amons them Superinten- 
dants of the revenue, whole names frequently 
varied : but authors do not well agree with 
one another as to the time when this office was 
eredted. 

Ulpian following the authority of Grac* 
chub Junius, fays, that in the reigns of Ro- 
mulus and Numa, there were two Superinten- 
dants of the revenue, and that they were cho* 
fen by the votes of the people. He adds how- 
ever, that the more common opinion was> 
that they owed their inftitution to TuUus Ho- 

? 7*. Liiiiutf J^4m. 1, i, Ji Bill CMl c, 2. 

fiilius: 
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ftilius : but Dionyfius of HalicarnafTus doth 
not fay a word upon the fubjcft \ 

Pomponius relates, that they were not eila- 
blifhed till the revenue came to be increafed 
confiderably ^ : and he places them later in 
time than the Kings, the Confuls, the Cenfors^ 
the Dictators, the Tribunes of the people, and 
the JEdiles. Livy faya nothing at all of their 
creation. 

Tacitus feems to agree with Ulpian, and 
fays, that they were inilituced under the 
Kings ^ At firft the Confuls had the power 
of naming them : but the people afterwards 
aflumed the choice of thefe officers to thenv 
ieives ; which happened about fixty three years 
after the Monarchical Government was abo«» 
lilhed. 

Livy obfcrves, that the Patricians were aC 
£rft the only perfons capable of being ad« 
vanced to this office ; and fays, that Valerius 
Pofthumius and ^milius Mamercus were the 
firft of the Plebeian Order that were ever in- 
yefted with it : which happened, according to 
Tacitus*s account, a little before the ficge of 
Veii K 

1 Thefe officers went along with the troops 
into the field, and were not unlike the Inten* 
dants of the army in France ^ only they had 

* L, \.ff. Dt officio Qaaellons. 

^ L. z.ff. De originc JqHs, J. zi. 

* Quaeftores fab Rcgibus etiam infliditi fuht, quod lex 
Curiau oftcndit ab Lucio Brute repcrta ; manfitque Conftf- 
Iibu» poteftas deligendi cos, donee cum qnoque honoteni 
popalus maudaret. Jnnai 1. 9. 

* I. 4, «. 31, 

\^ the 
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the abfolute difpofal of all the money^ and re* 
gulated all the expences of the war % 

The bufinefs of their poft inoeaGi^, two 
more were afterwards created ; whole particu- 
]ar province was to take care of afiairs at 
Rome, and they never ftirred from the city ^ 
In procefs of time, they created likewife four 
others k In fhort, fome years after, Sylla 
created twenty, in order to fill up twenty 
places, that were Vacant in the Senate ^. This 
poft was given at firft gratis ; till Dolabelk 
got an ordinance to be msule, that fuch as 
fhould be advanced to it^ fliould pay every 
year out of their own purfe, the charges cf 
the combats of gladiators : but fome time af* 
tcr they were eafcd of this expence. Plutarch 
in the Life of Valerius Publicola fays, that he 
allowed the people to create two Superbten* 
dants of the revenue, the firft of which wert 
Publius Verrimius and Marcus Minutius, widi 
the power of compelling all the citizens to 
contribute towards the charges of the war^ in 
proportion to their refpefbive abilities 1 and 
that they levied at that time an hundred and 
twenty thoufand lefterces of brafs, which were 
depofired in the temple of Satum. This ihews 
that there is a good deal of uncertainty as tm 
the original of thefe Superintendants. 

« Creati funt Quaeftores Pofthumius Be Mamcftos, at 
rem milicarem comitarentui. Jmal. 1. 9. 

^ Deinde glifcentibus ncgotiii, duo additi qui Ronue 
cuiarent. Tacit. Annal, 1. 9. 

< Mox dujplicatar munerus 'ftipendiaiiS jam Italia^ & 
accidentibus'Provinciaram veAigalibus. IHd, 

* Poft lege Syllae, viginri creati fupplcndo Senatui^ csi 
jadicia cnulidcnt SjUa. Ibid. 

However 
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HbWctcr it wso, two of them only irfidcd 
conftantiy at Kome^ and t1ief<t took care to 
enter in the pablio Regifter an account of all 
receipts and difburfements of money. The 
otkers were cither in the Annies or in the Pro- 
vince, employed in the management of the 
poblic revenues, the impofts, and the money 
that was made of the booty taken from the 
enemy \ They carried along with them ^ 
Secretary or R^ilter, who entered all the ac- 
counts, and fcrVed fbr a kind of Comptroller. 

Thefe officers were called Quaeftors tiU the , 

time of Augoihis Csdar, who allowed the Se- 
nate to ct«8te and chafe at Rome, Superintend 
dams of the revenue. The Senate, as Sueto- 
nius relates, transferred all the power and aa^ 
thority of that office upori tlie Praetors, and 
the Praetorians *. Tacitus fays however, that 
Augoftos gave kave for the chufing of the 
Pra?fe6ts to be Suptrintetidams ; but that bri- 
bery being ufed to gain fuffrages in this ele- 
Ckion, and the cpfruption fpreading, they were 
afterwards drawn by lot \ and at laft, as the 
lot fell frcquendy upon perfons not well qua- 
lified for the poft, the Emperor Claudius re- 
vived the office of Quscftors *. They did not 
long enjoy then- power upon this re-eftablifli- 
nvent ; for the charge foon pa^ again into 
the hands of the Praefefts and Praetors •, and 
continued a good ^^hJle in the hands of the 
latter, whatevef t\inciro'flus fays to the contra- 
ry : for it is certain that before, the reign of 
Vefpaffan Md bis rraim to Rovne, the Sapsr- 

* PBn.Jitn, i. 2. Ep. 4. 
^ Sutton, in Jt^ujlo, c. 3. 
' Affial. I 13. 

L 2 intendancy 
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intendancy of the revenue was entrufted again 
to the care of the Praetors ». 

The Quaeftors were afterwards re-inftated in 
their office ; for Aulus Gellius relates, that in 
his time the chief direction of the revenue was 
in the hands of the Praefeft of the Treafmy, 
and that it had been transferred from the Quae- 
ftors to this Magiftrate ». Now, as AdIib 
Gellius lived in the reigns of Adrian and the 
Antonini, it is very probable that the Supcr- 
intendants were confirmed under thofc Empe- 
rors. 

Thefe Superintendants were called PrafeSi 
JErarii^ and had a contentious jurifdi&ion ; 
for they judged and decided all caufes relatii^ 
to the Exchequer •. 

Vopifcus fays, that they were ftill fubfifting 
in the time of the Emperor Aurelian : which 
however muft be undcrftood of thofe Prsefc^ 
or Superintendants that refided at Rome, and 
never quitted the city p. Dion Caflius relates, 
chat Auguftus revoked their commiffiony and 
fent Procurators fifcal in their ftead, who were 
ftiled Procuratores Cafaris. Thefe laft took 
care of levying the tallies or fubfidies upon 
Janci, the taxes and impofts of all kinds, and 
in general, all the rights and dues of the Im- 
perial Demefiie^ They were judges of all 

* Praetorcs serarn (nam tunc \ Praetoribas tia&ibator 
^rarium) publicam paupertacem ^uelli modum publicis 
cxpenfis podulaverunc. Tacit, Hift, 1. 4. 

^ Per Quacdorem inteUigi nunc opoitet Pnefedhim ^ia« 
no ; nam cnra Sxm l> Quaeftoribiu ad Pxsefcdum trmflau 
eft. A, GelLl 13. c. 23. 

® L. Cum quidam. ff, De his quibos indlgols, Cs^r. 

' L. 13. £^43. 

« £. 12. 5. L. Ubi caufie fifcales. L 3. C. $$4. 

difputCS 
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difputcs and diflferences, wherein the Exche- 
quer was any way interefted or concerned ; 
and fometimes alio they had fmall Govern- 
ments. Thus we find that Pontius Pilate was 
At the fame time Governor of Judaea, and the 
Emperor's Procurator fifcal in the Province. 

Such were the various names and employ* 
ments vrfiich the Superintendants of the reve- 
nue bore till the reign of Conftantine the 
Great, who fuppreffed all thofe names or titles 
of office, and created two other charges of 
Superintcndant 5 one of which was ftiled Ctma 
facrarum largttionum^ and the other went under 
the denomination of C&mes rerum privatarum. 
The firft had the adminiftration of all the pub- 
lic money ; the fecond had the direftion of the 
Imperial Dcmefne. The former paid the boun« 
ties and largeffes of the Emperor, which be- 
fore Aurelian's time were diftributed by cer- 
tain officers called Siucefiores Candidati -, to 
whom fucceeded the ^aftores jErarii^ who 
were inftifuted (as we are informed by Lam- 
pridius) by the Eniperor ATe^tander Scverus, 
and continued till the time 'of Conftantine. 
This great officer was ftiled Comes^ a new title 
of honour created by the laft mentioned Em- 
peror, and annexed by him to the principal 
and moft diftlnguifhed offices of the Imperial 
Houlhold, fuch as that of Comes domefticorum 
equitutn 6? peditum. He was called Comes lar- 
gitionumj bccaufe the greateft expence in which 
the Emperors were involved after the change 
of the Commonwealth into a Monarchy, was 
the largeffes which they were obliged to make 
from time to time, to gain and preferve the 
good- will of the people \ \ 

I ZoJimuSf 1. 2. . 
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This officer was honoured wit^ the fiik of 
lUuflriouSj a difting^iiihed title, which waf 
only given to the twelve principal o^cere c^ 
the Crown, as may be feen in the Notitia Imr 
ftrii. The arms of his olficF were a red b^o]^ 
upon a table, pp the back whereof w^s repfe* 
fenced st golden head of the Emperor between 
the edges which were of gold \ the cover of 
the book was of filver, wich borders of gpl4 
in the angles and extremities : underneath was 
engraved the word L^rgUion^s^ with feveral 
pieces of gold and filver c<Nn \ and fome vef- 
(els or little cofiers that feemed foil of the 
}ike pieces. 



CHAP. XXL 

Of the OJicers employed under tbe Super^ 
intendaht of tke Revenue. 

THERE were in the Provinces feveral 
officers tp jeceive and execute die Su- 
p^^rintendant's orders, who were diftingpilhed 
by the name of P^la/ini ». 

There were a^fo fix officers called Comiles 
lar^iiionumy whofe diftridls were allotted in 
the Eaft, in Egypt, Thr^icc and Macedonia : 
they paid the troops, aad haci only the title 
of Perfe£li(Jimi \ Their jqrifdidion was much 
of the fame nature as that which the Court of 
Aides and the Chamt)er of the Treafury en- 

• L. I . C. De offic. facrarnm largitipnmn, 
L. 3. C. Dc diverfis officiis. ' 

* L. J. C, Dc miliuri vcftc. 

joy 
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joy at prefont in France S They went like . 
wife by the name of Rationales^ and were en- 
trufted with the care of levying the impofts 
and ezcifes. 

It may not be improper jufl: to take notice 
on this 0CGa(i0Q» that there were among the 
Romans fire titko, which rqgulated the ranks 
of the perAm to whom they were given, or 
to whofe office they were annexed. The firft 
was that oillb^sh the fecond that of Sfc£la- 
bUhi the thin^ that oS Clariffipfus ; the fourth 
that of Berfdtiffivws % and tiie fifth that of 

The officers, honoured and diftinguifhed 
by the title of C^nUUs langitmuvfy fucceedcd 
to the Procuratores Cajaris^ whij(;h bad been 
inftituted by Auguftus \ 
' The Superinfienduit had likewife under him 
ieveral Intendants or Commiffioners qf trade 
and commerce, called C&mtes cmnnrcwrum. 
They were the perfons that provided and 
bought the furniture, gQod$, ftufis, and jewels. 
fiir the Emperor's houlhold : a^id are called in 
the Code by the come of N^uUores \ 

There were fourlDiredor^ or Intendants of 
commerce ; one in the Eaft, who ierved alfo 
for Egypt ; one in Myfia i another; for Scy- 
thia and Pontus*, and the fourth in Illyria. 
Thefe are likewife ililed Mtrcbanfs in the 
Codc^ 

^ L, Ubi caufs fifcales agi debeant. 
Ir. 13. C Finiam regundorum. 
* Dion Cajfiusj I. 53. 

« L. Ncgotiatorcs. C Dc cxcufat. munerum. 
' L^.C.Dt Epifcopali, & 1. 1. C. Dc mcrcatoribus. 

L 4 The 
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The Diredor of commerce in the Eaft 
purchafed filk, precious ftones and wool; a 
pound of filk was at that time worth a poand 
of gold. He bought alfo drugs and perfiimes 
in Egypt r. 

Thele Intendants of commeroe bad &laries 
from the State. There was only one of them 
in the Weft, who was fixed and itfided in Il< 
lyria \ 

The Treafurers or Receivers general of the 
revenue depended alfo on the Superintendant >. 
The oiEces of thefe general Receivers were 
called Metropoks or Stationes. A purchaier 
had all manner of fecurity iii what he boi:^t9 
not only with regard to the officers of the ge- 
neral Receipt for the diftrid: in which the 
thing fold was fituated^ but likewife with re- 
gard to all others. If the Exchequer fuc- 
ceeded ro a creditor who had dwellings in dif- 
ferent general Receipts, the fureties were clear- 
ed and recognizances cancelled. Thefe Re- 
ceivers or Treafurers were called fbefaurarii K 

The Great Mafter or Director general of the 
mines was likewife fubordinate to the Super- 
intendant of * the revenue. This officer took 
care of the payment of all t^t was due to die 
Emperor on account of metals that were got 
out of the mines * y and he received for the 
gold that was found on the fides of rivers or 
dug in the mines, at the rate of feven or eight 

« L. 2. Qua vcndi non pofliint. Fopyius in AurtL Piin, 

1 I' 

° L. unic. C, De Annonis. 

* 7e/^*- ^f^ff' Judaic, L. I. C. De Compcnf. 

"^ Z,. I. C. Nc fifcus. I. D/«. C. Dc Sufccptoribw A: 
Arcariis, ffT I. i c . C. T^/w/. Dc divcrfi* officia 

/ Q, «. D. I. Per annos. C. De Mcullis. 

fcrupl^ 
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icruplcs (f . e. feven or eight fear and twentieths 
of an ounce) in the pound. The payment of 
this duty was made in gold duft, and not in 
gold refined ""^ Thefirifl: was called Aurum in 
Balucca \ the lecond fort was ftiled Jurum obri- 
zum ; and the fcrapings or parings of gokl 
were termed jluriria. 

' The Great Mafter or Intendant of the mines 
was created and refided generally in lUyriat 
where there were abundance of mines that af- 
forded great quantities of gpld ". Cafliodorus 
writes, that they were difcovered and firft be- 
gan to be worked in the 59ad year after the 
foundation of Rome : and Pliny lays, that in 
Nero's time they got out of them above fifty 
pounds of gold a day ^ This officer had fe- 
Teral clerks or agents under him, whowert 
employed in Myfia, Macedonia, and Dacia. 

In the Weft, this DircAor of the mines was 
called Comes auri ^ : and the Emperor Valen- 
tinian writing to him, gives him the title of 
LaudabUitas tua. 

The Intendant of the Treafury in Egypt^ 
who is ftiled Cmnes rat'umlis ^gyptu depend- 
ed in like manner upon the Superintendant of 
the revenue. He had the management and or- 
dering of the Efcheats, the duries on commo- 
dities exported and imported, and of all kinds 
of merchandile that came from Arabia ; which 
coft an infinite deal of money, accoiding to 

» £. I. C. De Metallis. L. Pollaz. 

» TiV. U<v. Dtcad, 6. 1. 5. 

* £. 33. c, 4. L. Procuntores. C. De metallariiik 

L. 7. C. 7%M^. De McuUis, 
' L* I. C. De metaL Largic 

Plinyj 
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Pliny ^ ; and the duties whereof, in proportk>ii 
amounted to very cMficknble fums \ 

There were in the Weft elevtn of thefe In- 
tendlaoca called RjUkmku W Prgct^atons Ca- 
/oris. In the Eaft tb^as wi» nooe but the In- 
ttn^nt oi Egypt I for the buiinefs of the 
charge was done by the Provincial officers 
filled C0mit0<s largitiitnum* Tacitus takes no* 
tice of feveral inftafices to this purpofe ^ « 

The IntMdant of the linnen was alio fubor- 
dinate to the . SuperinceDdant of the revenue. 
This poft took in a vaft di(h-i£l : and the of« 
fioar invefted with it in the. Weft was called 

Befides thefe there wem alfo Gre^t Matters 
of the Wardrobe, ftiled H^ private Mag^ri: 
n^ were aiio under the dire&ion, ^d fubje& 
to the orders, of the Superinfiendaot of the re- 
venue ". 

The Ineendants of the mandaAores, who 
were called Proeur^ores GyucdBorum^ aad h»d 
the infpeftion over all the workmen emptoyed 
in making the Emperor's ftu£^, were alfo un- 
der the dire&ion q£ the Saperintcndant of the 
revenue "". 

There were in the Weft fifteen of thefe 
manu&&uries of ftuffi, and confequendy fif- 
teen intendants. 

^ PhlfilWOi ffillki cpnttn^ pillia feflcrtium ibfiu^ebaiit. 

Plitt. ]. 22. C. 1 8. 

' Millies qalnquagies centena millium aureomn U am- 
pliua. Ibid. 
^ ^ 4- i8. 12. Lamfrid. in Jkxandr9. 
^ Z. Siquis ez corpoi«» C. De Mfvilcgiis. 

L. Veftis. $. \.ff. De aiuo & argenco legato. 
* L, 2. C. De Murilegiia. i. P^i?ate. €• 
^ /,. I.e. DcVcftc. 

The 
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The Imendants of the Dye«houfes depended 
likewiie on the Superintendant of the revenue. 
There were fevcral of th?n), wd they wert 
called Procuratores B^Uorum. There was one 
particularly fixed at Tyre in Syria. Thefe In- 
(epdants ai)d the wo^km^n employed in the 
dying manufii&^re gave f^ ci^rity at their ad<- 
mittance intQ their o$c^ Qr t^tifmefs ""• 

The Intendants of the Mint were in lik« 
manner fubordinate to t|ie SMpennfiendant, ac- 
5:prdi^g to Calliodqrus. Th^y were ftile4 
Prvcuratores Mim$(nru9h or /Sm M^^ra^ 
tus \ 

To fay in this p)ape ibm^hin^ of their aio^ 
ney : Six Aurei folidi B^^4p 9A ounce^ aQ4 fe* 
vei^ty ^wo (11^ 9 poiyid Qf gold, which eon- 
Hfted pf twelve onncep. (^oftft^i^oe thf X^^ 
caufed a crofi p t>P engr^ed Qn the r«verir 
pf i^ coin, aod i^d the puQc^ pf gpld to 

JUampri^iur FeW(e«« ^t tho i^ps^ ffe^^ 
^d^f had ca^ied piecfs pf gpld to be cpined 
that weighed two ppunc^ ^ but that Alexander 
Sevenis called thipqi in, ;^d hs^d ihem al} 
R^eltjed down to be cpipcd into fm^lier pic<:4S 
si the value of half a Soji^us^ or half a crown, 
and of the third p^rt of a ^Mi^s of gold, fpr 
the convenience of the peppje, ^d the mom 
ready and eafy payment of the tallies apd fub- 
fidies, becaufe a gre^t many perfons fubjeft 
to thofe taxes were to psiy pnly the third part 

^ I. 2. C. Privatae. C. De Munlegiis. L^trnfrid. im 
JUxandro. D, L. 2. L. 19. v€t. C. De vefte hQlo&r^ 
Efifibsus Hijbr. Ecclefiajt. 

' L. 1 . C. Pe Annonifl. 

7 L. 2. C«/. n«9^ De pcmdere aarL L. vH, C. Dt 
yeteri poteftate. L. 1. C. Tit^A/.. 

or 
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or the half of a Solidus of gold ; amounting 
the one to the eighteenth, and the other to the 
twelfth part of the ounce of gold *. 

The pound of filver weighed a Afina, and 
contained ninety-fix drachms, or ninety^four 
Denarii. It was divided like that of gold in- 
to twelve ounces^ the ounce into two Sialeres 
or half ounces, the Siater into two SicUici^ and 
the Sicilicus into two drachms *• 

A Solidus^ or crown of gpld called Solidus 
or AufeuSy was equal in value to two ounces 
of filver : but the Emperor Valentinian funk 
the filver, and ordered that five Solidi of gold 
fhould pafs in payments for the value of twelve 
ounces or a pound of filver ^ 

The ounce of filVer was worth ten pounds 
of brafs ; and twenty pounds of brafi money 
was equal in value to a Solidus of gold S 

The heads of the Emperors were en^ved 
upon their coin. The coiners and their chil- 
dren were tied down to the mint in which they 
worked. Thefe mintmen, in the Emperor 
Aurelian's time, coined falfe money, murdered 
their Intendant, and raifed an infurreAion. 
The people of the Provinces were obliged to 
fumilh coal for the forges of the mint. It is 
not certainly known how many mints there 
were in the Eaft, but ther^ were fix in the 
Weft-. 

* In Alexandre^ /. 3. De milkari vcftc. L. Jubcmus. 
C. De erogat. militaris anoonae. 

■ P/in^L 33. c 9. 

•* L Quotics. C. Dc fufccptor. L 1. De argenti pretio. 

* Z,. I Dc collat. XTis. 

* L. 2. Cod. Theod, De ponderib. ^c^ L. ult. Dc vetcris 
nummi poteft. L, r. C. Edicixnusy CsT L. u!t, De Murireg. 
fcff. Smdaj, Aurehtn Vi^ory V&fifcMS^ Euiropius, L. 2. 
Dp excufat. muotrum. 

The 
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The Intendants of the Imperial carriages 
were fubjeft to the orders of the Superintend 
dant of the revenue : they were, called Prapo^ 
Jtti Baft0g(irum ^ 

The Direftors of the flax, called Procura- 
tores Linificiorum or Lympharii^ were alfo fub- 
ordinate to the Superintendant. Their fun- 
Aion or bufinefs was to gather the flax, to 
keep it, and to buy it, before it was worked 
in any manner ^ : they were looked upon as 
iitde better than flaves. It is uncertain how 
many there were of thefe Dircdors in the 
Eaft -, but there were two in the Weft, the 
one at Vienna, the other at Ravenna. 



CHAP. XXII. 

Of the Offices that depended on the Super- 
intendant of the Revenue. 

THERE were under the Superintcn- 
dant eleven Ofiices, which the Romans 
termed Scriniaria. 

The firfl: was the office for the receipt of 
gold, called Scrinium Canonum^ Canon here 
imports the fame thing as tribute ; and is the 
quantity of gold which was taken out of the 
taxes raifed upon the people, and carried to 
the General Receiver's ofiice or to the Exche- 
quer, and what is called in France the fhare of 

« fiaftaga efl oniu tiansferendi res p^blicas vel Principis. 
L 3- Cod. De Cohortalibus. 

^ L. I. C. Dc quibua muncribvis. i. Siquis. C. Dc Mu- 
rileg. 

the 
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the Royal Trcafury. The PrafeRus Pf^etorii 
kept pare of the taxes in his hands to pay the 
local charges \ 

The firft Commiffioner of the office of tht 
Receipt of gold* had the title given him of 
PerfeStiffimus. The ftcond was called DuctHa- 
riusy that is to fay, commander cf two hun- 
dred men, clerks or foldiers. The thkd was 
ftiled CentenarhiSi as having one hundred men 
under him. Next to thefe were the Secitta- 
lies, called Epijiolaresy Who upon the Super- 
intendant's orders wrote all the letttrs about 
levying the taxes and duties that were feitt t^ 
the Governors of the Provinces. They hud 
all falaries from the State, and were ten in 
number, but there were two of them above 
the reft. The fixth Commiffioner of this of- 
fice was fent every year into Phoenicia, to hin- 
der the clandeftine commerce for purple \ 

The fecond office confifted of Regifters, 
Comptrollers, or Keepers of the Rolls, ftiled 
Tabularii ^ 

The funftion' and buflnefi of thefe officers 
confifted in drawing up the bonds, leafes, rc- 
cojgnizances, and other inftrutfients for every 
thing that any way related to the revenue, the 
acquittances for fuch as were accountable to the 
Exchequer and paid their aifeflhients for the 
tallies. There were a vaft number of people 
employed in this office. The chief of them 
was called Prirnicerius^ and bore the ^kle of 
PerfeSHJ/imus. The fecond was called CffHe- 

* yuftin. Edia, 4. f I. I. Placet. I. i. C Dtt Prae- 
dib. I. ult. De Canone. I^tn^lL 162. S- <* 

* L. Vet C. Dc vcftibttj hofofcrica. 

* Z. 3. C. De Tabukriis, ^ L. g.ff. Dc Legatis. 

narius^ 
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narius^ becaufe he had an hundred perfotls un- 
der him ; and was diftinguilhed with the fame 
title of honour as the firft. 

There were nine other officers or Clerks, 
who were employed in the difpatches of the 
office, and had different falaries or ftipends ac^ 
cording to the degrees of their pofts \ 

The third office was compofed of Conimif- 
fioners appointed to take care of the accounts, 
and called Numerarii. They drew up the 
ftate of the revenue, with the accounts of re- 
ceipt and expence ; caUed all that were charged 
with any receipt to account 5 and cMrcifed al- 
ftioft all the fun<aions of the officers of the 
Cbambre des Comptes at Paris. There were fe- 
veral degrees of officers in this office ; they 
were advanced to them gradually, and when 
they came at laft to be chief or firft Commif- 
fioners, they had the privilege of being ex- 
empted from furnilhing horfes, and fending to 
the war any of that young militia which were 
called Jtrcmes ^. 

The fourth office was that of the Commif- 
fioners appointed to take care of the gold bul- 
Uon : and all the gold that was in ingots, or 
uncoined, was entered in the Books or Regi- 
fters of this office ^ We fee by a law of the 
Emperor Gratian's, that there were four ranks 
or clojffis of Commiffioners or Clerks m this 
office. The firft kept an account of the gold 
in bullion ; the chief of thefe was called Pri- 
micerm Majfa^ and was honoured With the ti- 
tle of PerfeEtxJfxfnus of the third rank. He 



* Z. 7. C. De Palat. (acr. laTgidonum. 

« I. Palat. C. De Palat. facr. Jargitionum. 

f L Quintus. J. ult.ff, Dt aiuo & argento legato. 

diat 
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that was at the head of the fecond clals, had 
likewifc the title of Perfeaiffimus. The Erft 
of the third clals was odled ^ertiocerius^ and 
he of the fourth Qj^artocerius. BeCdes theie, 
and inferior to them in place and dignity, there 
were fix other o£5cen, and four Secretaries, 
whofe employment was to write letters to the 
Governors of Provinces. 

The fecond clais of this office was compofed 
of fuch as were concerned in manufa<fluring 
gold fluffs for the fcrvice of the Emperor. 

In the third clafs an account was kept of all 
the fpecies of gold that were coined every day : 
And in fine, the fourth clafs was compoied of 
goldfmichs employed in making rings, hiuce- 
lets, and other ornaments, vefTels, and all 
kinds of plate in gold ^ 

The fifth office confifted of fuch as diflri- 
buted and kept accounts of the gold affigned 
for the charge and expence of the Exprefles 
which the Emperors and the Generals had oc- 
cafion to fend into the Provinces and to the 
armies. It was (tiled the Scrimum auri ad Re- 
ffonfum^ becaufe the orders of the Emperor 
and the Miniflers were termed Refp^nfa \ and 
it is for this reafon xhztfervire ad Rifponfum 
fignifies to exercife the function of a Courier 
of the Cabinet \ There were in this office a 
great many Cbmmiffioners, Clerks, or Offi- 
cers, fome of which had the tide of PttfeSip^ 
ftmi. 

The fixth office was that of the Wardrobe. 
There were in it three cla0cs of writers and 
officers. 

» L Scrin'ii. C Dc Palat. facr. laigit. 
^ Pr9C9pius De bello Vandalico. 

I. Such 
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1. Such as tcx)k care of the cloathing of the 
troops, and kept an account of the cloaths 
which the people were obliged to furnilh for 
the foldiers, and of thofe which were iffucd 
out of the office, and delivered to the Colo- 
nels and Generals of the army. 

2, Such as had the chaise of the Wardrobes 
of the Emperor and the Emprefs. 

• 3. The. Writers who entered in books what* 
ever the other Clerks or Commiflioners die* 
tated. 

The fevcnth office was that of the Empe^ 
ror*s filver plate, and was ftiled Scrinium ab 
^rgento. 

In the eighth office were the workmen em- 
ployed in making gold rings, and a fort of 
filver money, called Mlliarenfts^ of the value ' 
of a tenth part of a crown or Solidus of gold 9 
and worth about two pence of our money. 
As it ferved for the payment of the troops, 
there was a vaft quantity of it coined. 

The ninth office was compofed, i. Of fuch 
as kept accounts of the quantity and number 
of the pieces of gold and filver that were 
coined at the mint. 1. Of thofe that went by 
the name of Vafcularii^ and made the Prince's 
plate. 3. Of the money-changers, called Ar- 
gentarii, 4. Of fuch as engraved, carved, and 
wrought the plate, who v/cre ftiled Barharica- 
ui. There were abundance of places and em- 
ployments in this office ". 

The tenth office was compofed of the Re- 
gifters that wrote down and entered all the 

* Suidas, Cedrenus in Leone 'Iconomacb. 
^ L. penult, ff. Dc auro ic argento legato. 
L. Scriniis. C. De Palac. (acr. largiiiouam. 
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Ads of the Superintendant of the reveooe,^ 
and the Tudgmencs which he gave in cafes thaV 
came before hini. There was likewife a great 
number of officers employed in this bufinels. 

In fine, the eleventh office was diat of the 
officers ftiled MittendarH^ who were difpatched 
on occafi(xi into the Provinces to pit& the 
Governors to levy the fubfidies and taxes. 
Thefe officers were very numerous j and a- 
mongft the reft there was one that had the di- 
reftion of the carriages and vehicles ; that let- 
tied and prefcribed the roads to be taken ; 
and that fent his orders to the feamen, and 
the guides or fumifhers of horfes and be^ of 
burden U 



CHAP. XXIII. 

Of the Superintendant of the Demejhe. 

THE Superintendant of the Imperial 
I^mefne was called Comes rerum frivs-^ 
iarum. Spartianus fays, that this office was 
ereded by the Emperor Severus \ He had 
the adminiftration and diredtion of all the De* 
mefne, the efcheats, confiscations, and odier 
rights and dues belonging to die EzcheqOer ^ 
particularly of all grants, inftruments and kt^ 

' D, L, 7. C. De Palat. facr. largit. 
jL. ult. C. De ezaa. tribut. 
L. 7. $. I. Qaod CUJU8 univerf. nombe. 
* Interfe^lb innumeris Albini partium virts, onminiQ 
6ona publicata funt, aerarium auxenint, tumqae primam 
privaurum renrni procuratio conftituu cft« L. 4. C De 
liindb Rcipttb. £. 1 1. C. i* 

ten 
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ten that coDcerried the Demefne in Alia, Cap- 
pzdocixf PpntiB, 'Mefopotamia,^ &fr. »> 

This Superixitendant was dignified ' with the 
title of Jliufirious. His jurifdi£bion took in 
every thing diat any way related to his charge^ 
or aflleded the Demefne. Before he was graced 
with the honourable tide of Comesj he was 
ftiled the Procurator Cafarfs. He was alfd 
lulled Magijier rd privata. He took cogni- 
zaixte of the violation of tombs and fepul-^ 
chres^ of incefb, of the corruption of judges j 
of the exaftions, extortions and violences of 
apparitors and feijeants, and of every thing 
that concerned the navigation of rivers. He 
payed the workmen employed in the Empe- 
ror's fervice, and made all the dilbarfements 
for the expence as well of his lioufhold, as of 
that of the Emprefs ^ 

He had a great many fubaltern officers un- 
der his direftion in the Provinces j called Pr^*' 
curafor^s Rationales K 

Though the denominarions j^rarium and 
Rfeus arc very often confounded and ufed in* 
diftinftly by aathofs^ yet the ofSce of the Su- 
perintendant of the revenue for the receipt of 
money was 'properly called the jErarium^ or 
Treafury, and that of the Superintendant of 
the . Dcmefiie Fifcus^ or the Exchequer. This 
laft had in the Provinces officers that kept fe- 

' I. Hi quibus. L. Omnes C- I)e fundfis patrimotiial. 
NonfilL 20 Cf 30. L. uh. Dc collat. fundorum patrimon. 

* Caffiodfr, 1. 6. c. 8. L. I. ^ Procurator. Cjefaris. 
Zr. Ad rifcu'm. C. L. Qui contra. C. De incettis nuptiis. 
VovtU. 1 24. §. 2. W antepenult. CaJJiod, 1. 4 c 9. 

' I. Procurator. C De cdcndo. !». Sup. crcandis. C- 
Dc jure fifci. 

M 2 gifters 
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gifters of all his a£ts, proceedings^ and deci^ 
fions ; and in the Court of his jurirdiAion^ 
there was a certain number of Advocates, who 
were diilinguilhed with the title of Clariffinu «^ 
The arms of the Superintcndant of the De* 
mefne were a book laid upon a tabjfs coveitd 
with a carpet. On the left of it was repre* 
fented the Treafury-cheft, and all the fidd wa$ 
filled with pieces of gold coin, and veflek 
that appeared full of various kinds of money* 



CHAP. XXIV, 

Of the Oncers that depended on the Super-- 
tntendant $f the Demefne. 

TH E Superintendant of the Demefne hod 
a great many officers under him in the 
Provinces, called Ctmutes RatUnudes^ or litn- 
ply Rationales^ or Procuratores. 

The fundion of thefe officers confifted in 
bringing in, annexing, and incorporating to 
the Demefne the goodb, eitaces, and dues be- 
longing to the Exchequer ; jparticularly fuch 
as had devolved to it by connfcadon. 

If the detainers thereof did not appear with* 
in thirty days after a Sub-pana or affignation 
ferved upon tliem, thefe officers feized the goods 
and entered on the eftates * : the poflefTor how- 
ever, if he appeared afterwards and applied to 

• Plin. JuM. in Panegyrics. L 2. J. Hoc inteniidujD. 
C Ubi caufae fifcales. L. 4. C. De niuncnuila. 
i L. »//. C9d. De Dclac 

the 
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the Court, was heard^ upon paying four crowns 
cS gold for his aegk(^ or contumacy in not 
lippearing on theaffignation. 

When they made a difcovery of any goods 
tfatt belonged to the Exchequer, they drew 
QpexaA declarations thereof fpecifying all the 
particulars, and incorporated them into the ^ 
Imperial Demefhe, by putting upon them the 
Cmperor^s arms ^ It was then ftriftly for- 
bidden all peribns to petition, apply or follt- 
cit for grants thereof. 

Thefe officers were judges of all caufes, 
wherein the Demefne and every thing relating 
to it was interefted or concerned y but the Ad- 
vocate of the Exchequer was neceflarily. to be 
prefent. With regard to criminal affairs where- 
in the farmers of the revenue were concerned, 
it was the Governor of the Province that took 
Cognizance and decided in fuch cafes ^ "- 

Thefe fubaitem officers had ferjeants and 
apparitors under them ; and were paid their 
ftipends and falaries by the Treafury. They 
had the care and direction of the goods, lands 
and' revenues formerly appropriated to the 
wcrihip and fervice of falfe Deities, and after- 
wards applied or given to Chriflian Churches ; 
with an entire and abfoiute jurifdiftion over 
fuch eftates^'. 

They had an authority over the waggoners 
and carriers of the Imperial houfhold, and 

^ L. Si quando* C. De bonis vacantibus toto. 72^. C. 
De petitione bonorum fablata. 

« I. Ad fifcum/ C. Ubi caufa fifcalcs. L. ult. C. Si 
adverfus 6rcam. L. Cum aliqaid. C. Ubi caufae fifcalcs. 

* L In fifcalibus Sc deexaQ. trlbat. L Officiales. C. Da 
Epifcopis Se Clcricis. L fenuU. C. Ubi cauise fifcalcs. 
£. 4. C. Dc fiindis rei privatae. 

M 3 over 
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over the Prince's flocks and hcrdi ^ catdc^ 
and ftuds of borfcs % . 

The Infpcftors or Maftcw of the Forcfts 
were alfo fubordinate to the Superinicndanp of 
the Demefne, He had likcwifc the ialf«£a<jn 
over the accounts of the Sacred Dcmclhe in- 
ftituted by the Emperor Anaftafitts, as we are 
told in the BaftUca : and even the Grca^ Con- 
ikable, or the Emperor's Matter of the IJorfc, 
was fubjed): to his orders % 



CHAP- XXV, 

Of the Officen called Palatini^ depending 
, M the Superintendant of the Demefne. 

TH E Serjeants or Apparitors ftiled Tdla- 
tint had the care of the Emperor's pa- 
trimony, and of the effcfts or eUatcs that were 
ponfifcatcd or belonged to the Exchequers 
They were diftributcd into four offices. 

The firft was for the ordering and ma- 
nagement of eftatfes given and granted to tte 
Churches ; and was ftiled the Scrinium Bepfi- 
ciorum. This was the office likewife for enter- 
ing and regiftering privileges ^ 

The fecond office \^as compofcd of fuch as 
were charged with getting in the fines that 

« L. unic, C. Dc grege Domi. 

' L. ult. Cod Theod Dt privilcgna Corporatoruin. £. i. 
C. Dc pafcuis publicis, ^c. 

• L I. ^ ait C. De Palat. facrarom hrgit. 
> L. tilt. J. Quam. C. Dc Quadri.4)rob. 
t. aJF, Dc condit. Princip. 

were 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



if the ROMANS. 167 

ifttt payable Tor loi^ kales^ and the annual 
rents of eftates % 

The third was the cfike of difcharges^ 
where they deliv)sred; out all acquittances. 
This was termed Scrinhtm SMtritatum ^ 

The fourth was that of the private bounties 
and largefles, ScrimUm largiiknufn privatarum % 
In this office was kept an account of all that 
Che Emperor gave away, and alfo of the wages 
and falaries that he paid to his own officers 
and to thole of the Emprels. In this office 
likewife were paid the new-year's-gifts to the 
Advocates on the firft day of January ; and 
nobody could be admitted into this office, 
without an order in writing under the Empe- 
ror's own hand ^ 



CHAP. XXVI. 

Of divers fuhaltern Officers employed like-^ 
wife in the Revenue. 

TH E Bicuriones or Magiftratcs of towns 
had a great hand in the management of 
the revenue: they were like our Aldermen 
and Common-Council of Corporations ; and 
neither they nor their children could alter their 
condition and way of life, nor change their 
dwelling by removing to any other country or 

' L. 9. 10. C. De fund, patrim. 
' Zr. I, 2, 3* 4. C. De Apochis. Caffiodor, 1. it. c. 2. 
^ L, Palacinos. C. De Palat. facrar. largicionam. 
f L Sciiniis. C. De divedis Officlia. 
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place of habitation \ if they died widioat 
leaving any children behind tbejn to enjoy 
their efiecbs and inherit their eftatcs, a foonh 
part of what they left belonged to the Corpo* 
ration •»* 

They farmed out the lands of the Deroefiiey 
and fet the public worka to the chcapeft uo^ 
dcrtaker. 

The firft ten of them levied the tallies and 
fubfidies, and were bound to have the pay- 
ments compleat, or in cafe of failure to fup^ 
ply the deficiency S 

They had the care and management of all 
eftates and efieAs left by will to the Repub- 
lic. They were chained with laying in provi* 
fions of corn, and with the regulation and or- 
dering of the fubfidies. They fettled the af- 
fcffments and fixed the quotas of the contri* 
butors ; and thofe among them, to whofe par-^ 
ticular province thefe affefilhients belonged, 
were diftinguifhed by the names of Cenfitorts 
Paraquat ores ^ 

Thefe Cenfitores had the adminiftration of 
all the public revenues : they paid the falarics 
of the Phyficians, Grammarians, Orators and 
Philofophers *, and they were alfo the peribns' 
that chofe them, in the picfcnce of the Go- 
vernor of the Province % 

Bcfides thefe, there were alio Goiie&ors of 
the tallies or fubfidies upon land, called Ek- 

* t^wtU, 39. be Decuriotilbtis. 

^ £. I (^ z. C Quando & Quibus, fu^na pars. 

* L, final, I. I fcf 3. if. Dc muncnbu* & honoribus. . 
- Ibid. 

* L. 2^ 5./. Pe adpuniJlr«. C Dc ^cnfitor. & Pcr- 
Itijuatoiibus. 
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«S!0r» or Subjiriptores. They were picked 
by the Decttriones or Magiftraces of Corpora-^ 
tioos either out of the body of Cenfitores or of 
the People. Thofe Colleftors, in the prefence 
of the Magiftrates of a town, took an ac- 
count of the lands which each particular . per- 
fon pofleifed, and of what every one was to 
pay ^ : but the Magiitrates, in cafe the Colle- 
dors proved infolvent, were anfwerable to 
make good the deficiency. They fettkd alft 
and levied the peribnal tallies and race9. 

The manner of laying and levying^the fub- 
fidies and other taxes upon land, a(JSeaft as 
hr as the Code enables us to form a notion of 
the matter, was asi follows. . 1 

In the montlj pf^Auguft, the. Emperor 
gave the Prafeiii Pratorii a computation con- 
taining the ium of money and quantity- 6i pro- 
vifions that he fhould want for the enming 
year. Purfuant to this calculation the PrafeSi 
PralorU^ who were ufually four, drew up each 
of them commiifions for what his refpe£Uve 
diftrift was to furnifli ^ and then having made 
repartitions thereof in%o the feveral Govern-' 
ments. depending upon tbem, tbeyidireded 
them to the GovertiQrs.. This cuftom has a 
good deal of refemblance with what)iarprafti-. 
fed in France with regard to the King's efta- 
blifhments, which are delivered to the Recei- 
vers general in order to raife the money* 

Thefe Commiffions or Briefs of the tallies 
or fubfidies were (tiled Dekgationes 09 Delega* 
ioriie. The Governors in their turn made an- 
other fubdivifion of the grols fum } and fent 

! L ExaOor^f. C. Dc Sufccptoribui. 

them 
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ihein to the DecUribnes oi* Magirfratcs of tomin 
in riirir GoTcmmcht Thefe rriade choice of 
affeifors to fii the rates df particiilars; and 
then the rolls were delhrereB to the CoHeftors to 
get in the money ; Which was conftantlt pafd 
at ttiree terms, the firll of September, the firft 
of Jamiary; and the ifrft of May f. 

When Ac money Was received, it wis ftnt 
from the particular to^hs (which were called 
Meirocenuaj and anfwered to what is termed 
EleSliom In France) td the capital city of the 
PhimGeS the plact d[ the Governor's ordina- 
ry rt&tence, diilinguifhed on that account by 
the leiW of Metropolis. It was in this Capi- 
tal, that the general office of Receipt was al* 
ways kept. One part of this money was ap- 
pointed foi' difchai^ing the local eftabliihment 
and cfastrges of the Province j another part 
was carried to the cheft of the Prdfeilus Pnt- 
iorii^ dhd applied to the bufineis and occalions 
of his poft ; and the reft was paid into tiie 
Treafury called Sacrum JSrarium. 

With regard to provifions, as com, wine, 
barley, bacon, hay, fliliw, &c. when they 
were levifed, they were pdt iiito magazines, 
built eirprefiily for that purpofe, and under tfife 
diredion of the PrifeStiis tratorii. 

Weitre informed by' Julius Cdpitolinus, in 
his Life of the younger feordianus, that Mifi- 
theus, one of the Prafe^ Pratoriij had laid in 
fuch ferge magazines of corn, bacon, viri^ar 
and ftmW in the capital towns of die Provinces 
under his Praefcibure, that they were fufficicnt 
to fupply and maintain an army for a year. 

< Z. I (ff 2. C. De indiftionibus. 
l^. 7. 15. C. Pcerogatlone jnilltaris'Annonse. 

— And 
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And Spartian rclatts^ that the Emperor Seve- 
rus left at his denth the ftorehoufcs and gra* 
naries fo plentifully provided, that there were 
provifioiis enough for feven years, at the rate 
of a cohfumption of ieventy-five thoufand 
bulhels of com a day ; ard fuch a quantity 
of oil, that it was enough to fupply all Italy 
for five years. 

As for what accrued to the Demefne from 
confifcations, forfeitures, ieizures, efcheats, fuc* 
ceilions that had no certain heir, cafualties and 
the like, it was all carried to the receipt of 
the Exchequer, which was under the diredion 
of the Superintendant of the Demefne. 

There were a great many other officers em- 
ployed in the colleftion and getting in of the 
revenue : as the Treafurers, ^Ihefaurarii^ who 
were the Receivers general ; the Cafhiers^ 
called Jrcariu who had the chefls of ready 
money in their keeping; fuch as were con* 
cerned in getting it in, who were fliled Opim^ 
ones or Optniatores ; fuch as were fent to prefs 
the remittance of the money, named Canom^ 
carii ^ fuch as ferved to guard and convoy 
them, called for that reafon Perfecuiores 9 fucb 
as ordered and ifTued out warrants for feizure 
or diftreining, who were termed Compulfores ; 
the weighers of the money, called Zigoftata ; 
the Clerks that kept the books and regifters 
of the fubfidies or tax-rolls, CenfuaUsy and 
the Receivers, of which there were two in eve« 
ry Province, that went by die denomination 
of Su/ceptoreSf 

Tie Eli D of the Treatije of the Re- 
venue of the Romans. 
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TREATISE 

O F T HE 

FALSE MONEY 

O F T H E 

ROMANS, 

According to the Principles of the 
Civil Law. 

Sovereign Princes have ever confidered 
the power of coining money as one of 
the faireft rights of their Crown : and 
have accordingly in all ages decreed very fe- 
vere penalties againft fuch as have invaded it 
in any refpeft. The Roman Emperors were 
not lels rigid than others in this point : and as 
the wiidom of their laws is now the admira- 
tion of the mod civilized and beft regulated 
nations, we ihall here give an account of the 
ordinances they have made upon this fubjeft. 
To do it methodically, we ihall divide this 
Treatife into two parts. In the firft we ihall 
explain the different manners in which the 
crime of faliifying or counterfeiting the coiii 
may be incurred \ and what there is particular 
in this crime. In the fecond we fhall fpeak 
of the penalties denounced and enaftcd againft 
falfe coiners and their accomplices. 

TART 
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P A R t I. . 

OP all the feveral kin(]& of forgery^ dut 
which is pradifed with regard to thfi 
coin, 18 undoubtcdlyof the moft criojimJ an^ 
pernicious nature. For as it bebngs only to 
Crowned Heads to coin money, the coining of 
any by a man's private authority, or the al-. 
tering of that which hath been ftruck by the 
Prince's or^er^ and convniflion, is a fort of 
afpiring to the throne, and violating the Ma* 
jefty of the Sovereign in the moil fenfibfc part, 
and is univerfally deeiped to merit the appd- 
lation and pains ot the crime of High Trca- 
fon. 

According to the Roman Laws, the crime 
of fainfying the coin was committed in feven 
difiereiit manners, i. By the coining of fpe* 
cies of money in other places than tbofe 
which were appointed by the Prince for this 
purpofe, tho' the pieces coined were of a good 
alloy and a juft weight ^ ; unlefs the coiners 
thereof had procured a fpectal permiflion from 
the Emperor for their warrant. In truth, there 
was a time when the Prince granted fome pri- 
vate perfons a commifllon to coin money 
wherever they thought fit : but as thefe grants 
were found to be prejudicial to the Stare, and 
to interrupt the courfe of commerce, Theodoi* 
fius the Great revoked them all, and forbad 
fuch as had obtained them to make ufe of their 
privilege any longer, on pain of being treated^ 

• L 3. Ca^. Tbfd. Tit, De falfa Moncta. 

as 
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as ial& coiners ^. We do noit want examples 
of the like grants in the hi^ory of France j 
efpecially in the times when our Kings, being 
not yet firmly feated in their throne, thoiighc 
if beft to yield up part of their rights, to pre- 
ferve the reft* : but they were all at laft revoked 
for the fame reafons. Choppin relates, that 
Robert, Count of Beauvais, furrendered his 
right to the King, in confi4eration of the fum 
of fix thouiand livres. But it would be ex- 
ceeding the limits we have fet ourfelves in this 
treatife, to enlarge further upon this fubjed};. 

2. People incurred the guilt of the crime 
(rf* falfe coining, if they (truck even in the 
Royal Mints any ingots of gold that were 
brought them by private men without the 
Prince's orders • • On occafion of this law it 
may not be improper to remark, that the Ro- 
man Emperors were jeaIou2( of gold to fuch a 
d^ee, as frequently to forbid the ufe of it to 
their fubjefts. Procopius and Zonaras relate, 
that there was an univerfal prohibidon in all 
the' Provinces of the Ronun Empire of coin- 
ing gold. Theodofius the Great made a law, 
that no Magiftrace whatever, except the or- 
dinary Confuls, fliould make any diftribution 
or prcfent in gold, whenever they gave plays 
to the people, or took poflefiion of their dig- 
nities and employments '^^ At laft Juftinian 
forbad the Confuls themfclves to throw any 
gold to the people in the public ceremonies % 
and the Emperors rcfcrved this right to them- 

^ IhiJ. L 10. 7tt. Dc faira Moncta. 

• £. 7 far S. Cod nead. Tit. eod 

* L. I. Cod.Tbeod. Tit, Dc cxpcnfw ludorum, 
, ? l^ovilL 105. 

fdvcs 
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felres alone, As a diftinguifhing mark of th^ 
Imperial Majcfty. As for ingots of filvcr, 
private. men were allowed to carry them. to 
^ V. the Mints, and there have them coined. This 
appears clearly from the two laws, the ieventh 
and the eighth juft before quoted. 

3. The crime of felfe coining was commit- 
ted by the coining of fpecies, that were falfc 
cither in their matter or weight ^ 

4. It was incurred likewifc by ^fifying the 
Emperor's image or the infcription put with it 
upon his coin J^, 

5. By melting down the fpecies that were 
coined, fince by that means the circulation of 
money was intemipted^ and commerce fuf- 
fered a prejudice **• 

6. By refining or altering the money called 
Majorina P^cuma. This money was a compo- 
fition of filver and copper, and the refiners 
who melted it made ufe of Aqua regia to fepa- 
rate the filver from the copper K 

7. When fuch as coined money by the 
Prince's exprefs permiflion, made it either 
weaker, lighter, and lefs weighty than it ought 
to have been 5 or when they clipped, filed, or 
any way wafted that which had been already 
made and legally ftamped, in order to lefifen 
the juft weight which it ought to have ^, 

^ L 2. Cod. neod Ttt, Dc falfa Moncta. 

I I. nmca Cod, neod. Tit. Siqais foUdi circulom ciT'* 
cumcideric. 
^ ^ L. 1. Cod. Iheod, Tit, Siqais pecunias coDflaverit. 

' Ug, 6. Cod, Tleod. Tit. De falia Moneta. • • 

^ Leg, unica Cod. Tbtod Tit. Slquij foUdi circulum cir- 
cumciderit. 

lihaU 
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1 fhall but juft take notice of fome par ticq- 
lar circumftances attending the crime of falfe 
coining. 

I. As this cifime is of a ptsblic nature, all 
^the wodd was allowed to accufe and impeach 
ifuch.as wefe guilt jr of it, and to profecute not 
only the iklfe coiners themfelves, but all fuch 
as harboured and concealed them, or knowing 
%heir guilt did not denounce them to the Ma^ 

'2. The icbafcrt? or dfenWtocers of fuch as 
Were guilty of this crime, had recomptnces 
according to the diverfity of theii^ condition j 
free perfons were exempted from all real tri- 
butes, or ^taxes ^pon lands \ (laves obtained 
their liberty arid the right' of denizenihip* 
their mailer -being firft indemnified for the loft 
'6f his fervant. 

- g, A man condemned for the crime of falfe 
coining was debarred the liberty of appealing 
to the Eniperor, 

" 4. Whoerer waS entrufted with the cuftody 
of a falfe coin^^ was condenfHied to death if 
he let him efcape K 

• 5. Amnefties, or general edifts for the par- 
don or abolition of crimes^ ctid not extend to 
felfe coinets", 

^ Lig. 2. Cad, ^iod. Tii. De aifa^Mbiietal. 
; * Ug. 6ft Cod. Tbtodi Ht De in4ull|^Q(iA criminuiikr , ^ 
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P A R t U. 

0/ the Punijbments denounced and ihfliffed 
upon/a^ Comers and their Jfi^pn^iees^ 

TH Ei pwiflnncnts deqr»^ .ngi^i^ ial& 
coiners were difierent, accordii^ fo the 
timis and dtfiereot conditions cl.pertons. In 
Che time of the Coounonwealth, f$iik cokom 
yrert condemned to th^ beafts^ if they were 
free 1 and puni/hed with deaths if they wei^ 
flaves". It U>ok% as if CvrpeUus Sylla die 
Didator was the author of ihk law^ whic|^ 
was cilled Z>4r CmuUa nummaria. 

When Ulpian fays, that iialfe coiners were 
condemned to the beafts* it is only to be on- 
derftood of men that were of the very ditgi 
of the people; for with re(|^d to luch nf 
irere diftingmihed by their birth orempby^ 
mentsv they were fentenced t» perpetual ba^ 
niflimenty and their eftate^ were confifeatecL 
This We arte afliired of by the lawyer PauJu$« 
from that time, to the rt^ of Confhntiii^ 
the Great, there are no Gonftitupons upon Ihit 
fubjcft to be found in the Roman Law % 

In Conftantin^s time^ ialfe coine«» appeared 
in much greater numbers dian tfts \xk>tt % 
and accordingly almoft ail the laws made a* 
jgainft them are the a£ts of that Emperor. He 
applied himfelf particularly to exterminate 
theie public pefis, who only fought their own 

• Ulfum. Lf. 3. DjgiJI. niljg. Oml. DefiJiis. 
.; ^cn.tc&t. M. i. w. as* 

priyatft 
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ptvmtt intereft, in the ruin of thejr iellow 
ckticm. By the Jaw which he pubiifhed in 
th£ year 319, be orders^ that if any Magi* 
(btte of a corporation fhall be convicted of 
t^, crime of jaife coining, he fhall be banifhed 
tt> onccf the rctnoteft towns of the Empire i 
Jindlreierves to faimielf the power of difpofing 
of his efiate : in cafe the goilty perfon was a 
soantif the drtgs oTthe people, he orders him 
toibe bamihed. Ibr ever, and his eSk&s con- 
fiftaiDcd $ and.af 'he. were a flave,.direds him 
tD bei pffdfhed ;with d^h. Nothing was en« 
aAed m this law a^oft perfons of condition. 
Bot as the pufiilhmpnts impoftd by this law 
wate not adequate to the evil, nor able to put 
mttopLtn the crinlc^ the Emperor had recourfe 
to drmore violent "remMv, and in^. D. 321; 
made a kt|(r to pnmfh all falie coineDof any 
oihd](ion whaclbever with death. In the year 
^i6^ he renewed this very law, and to the 
piaialty of death added that of confifcation of 
dAatD^ 'Which had iX}t been mentioned in the 
former h[w^ 

- '% thfffe laws felfc coiners are mdced con- 
domied to a capital pcinilhment^ but the kind 
of' it is not determined : nor are they to be 
undeMood geherally of all perfons g^lty of 
that' crime, but <Ailf of ftch as worked upon 
fibier; As for ftMh osf coined gold lipon falfe 
dyes, Cbnftamtine{;<xiftdemned them <?o be 
burnt, by the law which he pubiifhed in 
J^D. 317. V 



' LV' ^ 2, far i.CoJ. fhe&J. Tit. Dc falfa Mooeta. 

caoffiderit. 
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It happened at this time that Conftanttne or-^ 
dering new money to be coined, g^ve jdire** 
£lions for the pieces of the new coin 4jp be 
ifaoick of the ^me weight as the old ones, 
but fomething le(s in lize, fixing upon theiil 
the fame value. This money was not favour* 
ably received by the people, and felt intoifuch 
. difcredit, that they refuted {mblickly to take 

/ it in payment upon the fkme; foot as thean- 

cient. This manner of proceeding was it- 
feneed by the Prince as an nigh afiront and in- 
dignity, and therefore Coni^tine thoi^ht fit 
by the law a litde before quoted, to decree 
burning or any other capital punilhment.a^ 
gainft fuch as Ihould refufe to take. the iaid 
money at the value he had fi^ed upon i^ oo 
pretence that it was of a fmaller form than 
the old coin: the reaibn which he afligns for 
it is, that money ought to be valued by the 
weight and not by the form, and confequently. 
pieces of the fame weight ought to pafs at 
the fame value. Things changed after^eards 
very much ; and as in the courfe of time the rcj* 
fpcft which they bore to the Prince was car- 
ried almoft to the point of a fervile adoration, 
the people made a much greater account of* 
the money newly coined, than they did of the 
old pieces j which obliged the Emperor Va* 
lentinian L to make a bw to reftore the cre- 
dit and efltabliih the currency of the old coin \ 
Cpnftantine impoieth the fame punifihment of 
burning or any other kind ofdeath,.uponiuch aia 
Should cFip the rim or border of the piece» in or* 
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Aer to diminiHi' the quantity thereof ^ Cuja- 
clus relates upon this occafion, that there was 
7Lt Byzantium or Cpnftantinople a man named 
jHexand^r^ fo dexterous in this pradbice, that 
he was furnamcd.^if;i;^j»^r the Clipper. In the 
year 343, Cdnftantius confirms' the law of 
Conftantine, and promifes a recompence to 
Aich as (hould denounce and impeach the guil- 
ty, but without fpecifying any particular re- 
ward. The fame Emperor decrees the punifh- 
ment of death againft the founders, whom he 
ftiles Flaiurariij that melted, refined, or altered 
the filver called, as we have laid, Majorinm 
Pecunia *. 

We have put in the number of falfc coiners 
fach as coined ingots of gold which private 
men had carried to the mints without the 
Prince's order. The Emperor Valentinian was 
pieafed to enaft farther, that all the gold fo 
coined (hould be forfeited, and paid into the 
Imperial Exchequer. Four years after he mo- 
derated the rigor of this law, and contented 
himfelf with confifcating two ounces in every 
pound of gold "• In the year 356, Conftan- 
rius (for that was the time when this law was 
afcribed to Conflantine) declares all fuch to 
be guilty of facrilegc as ihould be convifted 
of having melted down any pieces of the coin, 
or of having carried them out of the Empire 5 
and in confequence thereof orders them to be 
puniihed with death \ By the fame law he 

' Lg, umc. Cod. fbeod, fit. Si ^uis folidi drqulum cir-' 
tamciderit. 
« Iiy. 5 £sr 6. Cod, neod. Ttt. Dc fidfit Moncta- 
■ Ibid. I. 6 far 8. Cod. Theod Ttt. Dc felfa Moncta. 
Z ^* 1* C^* 7bi9d lit. Siquis pecunias coafiaveiit. 

N 3 Utterly^ , 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



jSj Of the ¥al9e Money 

utterly forbids the buyipg or felling ^ dm 
curreat fpecies, becaufe nxmey i$ 90c a mer-f 
cancile commodity, but the price of Gommo- 
dities. In fine, he prohibits the nuLking afc 
of fuch as are not current in commerce -, and 
in cafe any of chem be found in b merchant^ 
houfe, he carders them to be confifcat€d» with 
all the eftate and tfftCts of the iftfiiii^ of this 
ordinance. 

All the punifhmentB here mentioned, bow 
feverc foevcr they were, did not however de- 
ter or intimidate the falfe coiners. 

The Emperors imagined, that the refpeft 
which people naturally have for the Koy^l au- 
thority, might ferve more efieftually to con* 
tain them within their duty : and therefore in 
^. £>. 389, Valentinian, Theodofius and Ar- 
cadius declared falie coiners to be gqiky of tba 
crinae of high treafon ". Ltt us now fee m 
what manner the accomplices of ialie coinera 
were punifhcd. 

There are two ways in which a man may 
be an accomplice with them ; either by har^ 
ing a ihare in the coining of the &lfe money, 
or in putting off and vending it. Againft the 
accomplices of the firft kind, Conftandne de- 
nounces the fentence of death or perpetual ba* 
niihment, according to the quality and condi- 
tion of the perfons \ The law runs in the 
following terms. Our pUafure isj that aUJkdb 
csfi>all be affijiit^ in the coining (f falfc mmity^ 
whether Jlaves^ pUmmeny or others^ employed im 
tilling (be ground or dtoelling in the houfe where 

^ Leg 9. CqJ neod, Tii. Dc falfa Moncta. 
.' aid. I. z. Cod. neod. Ttt. 1H )al& Moa^tiu 
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i$ hatb bii9 fPitfed^ JhM U puni/bed mtb deatb^ 
4/ Will ^ tboji tbjiitJ^aU ctnn i/, and tbe (round 
cr tbc bpHfiJ^ be confifiated. Wlib regard to 
*bc propriftor of tbe grfundj if be bad any 
hmokd^fi tkarfiQf^ mrtUafure is tbat be be ha- 
nilbedf^r eyer^ §n^. ait bis /sjtafe /fnd effe^s cm- 
fifcatea. If tbe crime he committed wifbout bis 
kmwf^dgfit bfi JbaU efcapefor bis peffon^ hut witb 
the jforfeiture of bis ground or boufe > hiit in cafe. 
bf ktfe^fjf its ^d imme4iately gave notice tbere- 
if ti9 tbe Magi/irate^ be fhall he exempt from all 
pfnaUies vibatever. This law was made 
A. D. %%i, Eighi; years after, the f^me Em- 
peror foftened the fev^erity qi this law, at leaft 
lo &r 96 related to ^he proprietor of the ground 
or houie, vhere tU falfe money was coined : 
he ordered tliat the proprietor being guilty of 
DCIgligeQce, (as if be was dwelling upon the 
ipot, ^nd y^t had not taken ca^e to inform 
lumi^lf ^ what paijed in his own ground) 
fhould incur tbe penalties denounced by the 
fonegoing law; but excufeth him from all 
JXUuiQer of punifhment, in cafe he lived at ib 
remote a diftance, that he could qot eafily 
kfiow what was doing on his grounds. He 
lijcewiie declares that widows ihall not be lia- 
ble to tbe penalties decreed by the faid law, 
tho^gh they live near their grpunds or houfes 
whei:e the money was coined, provided ftill 
tbat they are not accomplices therein. With 
r^ard to Minors and Pupils, he exempts them 
from all penalties, even though they were not 
ignorant of what was doing, becaufe they do 
not really underftand the nature of what they 
fee ; but he throws the punifhment upon their 
tutors or guardians, becaufe (bey ought to be, 
N 4 acquainted 
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acquainted with every thing thlt paflb on the^ 
cftate of their pupils ; (o that they were 
obliged to indemnify the pupil from all tho 
lofles that he might fuS^r on this account r. 
Abating thcfe alterations, he enjoins that his 
firft law ihpuld be obferved according to its 
form and tenon 

There is no doubt but the uttcrcrs and put- 
ters off of falfc money partake in the crimes 
of falfe coiners, when they do it knowingly * % 
Conllantine accordingly treats them in the fame 
manner, /. e. he condemns them to be burnt, 
or to any other kind of death which the Ma-» 
giftrate fhould think fit to inflidb. 

With regard to fuch as put off felfe money 
without knowing it, they were not on account 
of their ignorance exempted from the penal? 
ties decreed againft fuch as put off falle mo- 
ney ; for from their very putting it off, they 
• were prefumed to have coined it, and confe-^ 
quently were deemed falfe coiners. In order 
to clear themfelves, they were obliged to de* 
clare the perfbn fix)m whom they had receive 
ic, that fo iniquity might be traced 19 to its 
Iburce, and thofe who had coined it might be 
difcovered : they were alfo obliged to prove, 
that they did not know it to be felfe money. 
This is the opinion of Cujacius and Perefius •. 
In fine, to leffen the number of felfe coiners 
as much as wa$ pofiible, Conftantine orders, 
that all perfons who worked at the mints in 

y Lfg. 4. 0/ nepd.Ttt. De filfa Monctt. 

' £^. unicd Cfid, ^Jhead- Siquis folidi circulum circttm* 

* Lf^. 26. Digeft pe jure fifci. Lig. 4. CmI. ad Ugx 
,(:frne/] De klC\9, ^"'Ug,-$. Dt furtii k (ervo comipfo. 

*? 
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ihe coini^ ^ moneys fhould Aot afterwards 
be allow^ to quit that profeffioiiy or be ad- 
vanced to any poll or dignity that would take 
them bflf from it, for fear that when they had 
once quitted that bufinefi, and were reduced 
ID a private life, they might employ them* 
felves in coining falfe money ^. 

This is the fubftance of what I have found 
moft particular in the Roman Law, upon the 
fubjeA of falfe money. All the laws that I 
have here cited, except the Cornelian law Z>^ 
re nummamj were made in the ipace of fe« 
venty two years, u e. ffom the time of Con- 
ftantine to Theodofius the younger ; a plain 
proof that falfe coiners were very numerous 
in thofe days, Juftinian hath adopted part 
of them, and inferted them in his Code : nor 
ixrere falfe coiners treated a jot more favour- 
ably in bis reign, than in thofe of the Em- 
perors his predeceflbrs; on the contrary he 
condemns them all to be burnt without ex- 
ception ^ \ whereas this kind of punifhment 
feemed to have been inflided only upon fuch 
as corned falfe pieces of gold ; the others be- 
ing punifhed fimply with death. 

I cannot finiih this Treatife without taking 
notice of a law tKat is to be feen in the Jufti- 
nian C6de% and which, though it does not 
relate diredly to the pardculaj- fubjeA here 
treated of, deferves however to be remarked, 
and the rather becaufe it relates to money in 
general The Emperon Valentinian and Va- 
lens order by this law, the prico of every 

^ L^. I. Cod. fhiod. Tie* De Marilegulis U Mooetariis. 

« I<j. 2. Tii. Dc falla Moncta. 

4 Tit. De vcceris numifiiutis potefiatc 

thing 
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thti% Audi dtminilh in proppitioii to die dimi- 
nudon of die com* This is the eiplanadoii 
given of k bjr Cuj^ciiis. This hm cacncs 
vidi ic fiich evident oaarks of eouity, diat ve 
Quwot help owning ic to be jutt and reaibn- 
able \ and fiidi a regulation might be of ufe 
in this Kingdom^ where die copdrary happens 
but coo fiequendy* 



E w D of the Tnatifeofthi Falje Money 
of the Romans. 
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THE 

MANNER 

OP DISTINGUISHING 

ANTIQUE MEDALS 

From fudi as are Countbrfbit. 



AS die cKAiogpilking of Andqae Me* 
dais from fuch as ate coumerfeit, is 
tbe firft point of knomie^gp neceffiuy 
for a Yiituofo, that atiteoipts to fwm col- 
le&ioBs of Medab ; it cannot but ieem a ji^ 
matter of wonder, that in die multitude of 
authors which haw for near an hundred years 
paft wrote upon the Science of Medals, there 
ihould not be fo much as one that hath fet 
himfelf to lay down any clear and fure rules 
to enable people to diStmgmOi the true Smn 
the&Mc. 

k muft be owned indeed that F. Jchert the 
Jefuit, in his book of the Science rf Medals^ 
hath as it were by the by, and in very few 
words, touched fli^dy upon the fubjed which 
I now undertake to dear : but this part of his 
work is lb very fuperficial, that u is plain 
enough he fpoke of it purely to avoid the re- 
proach 
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proach of having omitted fo cfB^ndal an art!* 
cle in a work defigned to take in all the pans 
of the Medftllic Science, 

It never was however more nece(!ary to 
fumifli Virtuofos and curidas perfbns with 
means to guard againft the various artifices oF 
falfe coiners, than at a time when France is 
and hath been for feveral years over-nin with 
a prodigious number of felfe Medals, which 
have been brought to us and are ftill bringing 
every day from Italy. This confideration hatn 
induced me to conceive myfelf authorized to 
communicate to the public ibme new obferva* 
tions which I have made upon the art of dif- 
tinguiOiing Antique Medsus fiiom fuch as are 
counterfeit. I flatter myfcif that Virtuofos, 
who are not yet far advanced in the fcicnce 
of the mechanifm of Medals, will not be dif- 
pleafed with the helps I (hall oficr towards 
opening their eyes, and thereby (avmg them 
abundance of ufelefi expences. The love of 
what is true and genuine, which I wUh to in- 
fpire into diem, is the only motive that hath 
made me undertake this work. 

It is not only in our days, that the tempta* 
tion of gain and the deure of impofing on 
Virtuofos, has put fome able workmen upon 
attempting to counterfeit Antique Medah. 

H^tlliam du Cb&ul^ who lived about two 
hundred years ago, and who is one of the 
/firfl; Virtuosos that wrote upon the monuments 
I of Greece and Rome, has m his book Cf the 
Religion of the old Romans^ printed the ftamps 
of two Medals of Agrippa, one of great brafs» 
on the revcrfe whereof appears the Pantheon ; 
the other of filvcr, which had on the revcrfe 

a Neptune 
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a Neptune in a chariot dmwn by two fta- 
.horiesy with this Legend, Aequorii Uc omnif. 
potens. Thele two Medak were o certainly 
ialfe. ... .. . , .1 

Andiony Lepm^ whawas cotemporary.widi* 
^ Cboul^ and wrote (in French) very amply 
upon the fiibjefb oE Medals, after the ihanner 
of the age wherein he. lived, cites, likewiie fe- 
vera! others of the fame kind ; fuch as a Sci* 
pio Africanus of brais, .the Pirns Aelius on the 
reverfe of Adrian, and a Pefcennras Niger cf 
gold, which hath not been met with, linco 
that time, &r« This ihews us cvtdehtly, that 
as. foon as erer there, appeared ia France or m 
other; countries, . any ..Virtuo&s; that beg^ ta 
make coUeAions ot Medals, there (hutied up 
immediately a piO'Qtlf.of/. cheats that endea« 
Vouned to fpoil andjcormpt this noUe diricfity 
in its infancy. 

. Soon after this the femous faUifyen of Me- 
dals known by the names of the.Poduan and 
the Parmeian made their appearance in Italy« 
Holland too afforded one named Carteron, and 
fimie others equally ikUfiily who difpericdl 
amoQg. the Virtuofbs an infinite, number of. 
falfd Medals ; .moft of them indeed exquifitelyt 
wrought,^ but ftill. far . behind the Antique in 
force and delicacy. The greatcfk parti of thefa: 
Medals are now known by the naqae of the . 
Paduan : and theqr. are the ficft I iball fpeak 
of in this Treatile, which I hair^.tlivided intoi 
ten Articles. j i.i. , ::,;•.: •.:.....:; 

In the firil^ Irtreat of the. Medals aboirc.> 
inentioned, which are the modefti Colas knowA I 
by. the name of the Paduan. 

i. ..*. .. ,. In 
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In the feoond, of Meddf odliipto linft ai 
aie modem Coins. 

In tbe thirds of Mtfdabcaft ittion Amiqiittt 

In the fourth, of Antique Medals tooehfid 
over again, and aheicd in the heads and fi- 
gures. 

In the fifth, of Medab diat are ftrock with 
die hammer, and fuch as are encsOed w joined 
togetho*. 

In d« fixth, of MedAls that hare cracks 
and countermarks* 

In the fevcnth, of Medafa diat are phrted 
over, and of fiich as ate mifboined. 

In tbe eighth, of caft Medals that are An*' 
tique, and of Medallions compofed of difie-> 
lent kinds of copper. 

In the ninth, df Medals dut hafe been in- 
vented bjr iaUe coineia, and of thofe vAiattif 
there are few counterfeits to be found. 

The tenth Anide comaiiis iirtiat I had fin^* 
tbar 10 &y in rdation to die fubjed of Aitk 
work^. 

I give an account (m will appear in cady 
Article) •f the various manners which havi^ 
been taken to counterfeit Medals % and IJiave 
endeavcupod to lay down rules for diftin^iflU' 
ing the troe fit>iia the falie, whate^ aroAer 
faadi beenuftd to impole upon the world in 
thispoins* 

I am going imdoobtedlf to hj open one of 
the grcsseft myfteries of Jniqoitf Aat ever en«* 
tered into the heart of man to conceive, in or* 
der so Impofe sipon otfiefs t and I own fittce*s- 
hh thai when I began to take notice of all' 
the rocks with which one is^ enoompaifad in 
the Sdcnce of Medals, I have been tempted 

athouftnd 
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a thdoftnd umct'.to roibhne upon giving over 
the ftudy 1 and nocfaing but the ibite of a 
Tioknt indioatjom which I could not cafilir 
command, cb^ have engaged noe to perfift 
in k to fuch a dflgree^ and carry on my ob* 
fervatiotB to iiich a point, as I have done. 

A R T 1 C L E I. 

Cf Abdah tf Hi^ditn Cmm, m^ tf tMcb are 
kwmonij the name tf the PaduM^ 

The Mddkls which are called in general die 
Paduan^ arb Medak ftrock in modem Dies^ 
Which die moil espert workmen eidier of Iia^ 
ly or of cdicr countries engraved with i great 
deal of aft.Md tsOe, in endeavouring to the 
tetmofl; 6f their power, to imitsee die Antidoe 
which tbky oapied ftotn true Medals. We 
have a prodigfidus quandtf of thefe moddm 
pieces, not to be fuipai&d in their beauty and 
noblenefs by any thing but the Antique itfelf. 
Fine colk&idns enough may be formed of 
them, as well in Medallions or in Greek Me« 
dais of goU, filver, aod brafS) as in Roman 
Medab> ecjually in all the three metals ; but 
especially "m Medallions 1^ copper and the 
great bfa(s« Moft of the cc^per medallions 
of the Roman Emph'e whi^h are fpurious, 
havQ.beeH copied afser the Antique ; there are 
^Mb. engraved upon them femat new reverfes, 
iprMcb were nevciF fesn upon AMique Medals, 
but whidk)the f^rgtrntmlt case «o found iipoft: 
Ipnoe hiftorical £i£b« * 

The twelve fifft Empemrs have been coun« 
terfeitod 4a infinite number ctf times i^ great 

bralsj 
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brafi ; (he countorfekers cbicAy i^ppUed cbeiw* 
felvcs to imitate the heads which were' the rk^, 
TtSt in their kind, fucb as tfaofe of Tibeiiu/y 
Oibo^ (of which there is not an Antiqoe Latin 
one to be found but what is of the colony of 
Antioch, or of Egyptian mahe in the three 
fizes of brafs) Vitdlius^ Pertinax^ and the two 
Gordians of Africa^ the jtgnppma cf daudm^ 
the Domitia (which is hardly ever to be met 
widi) fbi tbrde Wbks^of Traia^i fi^Yt the 
Anna Fauftina^ and TranquuUna. It would 
be no difficult matter for a Virtuofb, who hadi 
lad' the looking; orcr a few Cabinets Well 
chofen^ to ftvoki . being bit by this Idnd of 
Medals : but as. the generality of them reJide 
in the provinces at a diftance from Paris, aiid 
hardly ever come to a place whidr is iif a 
manner the fountain-head of dK Science of 
Medal$, as well as of all the polite Arts, the/ 
are confequendy out of the way, and hare 
no opportunity of mjaking dieir advantage of 
thofe lights which our learned Antiquaries 
communicate with equal rcadinefs and polite-^ 
nefs. . . 

I have feen fev(^.of tbem^ who after ha-* 
ving;pafled a.gpod part of their lives in si 
province, and applied themfelves all the time 
to get together Cabinets of Medals, were not 
yet, after feveral years application to this fub- 
je&, able -to diftinguifh a modem Coin front 
an Antique* What I here advance is fo true» 
^hat the Virtuofos of Paris agree tmanimoufly^ 
that amoi^ all the fcarce Medals of the di« 
binets in the Provinces or in foreign countries,: 
which have been lent thither to t^ fold, afbr 
th« death of thofe that formed them, even in: 

thofe 
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^le leries which hare beeti ixlbft celebratedi 
it hath been conftantljr founds that moft of the 
great Pieees wiere counterfeit* 

It is not however difficult to difcover thofe 
which I am fpeaking of in this article^ if a 
'Virtoofo (who hath not yet formed to himfelf 
diat diftinguilhing eye which makes one very 
rarely mi^Jce) will be careful to ohferve thcf 
following rules* 

I. All the Medals of great brafs^ which 
lure called the Paduans^ and which are the on- 
ly ones treated of in this Article^ are gene>- 
tally of a flank much leis thick than the An- 
tiques. 

• a* They are neither lb worti nor lb pared 
smd eaten away as the othen» 

3* The letters on them fetim modem, that 
iS) of the £ime charaSer as thofe of the Me^ 
'dais of our dme. 

4« They never haVe any vaAii(h) tmlefs ic 
be countqrfeic^ and then it is vefy eafy to dif«' 
cover it ^ for it is ufually black, gieafy^ and 
fliining^ and is fbuiid fofk upon pricking it t 
whereas the antique vamilh is extremely bright^ 
and as hard as the Medal itfelf. 

5. The borders of them have been always 
filed \ which is difcovered in a manner more 
or le& fenfiblcs if one oonfiders them with any 
kind of attention. 

Laftly^ thefe Medals are always very rounds 
whereas the others are never i^ regularly 
round, efpecially fince the reign, of Trajana 
Thus much for what relates in general to the 
Medals in great brafs of modern coin* 

The Medallions of the fame metal are like-^ 

ynk cafy to diftinguifhi and this by the very 

O famf^ 
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&me rules. One ihsdtl roo no^«t J^«{|a;{l .mt 
jirftin looking jupon a^ xhsit one Ibatf/n^ 
with from Julius Gae&r to Adrian^s filpipf ^ 
infinitely to be iulfiefied. Th&t dW fciirce 
any true ones to hs foonjd ihac ^e«c ftrnd^ 4t)- 
o'ing thofe fiift fourtjeen reigos of ^^e JR§m» 
Empire ; ib that aM^xf d^ uaaa mty be mm- 
fidered as oountciftit {ueces, eaRcnt a .mrf 
fmall number, which are not to i^hmiUfaif 
Antique, excmc i^ the dbttceft QibisM^ 

Thofe of tbe foiiowriflg nugas Me oat a jar 
harder to be diftioppuflied : they bar ^ i^ 
ry fame marks of smpoflane as idifi oowtofffiC 
ones of great brais % they have the fame jw)a# 
ifae ffime varniii, the (ame bonkiB, to a werdy 
the fame appearance to the eye. 

The Imperial Medab of fibnor or ^d, and 
the Greek Medab of modccn CQin> are eaff 
to be difcovered, of whateTcr xattH they aiv 
compofed. If the boidecs of dicm are fopie- 
times more likely to iiqpofe qn people» ^ 
lettecs eafily bewny the counterfeit, as th^ 
diftinguifh ];he trpe Medal : and tbe fifi^ fMit 
of knoiykdge tkkt a man oog^ to acquire, m 
that of the charader or form of the letters i 
^hich is no' dificuk matt^, ii a Virtuofo, 
who hath an inclination ior At ScieiKe of Mfr 
^ak, will but ule a Httle application for thtf 
purpofe. For in what manner foever a Mcr 
dal is counterfeited, whether it be qf ttodem 
joining, caft upon an antique or a tiodflcat 
touched oyer again or ftruck with the; hsuaar 
tner, tl^e letters on them are alwajcs &Ue. This 
(I muft here acknoarledge) is the principal^ V 
rather the only art to diftinguilh a &/pe^^ 
Medal, Mfben one hath not yet acq^imi time 
- • * furc 
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&rt tafte pf t^e.work apd coiq^, of the An- 
9Cnp, .j^ich /enables one /to diilinguifh I'm- 
ipiP^^tcly what IS. geiminc from what is coun- 

A R T I C L E II. 

j!^ ^^'ids £iafi juf0n Jtfcb as fltx of modern 
. coiviifgr. 

. jf he l^lcjdals iratt upon fpch ^s axe of jno- 
jdcfn coiniDg^are Ib.ycxy niuBCfous, tWt,all 
Ciljbipets, whTcH H^ve i^ot been forirxed by .a 
^mfUicdy l^d, are ful^ of them. It js indeed 
jWiKh^afielr to <;Quntcife tnpm in this nVan- 
ncij tbaa]f pey were caft upon an Antique. 
MpiJ.pf t)ie..fi;vcc. Antique Medals, which are 
die,^nly 0ne» tjoaf qjicats find ao jntereft in poun- 
terfenii>g, are .worn, ana have left part of theif 
;Charms, qn 4he roaa {except thole of gold^ 
Wl^iqh. are ajoioft always fair ^nd .well prc- 
,^nfcd), whereas the Medals of the,?aduan are 
ftil^ in. all .their beauty, and take much better 
la a ipould than thofe. which ^ime hath injured 
and dilablea. Hei^ce comes the facility which 
^f*c coiners (that have not flcill enough to 
engrave) ,iiayq ^oun^ in caJiling thefe kinds of 
.Medals. TThcy are fpmetimes more hard xjo 
be diicovered than the .original counterfeits 
iippn .Tf[hich they.i^re formed, becaufc in cart- 
ing ^em one may ©vc them whatever rhick- 
nc6 oae pleales* ^n the. fecond place, they 
fill. up the cavities which .the fand bath left in 
them .with maftic; they touch the letters on 
thcn^ pver agiin, repairing them jentirtly with 
the burin \ and then lay over all dielV chcry.cs 
O 2 a varnilh 
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avarnifli which compl«its)toditoife. It 
ought not therefore tb ap|iteir ^ny^oiitig t^- 
traordinary, if moft Virtuolbs, fudf dfoethd- 
ly as are only b^innmg to dabble in the Sd- 
ence, fliould be trepanned into this kftt of 
Medals. 

They are not however more difficolt to W 
unmalked, than thofe of modem coining, pro- 
▼ided we do but obfenre the fame rules for 
difcovering them ; and keep ftill in our mind» 
that thefe kukls of Medals are lighter than 
thofe which have been ftmck, becaufe die fire 
rarifies the metal that is melted, whereas chat 
which is beaten muft be condenfed, and be- 
come confequently more weighty ; and that 
the letters on them will not be genuincf 1 and 
moreover the maftic and fiUfe vamifh wiU dif« 
cover themfelves vifibly enough to the eyet 

Such as are caft upon modem cotns in gold 
and filver, are (kill more eafV to be diftdi^red 
than thofe in brafs ; becaufe there k m dif- 
guifing them either with maii;ic ot with k tklfe 
vamifh. They flicw then, as it mayl3efiid9 
their turpitude plainly ; and a Virtuolb muft 
certainly be a mere novice in the Sdence, if 
he is capable of being miftaken in them. 

Moft of the reverfes of all kinds of £dft 
Medals (erve often enot^h to impofe on peo- 
ple ; and accordingly we lee that it is dually 
the firft rule by which Virtuofos examme a 
Medal. The ^erality of them lay it down 
for a maxim, that the borden iuftify the field 
of the Medal, and that the field ferves in its 
turn to juftify the borders : but after all, no- 
thing^ is more uncertain and fallacious than this 
rule in fome refpcft. Wc have in trudi a 
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great 4)Utnbe('^v}fil^^ Medals, the reverfes 
whereof ;werq^^ and jounded in the times 
^ the J^lpooans,.^ QT^ to be afterwards in- 
chafisd or/^t jptt;her about certain veflels or 
iboie other moniunents of the like nature, 
^H^ikh arc ftill found fomedmes. Thefe have 
been often looked upon as fufpeAed pieces, 
and the generality of Virtuofos ftill miftnift 
them^ though they are certainly antique. 

Belides, there is an infinite number of falfe 
Medals, that have their borders pricked and 
eaten, as if they had fuffered the injuries of 
many ages ; which is done in the following 
mano^« They cover the borders of a &lfe 
Medal with wax, and then prick the wax in 
ievcial places : they fiU the holes, which the 
. kiftivment they uied in pricking it hath made, 
^'^4iqua fortisy which eats into and waftes the 
borders of the Medal, as much and fometimes 
., , more than if ^ they had been of the firft anti- 
\ oiutyKt, It is^ therefore impofiible for them in 
'.f^iNhX^e^a juftiiy the field of the M(xlal ; fo 
• ^i^jinvilfiCjgoiq^ nothing is lefs decifive than 
cbe^^4)9irdfir;j unce .&r, the reafons that I have 
heris la^llcdiged^ a ,M that hath them filed 
iW^yqy T^l v^.^ Antique, and one that 
hatb.theg) ^^ioa aacjt worn, as an antique Me- 
dal fliQuild naairally have themi may poflibly 
|K;9[ye.t3Qi be ip^ria^9^ 
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A R TIC L E lit 
Msdais cafi upon yfntijwu 

The Mfcdals, of whidi I am ta trdrt" ift 
fhis Article, that art caflr upon Anriqucs,- am 
left eafy to be difcovcfred, ttiin cither didfeof 
the Paduan, of fuch as are caft upon modern 
pieces ; be(^ufe when chats' fet aboat' calHng 
piefe Medab, they take care to cboft fbr the 
print oF the moirid an Anticjut Medal, tKc 
bsft preferved tHatr they can fifadi and fuch 
an one produces pieces i^ell ehohgh itiiltati^ 
to.impolc fre^entljr upon die mbft khowihg 
Medaliffe. They may caft them in this riian- 
jlfr 6^ Mi 02^es and- metals;' anrfWhen a^fliili 
fill falfe Comer h^di tobchcd'ovcr arid^i^^t^d! 
ihefe kinds of Mtdkls^ tuith his burfh; difey' 
aj)pear ireqbently as natural as die i^timie8 i 
and the rather, iti that^, as they only countxr* 
ffeit fuch heads and* revcrfes as arc ijare, tl4<F 
Workmen, in order to impbib die bfcriseroij' 
people, take care ife ufb fh)- dietf ma^r iwfte 
jCntique common Nfcdals that tirere coikii^ at 
tifie lame titae with thofe which* thfcy' coitater- 
feir, that fo the Ahrer may be ol the fatoef 
fkndard. For exani^le 1 a* v^ofkihaii- whb* 
hath a mind to counterfeit the Tritttnphai AriH 
pf Septimius Scverus, which is a rcvcrfc very 
rare in filver, will take care to melt down a 
common filver Medal of the fame Emperor^ 
to fervc fbr the matter of which he nukes his 
falfe piece, and thus by the equality of the 
ftandard of the filver, render it more likely 
to be miftaken. 

It 
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Ip miift Be ownid that thefe kinds of Me^ 
dabr art gobcmlly kfs- eafy.to be difcovered 
thn the former ; becaufe having been (as I 
}mrt oBfemii' a Iktlb before) caft upon tHe 
faeft ^ntfervedr and moft perfedl Antique Me- 
Abt^ they letMin^ the tdfte of their model, and'. 
faKW really an . aik* an^. appearance ttiat may 
v*pjr ^U' inipofe oh Viroiofos. And accor- 
dbiUy we. 6e nidft of them deceived in fome 
ctm of this ibmire,. bat nbore efpecially with* 
Agancf to imperial' Medals in filv^r, which is 
tM eaileft fort of aify tp'.imjt^ti^ by reafon of 
dus ihiaUnels'of the volume. There are very. 
ftW Ctbinets ih whieh- there ^re. not fome 9!* 
tMe. Medahr; fudh- was .the Pofo^inn-of the 
Vtm Fadit;r Solphen Chamiiiaiild ; fuch alifo at 
p^^BsAv ir thd &mous^ Medal in .fine fiiver of 
Milgmm UHfkaj* in the^ Gabiitet qf the late Ab« 
U6'Lertyrat PaHsv which impofed upoi^ abun^ 
dmsiof^ Virtkiofo's, which Father Banduri has 
citodtifi hisf^Gataidgue as^a fingular and the on- 
iyrpiece'.oFits kind, and \»hich |^ath been late*^ 
lyr dtfoovend to be a Medal caft ^nd repaired 
with a grsac deal of art and ikiU, and confe- 
qqeptty^a^ coamc r fcitl 

AJhdqoaies ought to be extretpely on their 
goard WKh regard- n thit fort of Medals, on 
ffcooht of the great refemblance which they 
bear tathe Antiques* They- muft more par* 
dcuhrlfitiifthifr all the lai^ heads in fiiver. 
The' wiVttfbdaaging: to Trajan, th^ Periinascy 
3idkt yuliwrnsyFefcemius Niger^ the tU)o Gar^ 
dbHit 0f j^ricaj idxtTran^UGna^' md the Cor^ 
nittaStn>mi^iart been imita^ a thoufaiyi and 
ar'tboufand'tinoes ; and I have found- by ex* 
pei'ience, that out of twenty Medals q( thefe 
O 4 rare 
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rare kinds, which one im ftV^te^HCkbineir ^' 
the Provinces of Frante, bpt am^hKtAl^^meti 
with fo much as oiie or tw^ Ait 9a!iigsiKiafL, : 

In order to diieover thefe Medals, it is ne-> 
cefiary to examine two thinn : a. ibe ktteis :. 
2. the field of the Medal. When a Medal 
hath not been ftruck in a Die, as all moacf. 
is now-9-days, and as the Andqiie Medab 
were, excepting only a few of tous, which I 
ihall fpeak of in their proper place, the let^ 
(ers op thorn are more irregular, they do hoc 
come foiward from the field c^ d^ Medal 
with the fame elegance and plainnefi as thofei 
on Antiques % they are mone &ded ; and if 
the burin hath been at work upon them, we. 
difcover its touches, and find diat diqr have 
been altered. We muft follow a legend dolefjr 
from one end to the other, and examine whor 
rher all the letters are of the fame tafte ami 
entirely uniform, whether none of them limn^ 
^nd whether they ail come forward with, tam 
l^me equality ; for if there be a defeftos ftai 
any of thefe cotidhions, the Medal oag^ jirfk 
ly to be fufpeftod. . . 

The field (hould likewife ferre eo iie t flHiii a < 
^nd afcertain the fete of a Modal 'wherv it hatb 
been caft: it is never fo emn, w wheii:a Me-, 
dal hath been ftruck : one ma^^ always iisens 
it a certain hoUowfiefs, and fdne cavitiea 
caufed by the fand, Thefe defe& caimoi he 
concealed and covered, as in nadais of hnfi, 
by maftic and falfe Tamifli^ 'diey muft of 
neceflity appear plainly and viIU>ly upon Me*. 
rfals of gcM and filver ; ^nd then the tyiGbem* 
i^fe ^e g<^ <k Igfcat way toirards diflkguiib* 
|ng thami* immecifately at the firftr g^acei 
* • efpe- 
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eftMMt^'Vbeftiovoh^ acquired ittoaocm- 
fi«»ble.d«gre«,^ Md ia a po^cdion which 
makes it l$arpe ^iblfiK^ be miftak^n. 

A RTICL E IV. 

4ntip»MMs ufi$tid^ the Hfods mid F^um^ 
itobire^ ar^ebmig^d. 

Thefe are a kind of Medals, which arc, 
doiA>defi (be more likely to impofe on beo- 
pie, bdcaufe diere feemslels reafon to nnfbruft 
diem : and I readily agree, that a man muft 
l^e very well verfed in die mechanifm of Me<* 
dais to be able to keep him^f from being de-^ 
<;etTed by thofe of this kind. They are Andqiie 
Medals, to whkrh they fiibftitute new legends* 
and counttrfint the heads and reveries <m them 
with an art that is really wonderful. A Vir«* 
tpiofo fancies faimfelf perfedly iecure when he 
porchafes Medals of this kind, of which peo*< 
pk are the lefi diffident, becaule they are it^ 
aify Aftoque : bttt they aie not leis fpurioua 
on that account, becaufe they are difierent 
ft&dab ill Che main from what they r^reient« 
{t is eafy enough to imagine, that it is onlv 
the rareft heads, and the great reverfes, whkh 
are thus diftingaifhed. The greateft part of 
thefe Medals come to us from Italy, where 
diey began to counterfeit them in this manner, 
when they perceived that the other kinds of 
&lfe Memh were loo well known to be mifr 
taken. 

Thereupon they formed the depg^ oJFiakiog 
a common Antkiue Medal, and tiwak^' \t'^ 
to 9k rare Medal ; of di&uifing, *fot,ii)(lanoc^ n 

a C/iW- 
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lion of flfUf^n fdlR>#'(»p^^ mi^i fUUMi^ 
a Jylia of Sererus in filver, into a DiXa Cta^ 
ra I a Macrims cS Cbhg^^ inm ^Pe/cenms 
Niger ; an Orbiana of great brafi, into an An^ 

a PbiUp the F^ritMi, of Kr&f^'<f great brafi, 
into an jEmilian i and fo with regard to o* 

Whm lAe Heads ai« ndt tfiniMlf rdlbttf^ 
Ming one' anttAer, a^- thfiffe ^e irhich I ha^ 
Item' meittiOfiedv thcfdgh<th« diffitulty of cdQttt 
tttfeitiHg ma^ item greater in Ibeha caiir» 
yeif if dotfitnot p^t ai iltop to- the impdfttire; 
Ab1(f olie«»know VAy well how* tb retmeh^ 
thmti vAth* thd borin; lb as m^ ttoA^e thtrtif 
aiHkd: They' gefheially malM ufe of a MkfMs^ 
AkrtJim of bmfs to ttim it iritt) a FeMnoii'i 
but ar tHttfer two^ Empewh are not very Bkie? 
orte anothet*, they tlilie caiie'toichufe ar Mhirul^ 
A^dltiis ont rite mvcKe of) his coiKftcmtfon^; 
wHieh- is a» re^Wfe dfa^ we ittcet? with too in* 
9ifiiHa^\ tiiCfy diitken^ tiie* teard^ d# Mbrcas> 
AXiraliur^ tfiey^ make the noft bigger, atid- 
ilhetl tile n^fie' i^ chaiiged' Widi addfeliP sAid! 
il4i}); fueh^ai^iete, which hMih* a genbitie re* 
v^9bi ztif' other mark^ 6f aiitiquicy befidM^ 
i¥ v^tf <6pM)le of cheadng atld deceiving a' 
VlM]0(b; wAc^wodld'brdelighttd'ttfpUrcHafe' 
an* head^ of tills cohftqueife'e'. 

m\ tAc4kAYltlliiieKlMit]*thtid'dii^fl^ 
ver7 common in Cabinets, efpecially iri the' 
fkies^ of^ gNMf atfd* liiktikr bir&lsj wKleh the 
vaitilih^alWayi beft d}%oire9; R is'* ^SMfbt^ 
tK^intieHift^* Of |ierfmsir wH6 AV fiMtnM^ ebK* 
'- ' ' ledioos 
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kAionk of^ Mbdals^ t9*a^ji tktmlblvtt edrly 
ti|>i]n^U aflckdii aw rcg dw trickaMi itii§ioftQi:e; 
^idr eonfii}^ akmBft ^vmfik kl>the laaors?^ 
fbrifiisaotanieafyiMltertOralduOTe^ Thao 
ace in* Italy) foitiew>rknaN»i th«t hsMre ]lalftii 
ail' th^ir liv«R at tbitf Wnd of ]»l8^. aifd aiv 
pd-f(fft maAmi ofi theianr of» talcui^^ oat d£ s» 
SAM^l'the^lMei^whkh'amprgidtoial lotinw 
defign, and off eitgntfi^g otMers in tUdr ftbad^ 
yAiith 2ippe^ fo' nacuml, that m6(l Yittuolbg 
am impofbd' on^ iiy ttMm; j^ hffve fden voryi 
§i\]f\A^ Mb(k2i(b^ thac kne# tdyf ^i how t» 
diftinguifh the tMt from* riiff* falfe^. divided in 
timr {cmtnMtff abouc^ a» $UiaHa^ of ^n,. of 
Egypcim coiriing, which* aAer all wasofily al 
/^tftr/fffd^ difguiftd. Ifho C^jM^r ift gaM,. o£ 
the lave M. Ldinetf9€fllMiiety wa»of tAis kind » 
as footr afe" it amoral ar F^iis^ it waa diico*' 
venddtb b6 M^j^fiffbia dM Moilier^ oa^ db0 
peiKifeof Caiigula'; and ber name had bem 
taken outto^fubftiitoft in in ftead chac of C^ 
finia ; a«id tor make<(t# it ftji Help* of this al^ 
cerationv. a: Medal which had impo&d^ om a4i 
the Anci(|uariei of Fromxncek 

I f^a^ a Kttie' iriiile agp> iti the hands'of tha 
Wfl^op cf Dioy ai SiatkUm of diiB kind of 
mafke^ cctancerfeitdd into an O/zb of ehe €^ 
I6ny of Antioch, iMhich diis' Piekilte (who 
ou^f to b^ confiddred aa one o0 oir beft An<- 
tit^aaries) had firft difcovered' not to be genu* 
ine, but of this kitfd' of nfeike, and which was 
^Vought with a> iSivpmzing art. Thefe kinds 
of Medals aite chiefly w be difcovered by the 
Ittxei^v which ndfuft be ^xamiMdiwidiafl thd 
ngowr thao ! have pvefcrtbed at the htier end 
of the for^ng Aiticle^ 
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f04 1^ Mamer of (fjifHfm^^ 

Befides the heads, they iikewife tiMJch tff& 
4gain and refit the remisi '^'MeSd txAf 
be fine on the fide of di£^ litad^^ an3 yet be 
eaten, worn, and Ipofied oh 'tUe fide tS die 
reverfe : now if it be a rt Verib that k rare, 
and the Medal is of brafi, they work it over 
again with the burin^ and revive all tke fi- 
gures of it by hollowing a little into the field 
of the Medal. We muft then take notice, 
that thefe kinds of reverfes refitted in this 
^ manner have no relief, and do not come for- 
ward out of the field \ and it is chiefly by this 
mark that they are to be difcovered. 

There are alfo a great many Medals (I am 
fill! fpeaking of thole of brais) that have Ibme 
rare reveries which are fiur and feem well pre- 
ferved, but which however are entirely po- 
ilic. There are Iikewife Antique Medals, the 
heads of which they do not ufually totidi^ 
but only hollow the reverfe, which they fill 
with a maflic of fuch a colour as time lutth 
given to the Medal, and fiften it fb finfily 
GO the metal that there is no feparating diem 
without force and vidence. They then en- 
grave upon thefe reveries whatever figufes't>r 
other ornaments they have a mind to put upte 
them, in order to make of them me rareft 
and the beft preferved Medals : the^ vamHh 
them on both fides, and in this condition diey 
are the more capaUe of impofing on people, 
in that a purchafer, feeing max the heaa is ge- 
nuine, doth not always think of examimng 
the reverfe with the exaftnefs that is requifite. 
Part however of the fineft reveries of Nfedals 
in the great brafs have been more or lefs re- 
touched and refitted in this manner : though 

they 
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-.<ih^ ai^,:QOt;Aall i^:fittpd entirely, and there are 
.i^b^mcc c^f^noL^that have only fome parts 
-.MQuchfid ; 4t ^ikiu in this cafe, according to 
my way of t^);i^»^ a very great defedt in 
a Medali and leflens its merit and value ex- 
ceedingly, ., 

Thoe are few feries in great brafs, but we 
may find in them great plenty of thefe Me- 
dals. In order to know and diftinguUh them^ 
one muft have a long acquaintance and be 
well verfed in Medals, and have formed a 
fure tafte with r^rd to the coinage of the 
Romans i and then thefe kinds of pieces can* 
not efcape one. In the mean time, a Virm- 
ofo ought ever to miftruft a Medal when he 
fees it covered with a falfe vamifli, and fhould 
prick the moft fufoidous parts of it with the 
burin» to fee whether they make refiftance, or 
whether they are of maftic ; he muft be more 
efpedally careful to examine whether all the 
.parts of a reverie form an uniform whole; 
rwch as we may imagine a Medal ought to be, 
when it hath been coined in a Die, engraved 
wkh art. and exa£lne£s : and if he perceives 
, V^y inequalities therein, he ought to fufpeft 
the Medal. n.When we are making a pur- 
chafe in this way, we ought to have recourfe 
to an able Conmjfeur^ who will not let us. be 
impofed on ; or at kaD: be fure of the probity 
and judgment of the feller : and little or no 
rifque is run in either of thefe two caies. 



ARTI^ 

Digitized by Vji^^^OQIC 



ARTICLE V. 

(^ Mddsfirvck wib tie Hammr^ ^ffd jk^ 
iu ire -encffied 0t joi^d, tqgeiber. 

" The Medftls ihat we tsffm , iKin^me^cl, are 
iFery m»ch ofthe fiinK^nd wq^. thde^t^atil 
)xmt bew Tpeijluag of juft b?fiw«. cThcy ,^ 
Ukoivvfe comweon jAAQjqpe Ma^^Is, ..wtli^ji 
ihMid be wd^l preferiFed. ;They ^ (he i«^ 
^veribof dKin idl gfer, and tjb^fti^]^ tn^w 
ones in tbfirilMd »riih.a iiKide|ni.Dti9« ^U^ 
jo»iotes the Ant^iie wfll enomgih : *iKhich,^ 
4oiie by laying tK . ff^e of the-^esid (vyhiq^ 
tb^yido oDt Mich 6ya-,at ^U) n^Wiif^^ 
foWa.^f tiUok paper, xbat ii; may (locibq^Jat- 
Canqd.; a,tid tfimtdiey put ihe mqid^n .pie 
mpon the.jnereiie of €be.Nfe4al,.aiid<Q;ikeU 
cake the ia4)n^iQn or iWnp by ftiokes ^f ibe 
hammer. As thofei rererfes^ bwMnfxed: In tbis 
manner, oomc forvaxd.from a coin, tb^y are 
very Qcat. and uniforoi, and imitate the An« 
tiqw^ niore or leis according to the ikill.aod 
abilities of the EDgraver. Thefe kinds of 
reveries geoeraUy ^rike people with their ra-^ 
fity } the greatv^ part of chem npt being to 
be found upon true and legitimate Medajs. 
Such arc 4^as Claudiam en fontibusj Sec. on 
the revcrfe of Claudius ; PMim Atlium on 
the reverfe of Adrian \ Expeditio Judma^ 
which I have feen on the reverfe of the fame 
Emperor, and other the like memorials. Irt 
this cafe then it is the Medals themfelves that 
difcover their falfity \ becaufe it is generally 
known that moft of thefe reverfes are mere 

fiftions. 
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jGdipns^ and iiev<r v»^ ta»ktA ypQo 4a- 
af{W Medfiis ; w^uch^t^ht to isqgagB a Viuv 
fitfdQ tp iknQW exa&lx the Medals whioh fOf 

ftp which be tt]w. |t js mMeQ^er^frfMugh, 
jif ooe iy jKver Jb Uctle uftd tp Medau, Jbo i^ 
tinguifh fuch as are hammered^ by^.OTer 
4qibb(e difienence of )the minagi^ ot th» Vead 
£-019 chat of thp reFerl^, «^€h mgkfs a €(»- 
inUt £fify ewui^ to be ^bimedt 

After bsLvwR tGeate4 of bwnmM^ M«iali^ 
k h Attunk} that fuch f» wie ttrs) i>Msil?«i 
ihould be cooTid^ned in their ^x^der. Tiiey ai^ 
tmo hab^ ^o^T cooiaiQa Medals joiMd tpge- 
th^r, and oaalufig par that is lare aad oi«:ip«is» 
It if o^inarily Aif»n Mcdak of hra6 apd fil- 
mr that jJIm new fraud is praAiiad. For in- 
ftMc^ tbey inak« uTe ^ an Atitonims» an«l 
holipw it9 ivverfe all over : they th«n pnffut 
an head of Fauftina^ and fit it to this r(nreF& % 
vh^ch being joind togiBtb^r make om vm 
Medal. If it be a Medal of br;^ tfaqf 
take fare to chulie two brais Medals of the 
fasiiP polour and die iafpe vanuih. Thans ar^ 
fome of theie Medals that are joined cog^her 
in thif. manner jio very dextioufly and with fo 
smch e2(adneis, th^ nothiog alfnoft, buctbt 
^bibluoe aHUranoe ope bath that they are in*' 
cafteds can enable one to d^icovcr then) i and 
the rather, becaufe the borders q[ the Mtidal 
which is hoUawed fiUi reoaain. 

I have (ben a gpod suimber of Medals in 
filver of cbe faoaily of Sepcimius Sevenis» 
which had tipp headkt V^ which were only 
Medals incafted neatly. It rehires likewife a 
giDeat atteAtk>n tp. diftinguifli aad know thei^ 

pieces : 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



«o8 ^ Maimer (if ^nigt^ 

pifioes: but when Virtwdbii^-camine. tfaeia 
carefolly, and haring a netionrbeforthaiid d( 
idle tridt, are, as I fuppofe, on ^ir gpard 
againft ic^ they will always be able to d(co^ 
irkku. 1^ ibme niarks of fraud about the ifigtaUei 
rims of the cxAn^ which ait apt to bewray the 
'impofturc* 

Thefe Medals are moft of them cotapofed 
of two heads : but there are aUb ibme of theift 
diat have reverfes clapped to them in th6 
£tn» manner ; fuch as the Amphitheatre of 
'Titus Vefpafian^ which is found fomedmes in 
greit bnifi on the reverfe of a Domidan. 

Though thefe pieces are formed of a head 
and a reverfe that are both antique, tfaey are 
not the more valuable on that account: they 
are ftill fpurioos and counterfeit Medals ; and 
we ought to T^eSt them with as much con^ 
tempt as we would ail the other forts of falft 
Medab that I have airily mentioned. Na^ 
sUj^ is really fine and heaut^ hut ifkii^i )p0^ 
tbi^ but truth is amiable. 

There are alfo fome MedalSf as well of bra^ 
arfiiver, that are two half Medals ibldercd to*" 
gether by workmen who had not ikill and 
dexterity enough to incaft them : but they are 
eafily known by the bait infpedion ot the 
border or edge^ which is always filed, and 
Ihews itfelf plainly eoougb at the firft cxami** 
tiadon of the two pieces. 

We muft not however coolbund thefe in* 
cafted MjBdals with an infinite quaaucy of An* 
tique Mculals that we have in the three metals 
andof ^Ifiases, which have reverfes diat dd 
jiot belong to the heads they reprefent. Such 
' yniftakes happened at the very ciitae of the 

Medala 
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Medals being ccuMd, through the fault of the 
workmen employed in ftriking them, who 
taking one Die for another, tacked often to 
an Emperor or an Emprefs, a rcverfe of a 
former reign, or one that belonged to ibme 
other different head. There are few Cabinets 
but have Ibme of thefe Medals in them : I 
have feverai of them in my ieries of great brafi^ 
which I have quoted on another occafion, anct- 
it is needlefi for me to repeat here what I then 
ohferved. I have begun to draw up a Cata- 
logue of this kind of Medals, which I may 
poflibly publifh fome time or other, though 
for this only reaibn, that nothing ought to be 
unknown in the Science of Medals, and thefe 
pieces are ftill very curious, even on account 
pf the very defeft of their coinage. 

Thefe reverfes thus tranfpofed from one 
Medal to another are very frequent in the fmall 
brafi at the b<^inning of the lower Medallic 
Empire ; I mean under the reign of Gallie* 
nus. The thirty Tyrants that roie up one af- 
ter another in this Prince's time, made moft 
j6f them only their appearance on the ftage, 
and were immediately cruflied and deftroyed 
by rivals that got into their place, and made 
in their turn their exit in as fhort a time as the 
others. The officers and workmen of the 
Mints in the Provinces ufurped by thefe (hort- 
lived Tyrants, had fometimes hardly time 
enoi^h to engrave the heads of their new 
matters ; and fo joined to them reverfes of the 
precedent reigns. Hence is it that we fee the 
facator Orhis on the reverft of a Medal of 
Marius, who reigned only three days % and an 
infinite number of other the like iofcrlptions, 
P which 
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a 10 T'be Manner of iiftin^tj^ng 

which It is neceffary to be acqvuinted with be* 
forehand, that we may not be puzzled or 
ftopped every moment in the explafiation of 
fuch Medab* 



ARTICLE VI. . 

Of Medals that have Cracks and Counter-- 
marks. 

The cracks that are to be feen on a great 
number of Antique Medals, moft commonly 
upon thofi of great brafs, which by the exr 
tent and broadnefs of their flank were moft 
Tubjedt to this accident, have given occafioii 
to falfe coiners to imitate this defe<5t, that by 
the help of a well counterfeited crack, they 
might make their falfe Medal pafs tlie eafier. 
The greatcft part of fpurious Medals have this 
equivocal n^jrk of Antiquity, efpecially, as- 
I have juft before obferved, thofe of great 
brafs ; becanfe the broader a Medal is, the 
more is it ilibjed: to fplit and fly in pieces. • 
Now it is plain that nothing but the force of 
the Coin can make a Medal crack. We fee 
very few, or indeed next to none of our mo- 
dern coin with this mark, becaufe a fingle 
ftroke or prcflfure of the Prefi gives them the 
ftamp and imprefCon that they bear : whereas 
the Ancients, who coined their money with 
repeated flrokes of hammers (as is proved ir- 
rdragably by an infinite number of Medals, 
\n which we may obfcrve the heads, reverfes 
and legends to have been marked or Ramped 
at fcveral tinjes) were very liable to have their 
Medal or Coin cracked. This put it into the 
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'^Antique Medals,. G?r. an 

hfead of modefrtffalfe coiners to imitate thefe 
cracks upon ^undance of counterfeit Medals, 
as well fuch. as were coined (as thofe of the 
Paduanwere) as fuch as were. only caft. In 
order thereiwe to know whether the crack 
hath been added fince the coinage^ we muft 
examine it on both fides, and ice whether it 
be equal and uniform in its ihape, whether it 
be natural, whether it winds and goes on gra^ 
dually lei^ning till it ends in certain imper- 
ceivable filaments ; and then if we find m ic 
all thefe conditions, we may very well con- 
clude that the Medal is Antique, or rather that 
the flank is.fb ; for the Medal may otherwife 
have fome of the de;fe6ts which I have given 
an account of in this Treatife. 

If on the contrary, the crack is broad at its 
beginning and ftrait, and does not terminate 
in the manner I have related above, we ought 
fix>m thence to judge that it hath been added 
and roacle by thyc file, and in fuch cafe we need 
not look out for any other marks of the falfity. 
of the Medal.' 

The Medals whidi are countermarked, are 
pieces that have an andque Impreluon, which 
was damped upon them when the Direftors 
and Ofiicers of the Mint of the Empire 
changed the denomination of their current 
value ; jufl as we fee fome fob countermarked 
with a flower-de^-luce at the time when thefe 
pieces were altered in their value under the 
reign of Louis the Greats We fee upon abun- 
dance of Medals of great and middle brais 
thefe countermarks in various faihions. Ir^ dio 
High Empire we ufually find thefe letters, 
N, P, R, O, Bi or thefe, N, fi:, A, P, R.^ 
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4 iz The Manner ef'4l^#i«»t :,t-( 

Thefc laft have been expfbtmilct^Itlitf&tMMs; 
NoHs cmeejfa H fopuk JiMHMQ ^ t fittvie^ 
Claudius of great bmfe^ ori ttie'^l^evcrfe'^f 
which is the Triumphal AiKh df lib' ^Kter 
Vrufusy with this countermtfk^ M P. TliefC 
are fome that have on them t|>e name of Au- 
^ftos AUG, and others with the 9enatui- 
CJonfdto S. C. Gfr. 

There is no manner of doubt but that all 
the Medals of forals thus countermarked ate 
Antiques % and I have never yet found that 
any falfe txiuntcrmarks were ever c(nned« It 
tt therefore a fore fign that a Medal is gemi- 
ine, when it haih fuch a ooontef mar k upon if : 
all that remmns further to be done, is m tttiiH 
mine whether it be otherwife genuine in a}I its 
pans, and whether it be not a oommon Me- 
dal retouched or refitted widi the burin, and 
converted into a rare Medal i juft a^ I have 
ibmetimes feen the Agrippina- cf Gttmidikin 
countermarked, and with the veverfenof '^Mi- 
tMf'CimJklia convofed into Che A^lppiifii'^df 
-Claudius. .' " ' 

A R T I c I. K yn; '^^^^^ 

Of Medals that are plated^ aniif'JUth as iu^e 
mifc&inedk 

The Medals of gold and ^Iv^ which dirjf 
term plated, feem to be exempt from all ffii- 
pirion : they are pieces of faiic money which 
weir counterfeited among the Ancients, isA 
'*|)iltbff fol* good and current coin. Nobody 
will' find' any great difficulty in bdieving-ift^ 
thjdrc have ahvays been &lie coiners, from the 

dme 

Digitized by Vj^^^^^V IC 



time tB^ itiitiWJ^l%er6 formed into focieties 

illidaia^ Qixrjl^gMwnaiait, and the ufe of gold 

4Ui4.1Myer mocMJlh^/^ intfoducied and ietded. 

!ThJt:fiM«iat<^(|^ho'faeen< perpetually praftifed 

i^dwt tff.04r tH»ef atid in all probability will 

mi end bttc: with the world* But it muft be 

OTQioi^'NthM. mioni;: the Romana the falie 

wineis'.were Tery ckver and ingenious cheats, 

and! were particularly excellent engravers. As 

t^l the gdkl and filver coins of the Empire 

iKcre made in all the perfeftion of workman- 

(juip^ k was abfohicely neceflary to imitate and 

^tiic>iip:to them in the counterfeit pieoes^ ux 

wdor 10 pafi them off in the world. We ac* 

«o«iiitgly iee them imitated to foch a degree, 

ihftf^ are often iH>liged to prick the pieces, 

:whepj;hey are. not cut or pared^ todilcover 

.^Ft^-^hey are. plated, that is, whether they 

ijm cfiM;ier within. 

^\ Tl^e. coining of counterfeit Medals was in 
tJMlfes^y^ extremely difficult to be pradiied. 
. Jls-lKas not then to be done, as it is now, with 
IttttkiOK^rethan. mixjiig a little gold with cop- 
per, or Vith barely whitening over a piece of 
bale metal. The falie coiners among the Ro- 
mans covered their pieces wkh a leaf of pure 
gold or filver, thicK enough not to wear off 
or difcov^ itfelf tiU after they had been lo^g 
ufed in commerce and fo comi>refled with 
the copper of the infide at the time of their 
being coiiied, i^at it was impoflthle to diftin- 
gpifli them in- any way bik by cutting or 
piercing 4hem with* a burin or fome other in* 
J|rMment* 

/riMS circumftance is fufficieitf tQ ibew ua 
. (j)»t money was fcarce in f;he Rpipan^Empire, 
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jK 14 ^e Manner tf X^if^lgii^Ang 

fince a workman ran theilaztfCl^tof being' wii 
nifhcd with all the fevcrity of tte laws l« ue 
iake of counterfeiting a filvf r-jVfedai^ ^vriAcb 
is hardly now^Ordays worth «og^pitike> -^and 
was at that time of a moch \fPim trakie. - i 

We may confequently 49e afilimt^hat a Mcu 
daL is undoubtedly Anti^^ when 'we findie 
plated, and was coined at the very time it'vvas 
fo plated^ As thefe pieces were coined' in<a» 
butry, and always in fuiscerraiieous places^ the/* 
are very fabjed to have £n4» in tne legend^ 
which render them for t^e moftpartiii^gukur^ 
either by the tranfpofitidn of the ktcers^ or tqr- 
Ibme other defe&s. Wrftoald examine difedv 
with attention, aind we fhall find after «11 that 
there are few of them, efpe(iiaUy in filver, tM 
what are fit enough to enter imo a feriesi 

The thidcntfs and relief pf tfold and filwr 
Medals having given occafion ror faife cdhcrt 
to- plate them the more eafil^, diere was fbtuid 
aii hft fq great a quantity of thefe -phvftd 
p5ec«5, that when in the reign of the ions'<l9 
fepnttantine the Great, the cttrretit coin of the 
Empire (which had fcarce been anything bdc 
of bafe metal from the time of the'Emipcror 
Caracalfe) Was reformed, and money of pure 
filver WAS* coined^ it Wad thou^t neceflary 
fbr the public f6(curity to dimlnilh it to half 
its fdrmer weight or thereaboutl^, and to make 
it fo thin^ that it would be impoffible any 
longer to falfify it ; which was conceived to 
be the m^ft eflfeftual way that oteld'be taken 
to prevent -the like cheat for the* ftiture« Not- 
withftanding this precaution^ I have feen a* 

Slated Vatehtinian of gdld'in the Cabinet of 
(^ Mahudel, ^o is the only Antiquarr tha( 

I kno^ 
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likMiwiQ France,, who hath taken the pains 
Md cam to G(](Ue<3t all the fingularicies imagi- 
nble that. amito be. found in the point of An* 
tiqae Mcdak^ . as wdl with regard to their fa- 
brick, as in reJatioa to Hlftory ; and he hath 
indeed a coliediion of them diat is the only 
one in its kind. 

* The Medals then of filver which are plated 
may be admitted undoubtedly for Antiques : 
it is not praAiqable to refit the letters on them, 
as may be done upon Medals that are of a 
good alloy i becaute the Medal being covered 
only with a leaf of filver, it will not bear be- 
ing worked over again. Some other method 
was then to. be taken by ingenious artifts, if 
ibcy were minded to eo on with their fraud 
in countecfeiting this kind of Medals; and 
i&mt of chetp, to pufh it to the utmofl point 
k waa capabje of reaching, bethought them* 
fclres of piercing fome falfe but well counter- 
fci«cd:M^a]s of filver with a red-hot needle, 
tk/^;Brc pf which, taints and reddens the Me- 
^ak on the iiiTide, and makes fuch as do not 
entmine the* natter clofely, fancy it to be 
plated* Wben we meet with this kind of 
Medak thus pier-ced and imagined to be pla- 
ted, we muil, if we are not Ikilful enough to 
difcover the fpurioufnefs of the Medal, take 
care to prkk it either in the field or in the 
borders, and by that experiment fatisfy our- 
felvcs, whether it be really plated and confe- 
quently Antique.. 

Medals that were by accident mifcoined, 
} am perfuaded never were counterfeited, and 
^y ipay all be looked upon as pieces certainly 
Clique. . . Thofe which we call fo are Medals 
V ,. P 4 that 
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that have the faiAe he^d^ iffiPbi^fides^'iriyql 
lief on one fide, and holfeldtr ^Mf'^thcr^cthm 
This defeft is owing to ttte ItfErity oaMd^'piooff 
pitation of the <ioiner» Who bm-e^lhsida;^ 
Ken off the Medal whkh ted bete ftraefc^nK 
xnediacely before, clapped oti it tt-new fliaKdc) 
Which having the Die above k, and the Mo* 
Hfel; which had not been taken away^* imdor* 
ne adi it, received on both fides the iMBprefllan 
ti the ixtvit head in relief and in boUow, bat 
always ftruck more imperfeftly on the fide <if 
the hollow, the effort being much weaker^ 
the nde of the Medal than on that of the J3ie. 
Thefe Medals, which are rare, &rve in (2ifau 
n^ts only for matter of coriofity : thfere ace fc^ 
rend of them in gold and filver, and ifiiitie-of 
iKafs, efpecially of the middle : I do nqrce- 
iiiember that I ever iaw one in gitae^farafi. 
Vft meet ibmetimes with lare hea)iia* of^thia 
kind: futh is a Pertinax of filvev uriiiob'f 
4)ave feen formerty in the CkUnet of c^Ae iam 
Monfieur de Pont-Car^, Firft Fedidviitof ite 
Parliament of Normandf, wfao^^wouidirhaM 
left bis hdi:s the fineft ferk!s^ df InffpmijbrMe* 
dais of filver in Europcy if .NL ::iM>b£ "dfi 
'RorheHn had not formed onbofthetir datifii^* 
paflfcih it infinitely. » • / n v? -.^ v/ ^: : \ . 

A R T I c L p VT^ir.!; ;_ 

Of coj^ Medals thai are Aififuti mit t^bh- 
dalTms cmpofed $f diffMHt^C^pirs. ^ 

Though I have advanced that att^An^qae 
Medals were Aruck with the lianskqfcr, and 
ti^ikth wvittSt ou^ to^ looked spon^^ as 

fpurioiB 
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fj»«iiJ^4)ilQ(K)c^i^^ upon the An« 

tt^ift/Oiv.iupgii ^(Modnii i it is neveithekfi 
vGtf^fOtmifliM ibm. ate. fame Medab of 
famkfithktv^lifM bden caft» mid yet ase ftally 
Andilnni; I dot. -bo^ ptoftik to fpeak here 
of diib(0:piece$ of tani^noffmous fize, which nf* 
Mfeaif the Head of Rome, and which fenred 
tor wei^ifS' atx>mg the Romansi nor yet oC 
tbofewwch. are almoft Jike them in weig|«» 
on which we fee -the heads of the Ptolomies 
Kings of Egypt, which were defigned 6x ths 
£ttne iifey and whichcould not have bftn made 
irithoat die htip of a mould r but only of lim 
Medak which are tt> be met with in all Qti- 
neti^.and which have been caft. Such. an 
moft of the Mtd^ and Medallions of y^Ofr 
09pper of the &me fiifliion»' which were ma^t 
in; tfaer reigns of the.£mperors % and iboie.o- 
*ihericwhtcb are-Greek^iOither the ttake of Au- 
^idok'ar of feme other Grecian Gokmicsy which 
see flilbicaft, but inn mouid and of a make 
'ifotjfiUyiiuidqiiB, duttt is utterly impc^fihle 
«Kihifiw^them. b it.tme hxleed, that a raw 
nh to ^crienaKi ^V irtwofe will* be apt to rgeft 
^the&i'Medalb; /but when a man hath oooe 
futosod: afaie tad^lcariiiog tafle wiili ttgud 
to the workmanihip of the Ancient!s» brwiU 
treat them no more as fuijpicious. 

I do not Jcnow^any of the Ladn Medab but 
thoie of the Poftbumi in great and middle 
bcafv dmons whkh we can find any that are 
caft. Indeed, moft .of the Medals jofthoie two 
Tyrants are vifibly fo i but with fuch an air 
and m&» of cheiAmiqufi^ a* immfdiatily &- 
' tiafie».«adco;ivinccs a Viroiofo that is a Con** 
ItoifleuTA There was not how«y)ar^.tfaw«iM 

any 
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any want of able andii^eniOQ0feAgtavef»inGatt{ i 
as appears evickntljr from a good ' pait xS: t^ 
brais Medals of > thd reigns of ijte^ Fk^umi\ 
and particularly diofi of Befthumiis die fiither, 
whieh «re of a tafte, a; neatnei^, and a ddica- 
cy worthy of the fineft reigns i^ the En^pire; 
A. Virtubfo muft not rejeA without diftinakm 
dtt tfad cafti Medals,' particularly thofe which I 
h»fe here t mentioned ; for with regard to the 
reftv they ought certainly to te looked upon 
as very fufpicious; 

The nreft pieces that we have in point of 
Joiti^ue; Medals, :ii^thoft which we call Me<» 
dalli6hs % which were not^ the currept aK>ney 
of the Empire, as all other kinds of Medals 
were« IJMtMWillions wo^e ftruck toierve 
tk-^xkUsc meoiorrabnof tran&Aions and events, 
aod were letther diftribacdd ^mdi thrown among 
the'poopte' ac Pliys,i/Friiimphs, and the like 
cersiaonies, or >givett *t6 ibreign Embaffiidors 
aitd.Brinces. The AonmnsHilcd divrfe paeoeif 
M^Uia^ and die Italians <»dl tbem Midagtani^ 
a'^iaDmewliicfa we h^w borrowed from, diem f)9 
exprefs and fignify Medals of die laigeft'flzfe. 
t/rheiieare^ as I^havc obferved already^ an' 
ih&ate itumbep of ^^tedattionsrihat aicifpari* 
das, whether ijthey be of modem xxxnii^, w 
only caft. Befides the whiles whtcblfhave iaid 
down> ab^e for khe* fiirev difcovery of tikem, 
we ma^ beicarefoli toimfnd whether they are 
not oomppfcdi of dififertsi coppers, and in this- 
cafe diey are Antiques.- The make of thcfe* 
fuectt lies in theh" bobg compofed of diflSsiient 
coppersj whidh are not incorpc^ated cogtther, 
but ohe of tbem* only inchafes^ theodier, and 
Wtikhuire ftrudc' with 'the fame Die. We 
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9»{r obferire iDfi$bfim^-diat the. cbaraftd^ or 
llll^t^of ijitlfigsiuii MCifoi^ into bbth 
themctajab Md at o^ times they are only 
upon tbei ifuipr». .M' vhidi the firft cinJe of me- 
tal ferw jQoJy Ibr^a bDnfen Tbefe jpieces are 
certainly Antique^ and not to be fii^^^^ ^ 
tbeiitaft;/ fi> that I.ihall not attemfM; to iay 
nv>re upon* their fibjeft : the only misfbrtune 
is, that we meet. with very few of them. 

A R TIC L E IX. 

Of Msddsi that are merely invented^ andoffack 
. as tmw been veryjeidom counterfeited. 

I fliaU hereonly ijk. fbme meafure point one 
the Medals which haf?e been invented as the 
fimdcs^'Of /workmen iiiggefted to them^ in orw 
dcr z6 iwipofe oci uneaq>erienced Virtuoibs, who 
acQ dcdighted to purchafe Medals of a fingular 
k)D6t»;tbni0h fuch as *nev«r appeared in And-. 
(^iAvfl Such are the Greek Medals of Pria* 
mm» Psiis and Helona^ of JEneas, Hercules^ 
anddfevieral other KiagSy Generals or Philofo* 
phersy.that in their times filled the Uni^eHe 
with their renown, but wixxfe memory there 
was never any care taken to tranfinit by die 
heip of Medals to pofterity. There are like* 
wifeifome Latin ones of Anniba], Scipio, Ci- 
(XR), and othtf the like heroes of the Kepnb* 
lici of Carthage and Rome, which are of the 
fame clais/ 

All thefe pieces, which it is very well 
known never exWtcd among the Ancients, car« 
ry likewiie with them fuch vififale nuffka of 
fpuriouiheis9 having been moft of diem caft» 
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that it would be an' ^xK^f^^sa^^ noe 

to know them ; and biiltetisdif{(iittdk6n 
tne to enl^iw fottfanrJWttfek^nuttiilttafeft 
a ViitBofo tiiat citeft tlie':]iaB vcf dkcfttddattt: 
Sdenoe, is imtxiediattly inaclferfci^i^^ 
the fpurioufne& of all thJcfe;Hicads; ' . 

The Goofulaiy Mfldail^'fenes df wlikk nt 
generally only formed .m:fiiN«r, teca»fe. thot 
are few of them to be met with k fanifi» and 
ftill fewer in gold, never were councerfetfiod 
fo frequently as thofe^ pf: the Grecian Kingi 
and the Roman Emperors, As there appeanod 
much Ids eagemefi in the qucft of thdb kind 
of Medab, wheoeof there are but few fine fe> 
ries, the felfe coiners did not cake io much 
pains'tiQ coonterfeit themt: ia^diey did widi ie» 
gasd to die odiers, Tathis ircaibn may., be 
addled anodier, that there are very Aw^of^hcia 
ibund lb pedeOly wcil pieftrred aa an btifit 
to form a fine niouldt except: fiich as'wMJO^ 
newcd by «der of the fimperoc.TjR^i mU 
a:veryfewQdien; All Aelb Medals are Jwtt- 
ty wonh >n)Qiu dian thek weighty <iditeh:^did 
not gire encoungementcnou^jtofaife^ointfa 
to coQAteifeit and mutate. tfaemn 1 5dQi.inor 
think that there afe any .(rf* tbm of nMdeni 
coining r biit I (hall not ofierta maimab^ that 
one may not meet witb fi>ma cihlt^e caft ; 
howcTer, a Virtuolb that ginras into the asfte 
of the Coiifiilary Medals raoa much \& har 
zard .of.beii^ deceived^ than be does lo the 
other coUe&ions* 

' .The.Medali which were coined iil die. Ro« 

matt ColtiUBSiUra undeniably the moft.cuiMins 

i no n uinenia that are kft us of theiulns of the 

» .* ' • r v> -^ Roman 
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l&vMb&mj^i^rTkcf'hxvc likewife been 
JdftftdbjcftiJliPteitoittii^^ dum the Confu- 
kry^lJMd^ hf'Mfyn of die clumfinefs and 
cnrfenafrHtf their w>rk» which it woukl be 
in a manner Imj^ffibfe to imitate. We find 
rstj ievr of cfaem that are fine, and a man 
.has great^hidc, when in thofe which he pur* 
chafer of dus kind, he finds the figures on 
diem tolerably preferved, and the legends in 
a condition to be read. This is the moffc karn* 
€d kind of Medals that we hare ; but the 
arnft uncouth and dii^;reeable with regand m 
die workmanfliip or beauty of the pieces, 
which confaqpiently art the lead: eiUy of any 
» be counterfeited, becanfe an ingenious work* 
Irian will never be capable 'of^mitatii^* any 
dnrit-boc what is very fine. We may then 
OMnder all die Medals of Coiboies as geimine 
fOid^reaUy Antiques ; and I do not remember 
ikttt I ever law any of them that are fputioos. 
If^we do in hBt meet with fome <^mk ones^ 
fobb' ar thofe of the Colony of Andoch, of 
Samolaca, of odien of that kind, which feem 
torhfine -been caft, they, are not lefs Antiques 
oii>nAat kccooM^ as I luve obferved in the 
ibregoifig Article; 

. 'TlieMedals drOdins called ^mnarii^ which 
is the fmail^ kind that we have, have been 
counterfeiied as nioch as the reft of the Impe* 
fial Medals. There are found abundance of 
them that are caft, as well in gold as in filver : 
it ii iMcefiiiry even to examine them with more 
rigor and exa6tee(s than the ordioary Medals, 
Iwaufe'they are ftill rarer. Them are but 
&w.of tficfe Medals to be feen in the various 

Cahi- 
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Cabinets which have beW fottntd t M. Yaif* 
lant had coUeAed a ieries of them for the 
Duke of Maine, which, is nov miiced'with 
ochtfs in the Cabinet of jdfl^^/ de Ro$heU$^ "who 
hfrth fbrme4 a coUedion of thefn that is the 
CKiIy one in its kind. 

Among the filver Medals of die Confulary . 
Families, there are found fome pieces thac 
have their borders or edges notched and in« 
dented. We meet likewife with fomo of thia 
fort among the heads of the firft Roman £m- 
p^DTs, as of Julius Caeiar, Mark Anthooyt 
and Auguftus. Thefe Medals were, at the 
time of their being ilruck, adjufted in this 
manner by the Direftors and workmen of the 
Roman Mints, to (hew that they were true 
and lawful money, and not liable to be plated* 
Thefe Medals are certainly Antiques, and ne« 
Tcr were counterfeited. 

The Medals that are (tiled CiMumiati^ from 
the Italian word which expre0eth the manner 
in which they were ftruck, arc of two forts. 
There ate fome of them Greek ones, which 
are gmerally and with reafon believed to have 
been coined in Greece, in honour of the great 
men they reprefent ; and there are others that 
were ftruck for Ibme Roman Emperors ; and 
it is thefe laft that are moft eafiiy met with, 
and ufually ranged in the feries of great brafs. 
Antiquaries are much divided in their opinions 
as to the time when diefe Medals were coined. 
Some maintain that they were revived bv the 
Emperor Gallienus, y^hta he revived all the 
ConfecratioQS of hb prcdeceflbrs : others, and 
I believe with better reafona on theu: iide, wt 
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ofif the time of .4^cir being ;ftruck^11 the reign . 
cf Valentinian. However it be in that point, 
thefe Medals* which are of the moft fmgular 
fabrick^.and the leaft capable of being imi- 
tated^ have not, as far as I have been able to 
obfcrve, ever been imitated : only I have fcen 
fome of diem, the figures whereof I^d been 
effaced by time, and which had been retouched 
or wrought over again with the burin ; as is 
cafy enough to be difcovered by the very 
marks of the burin, which are ftill freih and 
plainly to be obferved. All thefe Medals are 
of litde worth, and they are ranked among 
the great brafs, purely becaufe one finds a 
pleafure in getting together every thing that 
belongs in any refpedt to a coUedion of Me* 
dak. 

^The laft kind of Antique Medals, fome of 
which have been preferyed to our times, arc 
Med^s of lead. Falfe coiners have in thefe 
lattei: ages of the world, made counterfeit ones 
of *jthis kind : bqt they arc hardly worth the 
pa|ns of being looked, and ought rather to be 
thrpy^n away with contempt. The Antiques^ 
that we have left of them arc very few in 
number ; but I have feen fome of thofe of 
Antoninus and another Emperor. They are 
eafy to be known by the lead, which is whi^ 
ti(h and of a dirty colour *, as well as by their 
make, which it is much more difficult to imi** 
tate in lead than in any other metal. 
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ARTICLE X. 

Among the Medals that comjpofe all tbe^ 
Cabinets of Virtuofbs, there are icrerai pieces 
which are found ro be Antiques in one tort of 
metalt or in one fize, and yet none of the 
like are to be found in other feries of difle- 
mt metals and (izes. It muft not however 
be from hence imagined, that becaufe we have 
not as yet difcovered them, we Ihall never 
find any Antiques of thofe forts ; reafixi and 
csoperience joining to prove the contrary. 
T^cre is no manner of doubt to be made, 
but that when they ftruck Medals for an £m« 
peror, or for fome perfon of his family, chey 
ftruck fbme in all the three metals, of gold^ 
filver, .apd brais, and likewife of dincTent 
fizes \ thougK.even to this time there are Ibm; 
feries, in which feveral Heads are wanting. 
We have noOtho ftruck at Ronoe by the coit** 
ient and authority of the Senate, becaufe the. 
Senate did not declare in favour of this Prince. 
That illuftrioos Body, before they acknow- 
kdged him for their Sovereign, and in con^ 
iequence therec^ caufed br^ nooney to be 
corned in his name, thought it proper to wait 
and fee the conclufion of the Civil War which 
was raifed between him and Vitellius his Com* 
petitxx* for the Empire^ But this reaicm, wMch 
holds as to brals Medals with regard to Otho 
and Pefcennius Ni^, cannot take place in 
refpeft of other reigns, fince (as I have ob- 
ferved before) they did not coin only ^ ont 
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lore of Medals % and when we hare difco«> 
vered any of one fort^ we may realbnahly ex« 
pe6t to find in time thofe of another which 
have been wanting hitherto* 

The earth hath not yet given up all the 
treafures it holds of Medals, which the ruins 
of io many ages have depofited within her 
bowels. Twenty years ago the Annta Fauftina ' 
of {liver, which was luckily found by M. Lai^ 
niy and hath fince pafled into Abbe Rothelin's 
Cabinet, was not fo much as known \ and 
though two centuries had pafled fince the cu- 
rious world had b^n to form Cabinets o^ 
Medals, it had all that while efcaped the 
iearches of Antiquaries. The Orbiana of gold 
b hardly known as yet, and M. Vaillant hath 
aflened that there was no fuch thing: yet 
fome time ago a fair one well preferved was 
difcovered, and is now in the King of France'$ 
Cabinet, Lucky difcoveries of this kind arc 
iftadt pretty frwjuently: and there are few 
Virtuoios z^ous and diligent in their fearchcs^^ 
but meet in time with pieces that are fingular; 
and even fuch as are the only ones in their 
idnd. I had myfelf two years ago in Nor-^ 
mandy, the good fortdne to find a noble Me« 
dallion in brafs of the Emperc^ Adrian, upon 
the reverfe of which is COS. IIL with tho 
fhe-wolf and the two children. This piece 
bad been ever before unknown. 

I found likewife a little while ago a Medal 
Itill more Angular : it is an Alexander Severus 
of great brafs, with a reverfe, the legend where* 
of » POTESTAS PERPETUA, with the fi- 
. gure of Security in a fitting pofture. The Medal 
is not at all to be queflioned : and though w/e 
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hare not yet feen this very titjb 'iaferlbodl to 
aiiy Roman Emperor, we dug^t not Ixmever 
to be futprised to fee it given to thh Prince^ 
fince we find on the reverfe of hi| Medals in 
filver, PERPETUITATI AUG. an in- 
fcription nev)er found on any Medals \m thofe 
of this Prince. Abbe de Hothelin hath found 
Kkewife two filver Medals of the fame Em- 
peror, with the Legend PlETAS MIL!- 
T(JM : It is the figure of a woman holding 
generally one or two military enfigns, 

Thefe Medals, as alfo a good number of 
odiers, which I might quote, as well with re- 
^a^d to the Heads as the Reveries, will not 
in all probability long remain the only ones 
of their kind ; and it was not the cuftom to 
coin fb inconfiderable a number thereof, as to 
make us defpair of ever feeing them multi- 

})lied. Their degree of rarity indeed will 
iibfifl till new difcoveries are made of others: 
and thus, though we have not feen a Pefcen^ 
nius, the Gordians of Africa, a Maximus, or 
a Paulina, &r. in gold, it is not impoflible 
but we may difcover fome hereafter \ fmce 
when they were ftriking Medals in filver and 
brafs, it is natural enough to think, that they 
might at the fame time coin fome in gold i 
and fb likewife as to others. 

After the account I have here aiven of 
the prodigious number of falfe Medaus of all 
kinos that are Icattered up and down in aU 
moft all the Cabmets of Europe, it will fcaroc 
be believed that any of them fbould be cki- 
empt fix^m fo general a contagion. Tbec^ 
are however fome large Cabinets wbkb have 
been formied by. able Connoi/Icurs, that are 
* * ^ compoled 
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eompofed onl^. of genuine Medals, which 
Hii]tor4an3jind'^fher learned men may fafclv 
jhake the fubjed; of their difquifitlons. Such 
is the King of Francois Cabinef ; fuch too is 
that of Abbe de Rothelin : it is at this No<^ 
bleoian's we meet with one of the fineft fan- 
duaries of Medals^ at the fame time with the 
man in the world the moft capable of explain- 
ing them, and of laying open all the myfte^ 
rits pf tbff M^Uic ScieiKCw 
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